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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE 7 olumes 2 ſubmitted to the World, 
were written by a Female, who is, alas, no more; 


and are now publiſhed by an Editor of her own Sex, 
in Diſcharge of a Promiſe to the amiable Writer, 
in caſe of Survivorſhip, to bring forward the Fa- 
vourite Offipring of her Underſtanding. It is 
natural for the Editor, who entertained a more 

than ſiſterly Aﬀettion for the Authoreſs, to think 

favourably of any Work of her Compoſition ; yet is 
be too diffident of her own Abilities to endeavour 
to prejudice the Reader in Behalf of the Novel, by 


Encomiums however deſerved, or even to obviate 


the Attacks of Criticiſm. She will content herſelf 


with informing the Publick,---that the Wark, 
whatever may be its Merit, was finiſhed in the 
early Seaſon of Youth, and only undertaken at that 
Time for the private Entertainment of the regretted 


Writer ; that it was the unaſſiſted Production of 


a young and inexperienced Pen, without even the 
Advantage of being reviſed and amended by the 


Hand that directed it. It is hoped, therefore, 1 


on the Whole it be found to contain Inſtruction or 
Amuſement, a candid Allowance will be made Hy 
Inaccuracies and Anu. 
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[ay Jo Pot writs! to me, Harriet! 1 


mart to conſtrue this filence ? 1 pate more 


feed of your conſolation! at this period, than 


for ſome time paſt; you know, alas ! how 
_ wretched' part of my life has already been, 


and thetefore will not wonder at the additional 
woe that afflicts thy Adeline's unhappy bo- 


ſor! The Cauſe of my reſent ſorrow ariſes 
from the! Ang eee © rtainty of ſoon lo- 


ſing my guardian, and his amiable daughter. 
Mr. Somners has; by the intereſt of his friends, 

obtained a conſiderable poſt under the govern= 
ment of Venice. This advantageous propoſal 


wan by him, for a length of time abſolutely 
Vor. I. B re- 
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dearing virtue that was wont to caſt ſo great a 
luſtre over all his actions, was neglected; 
pleaſing ſcenes of life appeared inboid ; no 
more the converſation of his Louiſa and Ade- 
line had their ufual-force upon his mind 
each feeling that once animated him, ſeemed 
loſt, and buried in the tomb with his Elvira. 
| You knew the amiable Mrs. Somners, and 
cannot wonder at his concern. Though twelve 
months fræve paffett fince his Tovely wife was 
ſummoned hence, his grief is yet as lively and 
acute as ever; I inever:beheld a man io loſt in 
a a lethargy of ſorrow as Mr. Somners; his 
diſtraction, whenever her name is mentioned, 
is extremely affecting; nothing, he often de: 
lares, could make him enduxe life but bis 
Louiſa; he will endeavour to live for her, and 
ſupply, the loſs. of her mother. Exceſſiyg as 
my friend's grief is for the death of that ten- 
der parent, yet ſhe. endeavaurs to calm her 
emotions, and appear compoſed in the preſerice 
of her father: the moſt tender ſolicitude, is 
evident in her behaviour; her perſuaſons have 
done what the united efforts of all Mt, Sem | 
ners's friends could not effect, and at length 
he has conſented to leaye England. midſt 
the pains of parting from my Louiſa L feel 
n of „ n " ann 6 
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that this voyage and change of climate may be a 
means of preſerving che life of my Guardian for 
ry years; a conſtant indulgence of hearts 
wing melancholyhas already greatly impaired 
- his health; yet J fondly imagine a reſidence in 
warmer climates may effectually reſtore him. Of- 
ten do I regret the difagreeable neceſſity that de · 
tains me in England, to wait the capricious 
favour of a relation who may never leave me a 
ſhare of that immenſe wealth of which he is 
pofleſſed.---I intreated Mr. Somners to ſuffer 
me to accompany him to Venice, but he would 
not hear of it. I urged my indifference about 
my uncle's fortune, if he was ſo. very eaſily 
offended: I did not "with to enjoy, an eſtate that 
was to be purchaſed at the expence of my | haps 
pineſs. Then addreſſing my friend; Jol oin 
with me, Louiſa, in melting your father's 
heart+--this is the firſt time he ever gave me ly 
ſon to call him unkind.” The dear girl 4 
ſwwered, with tears in her eyes, « Alas, Adelin 
could the felicity of your ſociety be obtain'd 


without hurting your intereſt, I would be the 


firſt to entreat for it; but you know your 


cle makes it a condi tion of your inheriting, his + 


fortune, that you do not on any account leave 
the kingdom; the whim i is indeed | Cingular, and 


unworthy a rational being, to lay a reſtraint af 


this fort, eſpecially to make that a proviſo, of 
| 2 * 
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enjoying his eſtate. C I have attended m my 
children,“ ſaid Mr. Somners, interrupting 
Louiſa, (taking hold of the hand of each) 
« with the moſt exquiſite pleaſure to your af- 
fectionate converſation, and am happy to find 
ſo ſincere a friendſhip ſubſiſt between you; but 
ſuch an indulgence as permitting y yauz Miss 
Belville, to accompany my daughter, I cannot 
think of; juſtice and honour both forbid it: Iwell 
know my Louiſa will ſuffer greatly, as I likewiſe 
muſt in a ſeparation from my amiable ward. But 
(continued this excellent man) I ſhould ill diſ- 
charge the duty of a parent, which I promiſed 
to be to my Adeline, by hurting her intereſt, ; 
III ſhould I have deſerved the friendſhip your 
FOO father honoured me with, were I to de- 

ive his daughter of three thouſand a year. 
7 my. dear child, as I promiſed. Sir Edward 
to ſupply his place as much as was in my 
power, I will religiouſly adhere to it: no con- 
| fideration, ſhall prevail on me to, conſent to 
Jour going. Nay, do not add to my ſorrow by 
your ſoftneſs,” ſeeing the tears ſtart in my . 
and as 1 would not add to his uneaſineſs, I roſe 
batily and left the room. Louiſa ſoon followed 
me; we both wept for a time without ſpeaking a 
id. My Adeline at length ſobbed out, 
08 My Frick, how ſhall T part with you! 6 1 
Kegel embraced her, and the moſt affectin N 


NON enſued, Here too muſt 1 pauſe, for the 
Sp? * 9170 — 


recital _ 


and ſpirits, that the ſequel muſt be referved for 
another letter, In the mean time let me hear 
Hom you, as Koa prize the love of 

* | ADELINE BELVILLE. | | 
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VV ITH mins racked by doubt, and plunged 
In deſpair, do I fit down to write to you. Oh, 
Thompſon, Miſs Somners is going to leave the 
kingdom] by accident 1 have juſt heard it. Ah, 
cruel Louiſa, why do you impoſe ſilence on a 
| love, likemine! the inexorable maid remains deaf 

to my entreaties, nor will ſhe permit me to make 
either my father, or her's, acquainted with my 
fond rartlality'for- her. Oh, if ſhe loved me, the 
would gladly ſeize the opportunity: ' ſhe fears 
to plunge me in difficultics with my father: 
«Sir Richard will not conſent, (urges the fair 
| Louiſa) that you ſhould wirt a girl, ' whoſe 
expectations are far inferior to your's; proud 
of his amiable ſon, and long anceſtry, he 


right. Ceaſe, Captain Freemer, to with a 
eircumſtance ſo contradictory to your” inte- 


reſt.” Thus does the dear girl talk, Whenever 


1 have an opportunity of conyerſing with her, 
e 
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recital of this conference ſo agitates my g mind 


looks to the firſt match in the kingdom as Min 
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which is but ſeldom; for as I am not known4@ 
her father, I never beheld her but at Lady Rich- 
ley” 8, where I firſt ſaw her. The laſt interview I 
had was on Fridayevening ; heappeareddulland 
unbappy, but faid not a word of her expedi- 
tion abroad. She had a friend of her's with 
her, a MiG Belville, an agreeable and lovely 
woman. This lady my Louiſa's father is 
guardian to; the is the daughter of Sir. Eds 
ward Belville 2 man of univerſal good cha- 
racter, who, dying, left the fair Adeline young 
to the care of Mr. Somners, in joint truſt 
with Mr. Eyeliug . You know the family hut 
the friendſhip between this lady and Louiſa, 
was the reaſon of her reſiding with Mr. Sum: 
vers. J find ſhe does not go abroad with 
them, for what cauſe Jam ignorant. There 
is a ſoftneſs in the countenance of Miſs Bel- 
ville, that. prepoſſeſſes you in her | favour in- 
ſtantly an appearance of melancholy. thay 
tempers all ber words and aftions, captivating 
beyond idea, - She ſeems not happy 3 alas, what 
ean have thus early imbittered the days of the 
ſweet Adeline! Oh Thompſon! what is there 
in this life worth coveting? Our enjoyments are 
daſhed with che cup of adverſity 3 and when 
vs fondly hope to meet a tender return to any 
of gur high-formed- expeRations, we are ſure 
to be cruelly diſappointed. I taxed Louiſa with 
what 1 had heard; the bluſhed, and after ſome 
| | he- 


| bout che reality of this report; I here pligit 


en it chis day fortnight ; be ſatisfied with that, 


and emquire no further.” I hinted ſomething 
about informing my father of my attachment; 


5 
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| kfilation, Mr. Freemer, ſal ne, alk me not 5 


my word of henour to let you know the truth | 


ſheforbad me peremptbrily, and! was obliged to | 


ſubmit. Thus, Thompſon, am I fituated, a prey 
to doubt, diſtracted with a thouſand appreben- 
fins, and know not how to proceed. Let me 
Hear how” you de; but for heayen's ſake lay 


aſideyour gaiety, and ſuffer your feelings to 
een A your vivacity. | 


JA 1 1 
8 : 
Ott D 


* 91 
510 ab Sky 


40% Park. 


CnanLes Tuznikgk- | 
an Jatazs x Tone 1. captain rarsar. 


La Y aden my yvivacity] Yes, faith, Charles, 


1 eh laid alide n my vivacity with A, vengeance, 
cooped up'in the odious country with a trio of 
incomparable; old. maids;: eteirially> barking at 
one another, or reading long lectures of |morai 
lity, and the virtue of: ſelf-denial; well ſui ted 


to my inclinations, hey, Charles! | however, 


hs nt good thirty thouſuand pounds, 1 
contented to beat their inſufferable nonſenſr 
or a time, dut I hape not long. Our yiſicors 
gonſiſt of things like themſelves, put-ef=theb 
way mortals, as formal and ugly as the 'owls 
that, inhabit this ſolitary manſion, where I am 
5 a B 4 doomed 
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doomed to keep, them company: three long 
months in a year. Well, but Freamer, that 
conſolation. can I offer you, in {your, preſent 
deſpairing condition! all I have to fay: is, that 

your Louifa is a little-ungrateful, baggage 3 (der 
pend on it, ſhe means to play ſome pretty fer 
male prank with your ſerious. paſſion. You 
ſhould not have been ſo explicit on the ſubject 
of matrimony; when once a woman gets hald 
of that, ſhe thinks ſhe has, a.right to. uſe. you 
as ſhe does her monkey, : Pl ay with their curis 
ofity ; that is the way to manage them; but 
you ſober fellows do more harm, with your 
fighing | and whinin to theſe proud, virtuous 
females, than one K. us can undo in our whole : 
lives... Hang it never ſtand: "debating: ho ith 
proceed, attack her, be bold, and proſperous. | 


* What Pope pronounces, * 
Some eh to Pleaſure, fo 2 me to 2 tal 1% I 
Bu e — at hiart a a rake, bd 
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Upon n ovI I heartily: unden ne yo 
fearful fellows never make any hand of them. 
Why here is my good aunt Betty has à tenden- 
ey to gallantry, on the wrong ſide of fifty! 
ha, ha, ha! 1 have been entertaining my ima 
gination with the moſt! ludicrous ideas; 
three grave aunts: contending for ſuch a hand 
ſome young fellow as yourſelf; in the ſame ele. 
| FE 1 8275 and hurilnele WY becene "as they | 
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were exerciſing juſt now about a favouri 
Mackaw. Miſs Betty, who'dwns the bird 99 

left it to the care of Miſs Sukey to feed, and 
ſo forth, during the confinement of a few d 
Miſs Sukey either purpoſely, or ateidentally, 
forgot her due attendance; in conſequencg of 
which, Mackay paid the debt of nature, and 
upon the miſtreſs's diſcovering,” ſhe . upbraided. 

her in tlie moſt ſevere terms; partly French 
and partly Engliſh. The elder ſiſter endea- 
voured to calm the diſputants, and loudly call: 
ed for her nephew. I entered the room, and 
after condoling with Miſs Betty on the death 
of her favourite, and blaming her ſite's. nega 
ligence in a whiſper, turned briſkly to Sukeyy 
and humming a tune, exclaimed, Pity, « who- 
talks ſo well, ſhould talk in vain, - Come, 
ladies, the cards; all cw; for theſe general re- 
concilers, and a ſober Pool ended the diſpute. 
Forgive my relating this trifling cireumſtanee, 
as it was meant to bariiſh for a moment thoſe. 
gloomy ideas that inhabit the boſom of my 

friend, and to let you Know how happily 1 

ſpend my time. Adieu, Freemer; believe me 
with all ny ane * are Arber eltemed 
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Tad vou, dear Harriet, for your laff 
obligiag. Letter. I feel for your impatience, and 
will haſten to relieve'it.. On aur, entering the 
Rudy, Mr. Somners aroſe, and ſeating us by 
him, proceeded thus: Gompoſe wurſel ves, 
my dear children, and learn to bear the difap- 
phintmients that muſt, unavoidably attend you 
in your walk- through life. You, Mifs Bel» 
Ville, have already experienced a moſt ſevere 
oges excellent as you are in diſpoſitions. and 

expanded as is your generous heart ; yet, alas! 
n diſappointment of thy heart is 
not all thou haſt to apprehend; if it ſhould be 
in my power to add to your felicity, though 
eas divide us, my ferviges are your's. I 
took his venerable hand, and bedewing it with . 
my tears, t forbear, Sir, to oppreſs your grate» 
ful Adeline by this exceſs of kindneſs 1 Mr. 
Somners evidently checking his own emotions, 
proceeded thus: Mr. Eveling, my dear child, 
who is, you know, now abroad, was appointed 
by your ever-lamented father, as your other 
Sugrdian g His wife is amiable, and his family 
- Eligible in every reſpect. There have I fixed 
your reſidence, and may you meet every joy 
your virtues ſo cvidently merit. Whenever” 


may be incl. change your fingle 


ſtate, 
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Kate, let tho man you fix on poſſeſs a god heart 
andi tenderneſs of diſpoſitiom; and with a wo- 
man of your excellent qualifications he may 
be happy as an Emperor. It pains me, my 
ſweet girl, to tell you, alas ] our ſeparation is 
nigh ; we ſail, Louifa, in a week: the day be- 
fore our drparture, Mrs. Eveling will bring Wer 
carriage for, my, dear Miſs Belville?” Here 
Mr. Somners ceaſed ſpeaking, and looking 
tenderly on his Louiſa and myſelf, (Who re- 
mained dumb through exceſſive grief) he pa- 
thetically embraced, and bleſſing us, left the 
room with precipitation. I. will not attempt 
a deſcription of the ſcene that now paſſed ; ſuffice 
it to ſay, it was affecting and ſolemn, as Ju 
may imagine, between two people whole regard 
was mutual and ſincere. Hearts that feel the 


 &elighefal enthuſiaſm of friendihip, can well = 


£onceive. the ſenſations we at that time experi- 
enced. How ſhall I bear the loſs of Miſ Som- 
ners's converſation }. her endearing ſociety has 
long been my only conſolation; torn from 
ber, and at ſuch à diſtance from my Har- 


riet, how can I. ſupport myſelf ? Write, my 


1 dear girl, as often as you can; endeavour, by 
your charming letters, to ſupport; the ſpirits-of 
_ your, Adeline ; the gaiety 1, ſhall, againſt my 


= inclinations, be immerſed in at Mr. Eveling's> 


- Will, not allow me to devote ſo much of ny 
57 time as J could wiſh. to the employment of my 
ben; but every cant moment I can feize 
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hall be my Harriet 5. May 1:not hope to bs 
hold you the enſuing winter in this metrupo- 
lis? Wil not your mama ſpare you to my an- 
ious wiſhes? Endeavour to prevail on Mr. 
Abinton to indulge me in tliis point, and 1 
promiſe to return your viſit with intereſt. 
Farewell, my Louiſa ſunimonſes me to her clo- 
Let. As our time is: fo mort, 1 cannot Ant 
Or Tt longer. hath: 5 249118882 f 
0 Tours 's affeGionately, . Niisbas! 
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line? what arguments offer, toaſſuage your grief? 
language, on occaſions like this, is uſeleſs, and 
philoſophy vain, oppoſed to the ſtronger feel. 
ijngs of the heart. Your fortitude, my amia- - 
ble friend, has already had more thas! one triah, 
et, by that pious and excellent turn of 
thought you are miſtreſs of; you have born up 
againſt- the arrows of oppreflive fortune, and 
riſen ſuperior to her utmoſt malice; The fame 
power that lent you reſolution in your former 
ſtruggles, will again/ ſtretch forth his benign | 


influence, and teach you reſignation to its 129 


all-wiſe decrees. My beſt wiſhes attend on 
* moe eee, 185 your beloved 1 Louis 
| | 2 ine LI * 


may each adverſe wind be. confined to its habi- 
tation, and gentle zephyrs ſuell their proſpe- 
rous ſails, and waft de Gor) the: ſeas in e 


and g . 


0 May 1 no rude form Attard the W FLEE TY 
7, - Be the rough ſea ſmooth as the level ren 
„N Neptune gently aid the veſlel o'er, . 

1 peace and joy, to the fam'd Roman dars. 


Let the pleaſing idea of ſoon again behoſding the 
amiable Mr. Somners, and your Louifa, alle- 
viate your grief, and remove the gloom | that 
Hangs on thy morn ing of life. Much, m 

Adeline, have you known of forrow, but bap- 


pier days ayait you: in each gay cirele you en- 


der, all pes l ears vou wilt command; ad- 

miration will follow wherever you go. uffer 
the pleaſing phantom to have rag effect on 
your Feart, and conyince us poor inferior fe- 


mülts you do not ſcorn the idezof being claſſed | 


among us: T have mentioned your requeſt to 
my mother ; the looked attentively at me, a5 
if ſhe wiſhed to read my thoughts. .« Do my 
Harriet's wiſhes keep pace with the obliging 

"Mis Deines! if they do, I will fpare my 
chsd to her for a time, but 1 cannot bear the 
thoughts of leaving Elmwood for the gay mer 
tropolis. You; my dear girl, have not had the 


experience 1 have, 0 and therefore the f rayer g 
ſcenes of Tifo may be better ſuited to your * 
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youths. 
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youthful imayifiadeny deen een | 
et, if you ſhould live to number my cars, you will 
prefer the beautiful order of nature to the moſt 
ſplendid and well-regulated drawing- room, the 
delicate colours and lovely arrangement of 
flowers and plants, 1 to the” ageantry andvacan- 
cy of dreſs; but (continued me, _Imiling) I 
cannot inſtil my ideas into your young mind, 
by talking. I may have bren to blame, per- 
haps, in keeping you ſo long ſecluded: y 
may inform Miſs Belville vou have; my per- 
miſſion to attend her, when, winter commences 
his dreary reign. I thanked my dear mother, 
and joyfully 3 be commands, i in letting 
my. Adeline know, I had obtained leave to 
avail myſelf. of her friendly invitation, It 
| has been a matter of wonder to me, that ſo 
fine a / oman as my; mother muſt have been at 
_ the death of. my father, 1 chũüſe to quit 
if the round of pleaſure ſhe had for ſo. long a 
time been accuſtomed to; poſſeſſed of the ad- 
| vantages of birth and fortune, courted and fol- 
Iowed by the world, to leave thoſe ſo-much 
ſought-after delights, and fly to ſolitude, with 
an infant only for ber companion. She never 
| has been, explicit- on this head, and only fays 
diſguſt to the prevailing modes of the world 
obliged her to retire, where ſhe. might purſue 
her own. ſchemes of life unnoticed. I am. in- 
| terrupted, my beloved Adeline; ; baniſh your 
e ſenſation on the departure of Louiſa, 
4 | h and 
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. and recal your wonted tranquillity, as. Jou | 
value the affection of . 


| Hanzapr ABINTON, 


1 


or Haun, Tourron' to jo Captain e | 

ee your ſilence amazes me 

greatly, I cannot avoid ſcribbling to you; my 
borrid ſituation in this gloomy corner of the 
world , joined to theſameneſsof the ſcene, induces 
me to write thus early after my Taft. Uponmyfout, 
Freemer, I am almoſt apfel! in this fairy! land. 
1 Egad, not a female figure have 1 beheld, ever 


Aince 1 have been here, ſaving my venerable 
aunts, and their Abigails as venerable as them 


felves, Was the beauty of this inanimate fcene - 
rendered more charming by h breathing Venus, 
could with pleafure dream a long three months in 
this caſtle; but without a fair companion, how 
dull are ſylyan lawns and purling ſtreams ! 
Let your, . Coxydons and Damons ſigh to 
trees and plants, but give: me London Al- 
| wack's,, Cornely's, and all the dear delights of 
the Beau Monde. I am Joudly enquired after 
by Miſs Betty; adieu, till I have received her 
commands ; perhaps Tam to aſiſt at the fine- 
ral of Mackay. I fly to the expecting fair. 
Here I am again got to my old employment, 
Zuid the Ladies are retired to ornament them 
ſely es for the reception of but lee r me proceed 
: in 


* 


22 Ri « them this day. ih 
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iin order: : I entered the dreſſin 8 
vanced to Mils Betty, who held a paper i in her 
hand; but before ſhe could open her mouth, 


. Suͤkey eagerly cried, „ Nephew, we are going 


to have company: And was proceeding, when 
Miſs Betty pettiſhly interrupted her, with, 

40. O ſiſter, let me inform Sir James; you are 
Ho flippant“ “. Indeed, Miſs Betty, retert- 
"ed my enraged. aunt, . © you are ſo imperti- 
nent. J faw how things would go, and 


therefore addreſſed myſelf to both. ce Dear } 


Ladies, 1 am all impatience,” Sukey once 
more attempted to inform. me who our viſitors 
were, but Was again ſilenced by her ſiſter, Who, 
finding The ſhould not have the pleaſure of 
drawing the portraits of her gueſts, as ſhe 


thought proper, flung the card down upon the 


table and left the room, muttering about her | 


ſiſter 's ignorance. I now took it up to gain 
e eee 1 wiſhed, and read as. follows:. 


1. Gt Robert, Mr. and Mis Arthur, unite 
e in compliments to the Miss Thompſons, 
| 5 ; c and if they are diſengaged, . will do 
. themſelves the pleaſure of hang! with | 


KS $1 MM: 1 


+ From Hall, Mindy morning. "bat be A 


9 


. Aang read the card, Sukey Wine thus: 


«© Well, Sir J aines,' you have. now diſcovered 


what my Pte” ſiſter firſt ſent for you to 


een ee N 430! — a N "Know, 
8 | 


telling you. eis Falſe?” ' erled the furibus 


have properly informed Sir James, had it not 
een for your inſolent interruption : A warm 


altercation enſued, and finding eee, 2 | 


_ diſregarded; I left the fair ones 


matter,; and took a turn in the r 


my return, I found the Ladies retired to dreſs, 


and ſet myſelf down to ſcribble this nonſenſe 
to you, in hopes of entertaining y ou ͤ for "a 


moment ; however, prithee write, Nen and 


det mt know: what you are about. In my next, 


you ſhall have an account of our viſſtors : 
n 211. UL ol! ch U. Vu, 2155 


| 2 8 290 Un Et nt Janis, bolt FR 


cob gdont detto 


a J AMES \ Tnouraon to dne rama, | 


sls 13 Rn e I5 texto 31 159 


4 eft ol 814 In Gl.. 1 ivr 10 
Wy 2 pr in Part,  Minitay Eoming.” 


ileb Horne Hiatt: 31870 


ER + 2&LL, Charles, I could not ſleep without 
introducirig our gueſts to your acquaintance, 
and I- heartily wiſh: they may afford you as 
much laugheer : as they did me. About two 
glelock we aſſembled in the great dining hall, 


ture of colours you may have 
9 in "the. babilimants eli n 


« uc! iy 8 þ ; + a par- | 


Know, and then Now: out of the room withber 
Miſs Betty, ( precipitately entering) c I ſhould 


. in all the ĩnelegant and 


3 re * 


A, 


ren 


a6 


I did not ab the time comprehend, but after 
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particularly. I ſo Betty, the nesaſon of which 


wards it appeared, the elder of the ladies had 
juſt commenced a long diſcourſe on the ami- 
able. qualifications of our expbcted gueſts, When 
the noiſe of carriages driving up the avenue 
interrupted her harangue. Ring the bell 
for Joſeph, ſiſter Betty,“ ſaid the good hue 
moured Jukey, intirely : forgetting their recent 
diſpute.z--5** Do it yourſelf, : anſwered the 
angry lady, bat on hearing the company come 
into the hall, her louting looks inſtantly 


2 | changed. into a half ſmile, and ſhe haſted to 


receiys the gentlemam ; sI. gallantly advanced 
and is "Hand to the fair Miſs. Arthur, 
uh, ſtepped back from me, and after a few 
ridiculous heſitations, and inquſitive look, ac- 
companied with theſe words, * I ſuppoſe, Sic, 
you are one of the family,” to which I aſſent- 
ed with a low oe; the" dee ndeſcended to ho- 
Nour. me with the carecpf h charms as far 
as dhe upper Pen 6 the hath, - "m8 I deliyered 
der to the eaſy": chair; My eiohtiche be 
ealled to the other end ofthe roam, by the loud 
and elaborate ſpeeches of the K night in his ſul- 
dome addreſs to the ladies; but che His con- 
Verſation was>univerſal, his Jeck Were df. 
rected: with then moftiabfyurg”! 
of tenderneſs to the eldeſt Miſs" Tony, 
— did not ſeem to- POE either of the 


Oy 
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other ladies, though Sukey commanded her tric 
per better than Miſs Betty, who could hardy 
keep her hands from the face Kippets' of her 
ſiſter, and che full-bottomed peruke of rhe 


Knight; at length, after great ceremony and 


buſtle, we were all feated; when Sir Robert, 
turning to his don, hd & wall an elegante 

and amiable youth, Harry, .* Have you 
dont with your aunt? I Nope you have not 
| left her to ſcramble out of che Lew by Rer. 
fel? for I was ſo engaged by” theſe divine Ia. 
dies, I totally forgot Alicia, and y know 
her oorns are ſo bad the eannot walk without 
a&ſtance,” The lady who! ſat. cloſe to bim, 
though the parblind Knight did not fee Rex, 


_ exchimed in à ſhrill pipe, not quite che halte 


of the ſpheres, Brother, if yen have not à 
mind to maks me faint, de not expoſe your- 
ſelf before Sir James Thompſon; (my dough 
ty worſhip had been explained to her by my 


um Sulbey) chen turning'ts me, in à childiſh. 


accent continued, you muſt encuſs my bo- 
ther's ignorance, Sir, he is always thinking otrhis 
own: gouty toes, and would purſuade people I 
can't. walk any more than himſelf. Corns 
indeed! mumbled ſhe to herſelf, and darted 


ſuch a look at the poor eulprit as ſeemed to 


petrify him. The difconcerted Knight ſtam- 
meted out a few incoherent apologies, conclud- 


ing with freſh offence, by ſaying, Why 
Alive, you know your corns are very bad, and 


he why 


W 
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why ſhould vou wiſh to deny it?“ The lady 
no loſt all patience, and I believe the con- 
verſation would have conſiſted of their mutual 
ailments till this time, if 1 had not ſet things 
to rights, by flattering both the lady and the 
| knight---that , if they had not informed 
us of their ſeveral misfortunes, we: ſhould 
not have | diſcovered! it by their appear- 
ances. As for you, my dear Miſs Arthur, 


(continued I) I ſhould have thought Sir Robert 


deprived of his wits, in inſinuating a circum- 
Hance of this nature, did I not plainly per- 
ceive; the motives by which he is actuated. 
Envy, Madam, at your mental as well as perſo · 
nal perfections influences him; and when once 
. 2 man is under the dominion of that horrid 
| fiend, no wonder he does not adhere to truth“ 
O flattexy, thou ſoothing balm to frail human 
diſpoſitions; how wilt thou reconcile things 
{antradigtory in.nature? £7239; ben el how it 
Phi ſpeech had the deired effect, and brought 
| tba Rig abe toſoplacida turn of thought, that 
I more than once repented, during the courſe 
of che day, my very great politeneſs. This diſ- 
pute being ſettled to the ſatisfaction of the par- 
ties, nothing more occured worth obſervation, 
exgept my aunt;etty's viſible deſire to gain the 
heart of dir Rabert from ber eldeſt ſiſter; I am 
ſorry to ſay the lady failed in che attempt 5. for, 
like a true . he ſeems not to: * capable of 
; Ent | 5d * 82 © eng 110 ; 2 A 2 Fn | 
IN | 
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changing "Thad ſome of oportug? itles of: enteri 
on Wires to 1 1 ks with Nr Ab, and 1151 
he appears a jable' and abtccable man; I | 
his education has been liberal, and his ſenti- 
ments do hon6ur to His inſtructors. In mort, 
Freemer, I more than” one thought of you 
during our converfation; the nghlatity of the 
other characters that formed” the groupe: made 


me regard Mr. Arthur ds a more valuable ac- 


quiſition than F- might have done had he been 3 


leſs contraſted; but ſituated à8 I was, 1 pro 
miſed with pleaſüre to return his viſit ſpeellily. | 
Farewell! the leaden hand of -Nleep fo pow 
fully oppreſſes 912 benden INE can ren. 
er een * 1 £311 . 
131090209 o 24411 
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* Pirtnhan Square, 


21 195 PIR he. ate one! n on e 
her 8555 father are perhaps eg never 
ag ain to behold their 83 Was my 
1 when the hour of ſeparation came, 


"no! or could all the fondneſs and gentle ehe 


4 
1 
1 
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our g f Mrs. Eveling ſoothe, in the Talleſt de- 
fot my forrowing heart.z they carried me to 
dhe coach, and brought me Bere. -Heayen 
preſerve. the dear wanderers, .and reſtore them- - 


"ence more in — and * ; ſtupid "as 1 
73 4 chad was. | 
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was, with grief, { h begged, permiſſion. te keep 
my room this day, Which the obliging Mrs. 
Eveling inſtantly complied with, ſaying, E- 
very thing, my dear Mifs Belville, to render 
your reſidence more pleaſing, ſhall be granted 
that is within my power to obtain; I may 
promiſe the ſame for Mr. Eveling,. though ab- 
ſent.“ I. thanked her in the moſt grateful 
terms my ſoftened heart could dictate, and 
promiſed to give no more than one day to 
mourn the loſs of my Louiſa, the friend of my 
infant years; ſhe ſmiled, and praiſed my ſen- 
ſibility, ſaying, “ Hearts like yours are little 
calculated to meet the ſhocks of fortune. ; and 
indeed Miſs Belville, I heartily wiſh your ſoft= 
neſs may not have .many trials to encounter 
as; inſtead of ſtruggling, I fear you would yield 
to them.” (Ah, Harriet ! little did ſhe know 
the heart-felt trial thy Adeline has endured.) 
After ſome more affectionate expreſſions ſhe 
left me to myſelf, freely to indulge my t tears. 
T would give you .my ſentiments oh my new 
ſituation, was not my, heart ſo totally engroſſed 
by my recent loſs that I can neither think or 
Write of any thing elſe. My Louiſa at part 
ing gave me a letter for Captain Freemer ; ; 
looking at 'me attentively and bluſhing, c read 
that, Adeline, and if it meets your approbati 
Gellver it as directed; the importunate oy 
drew a * from. me to inform him of the 
reality 


| tenlity.of our! foreign expedition; ye will 


ofton:ſee him at Mr. Eveling's;-and perhaps Re 


may ſometimes mention thy Louiſa; tell him, 


my Adeline, I ſhall eſteem him in the light I 


have ever done, but as he values ax ture re- 


gard let him not endeavour to gain his father's 
approbation to: our union; if fortune ſhould 


fmile on him; and he ſhould continue his ſenti- 


ments in my favour, I ſhall receive them as 
kis merit deſerves.” As the letter cannot be 


done juſtice to by any other words than thoſe of 
my Louiſa; Lill, by her permimen, ineloſe 


a copy of vie, as 1 fal give it to captain Free- 


mer the frſt opportunity; excellent girl, 1 tow do 


Ladmire her elevated ideas che more I know of 


Rer the more reaſon have Ito regret her depar- 
ture. Alas, 
hall I Hd in a und of company for the loſs 
of Miſs Somners ? no conſideration can recon- 
eile me to her abſence. I Will no longer trou- 

die ron wich imp complaints, bay ft i to üb- 
fende . 3 
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; POO Thonptan tor chte pts of 
your friendſflip now lying 'before me \ \ greatly 
= Have! -entartai me; and was it not 

" for 
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my Harriet! What conſolation | 
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for my uncertaln ſituation; with Miss Somners} 
I ſhould enjoy; the lively deſcriptions: of your do- 
meſtic controverſies more than I can expreſs: 
the ludicrous light, however, in which you place 
your worthy, aunts, is not, in my humble opi« 
nion, ftrictly commendable; and if I was not 
convinced you value - what: is really good in 
their characters, and only laughed at their foi= 
blies, I. ſhould eſteem you much leſs than 1 doy 
but I know under that yivacity of diſpoſition you 
carry an excellent heart; this it was that firſt in- 
ou me to call you friend, and ſo long ag you 
115 5 „will preſerve me ſo. Go on then, 

= indy the ſallies of a ſprightly imagination 
F y my, gravity 3 of this be aſſured; 
your letters, be the ſubject of them what they 
will, ever muſt give ſatisfaction to your friend. 
A week of the time propoſed by Louiſa for ſatiſa 
Ha, my curioſity, has already ęlapſed, and I 
afdently wiſh for the period that is to put an 
end te my ſuſpenſe. The ſeruples of that dear 
girl, has, and 1 fear may, occaſion infinite pain 
tomy heart; would ſhe permit me, I would brave 
Sir Richard's anger, and openly avow my love; 
though the generoſity. of her diſpoſition is the 
ſource from which l ſuffer; yet muſt} admire her 
for it, and the more numerous the obſtacles that 
inter vene, the more am I determined ta call her 
mine. Oh, Thompſon] you are a ftranger to the 
op and eee the res 

3; 
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thoſe who ove : did you once experience the in- 
finite viciflitudes of that pafſion, you would 
no longer wonder at my anxiety ; but though 


you do not feel it, you nay pity thoſe who do, 
in the number of whichi _- 


| _ Crantes FREEMER, * 
1 1 71 


. Bruviets fo Miſs Avinoox: Lf 


n e Portman-Square. 5 i] 
Eier from the hurry and confuſion of com- 
pany, which for three days paſt I have been 
continually engaged i in, I joyfully ſet dowyn to 
hold half an hour's converſation with my Har- 
riet. I hope you will find this letter more pati- 

. ent and reſigned to the will of heaven than my 
3 laſt; reflexion has had its proper effect on my 
mind, and I can bear to think on the departure 
of my friends with ſome degree of calmneſs. 1 
believe I owe the preſent compoſure of my 
thoughts in a great meaſure to the kind allow. 
ance of Mrs. Evelin; her obliging diſpoſition | 
induced her to fall into my melancholy with all 
the facility of good-nature. 80 well Judgedan 
indulgence, had the proper effect on me, and 
rouzed me ſooner from my grief than any oppo- 
ſition could have done: how very much a con- 
duct of this nature endears the perſon te one! 
Mrs. Evelin has ated fo affectionately i in this. 
matter, that my utmoſt gratitude is engaged. I 
have been introduced to all Mr. Evelin's family, 
r they 


JJ Bo 


26 FEMALE, STABILITY. 
they appear a very agreeable ſet of people, or if 


they are not ſo, at leaſt they are a very polite 
one; all I ſhould not have . for one 4 
Sir Harry Evelin, who is out of town, I have | 
not ſeen : Mrs. Evelin tells me he is the m 
polite and amiable of her brothers, rather t 
much given to gallantry, but that is a fault, 
Miſs Belville, not unpardonable now-a-days; 
ſome ſmall part of the world may think ſo, ma- 
dam, but I um of a different opinion; what the 
gentlemen call gallantry, degenerates very of- 
ten into impertinence, and ſpeaking in the moſt 
favourable terms of this polite foible, it is trou- 
bleſome and diſagreeable. Lou are very ſe- 
vere, anſwered Mrs. Evelin, on this faſhiona- 
ble foible, to adopt your epithet, and I believe 
there are few ladies of your age who are of your 
opinion. e am ſorry for it, for if more held 
it in the light do, we ſhould not ſee the encou- 
ragement given to Its moſt unbounded exceſs; 
which now continually offends the eye of obſer- 
vation.” True my dear, but people who live 
in the beau monde muſt not obſerve thoſe ſcru- 
pulous niceties in behaviour; if you mix in po- 
lite company you muſt conform to their man 
ners in a great degree, I mean where your prin- 
ciples are not concerned.” * Pardon me, ma- 
dam, I do not think ſo; I would not endeavour 
to perſuade people to lay aſide their favourite 
purſuits, Iknow the Fe, would be vain and 
OS» but-I would not follow thoſe pur- 
4 luies 
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 faits merely becauſe they did, in contradiftion 


to my better judgment. ” She ſmiled, and ſaid, 
<< your heart, Miſs Belville, is a very good one, 


but thoſe forupulous ideas of rectitude in words 


and trifling actions, prove you know more of 


mankind by theory than practice: books, Ade- 


line, ſet human nature in a higher light than it 
deſerves, often ſtripping it of thoſe little frailties 


which a commerce with the world will prove it 
really is poſſeſſed of.” Here we were interrupted 


by a-perſon who came to Mrs, Evelin on buſi- 


neſs, and I took the opportunity of retiring to 
write this converſation to my Harriet ; let. me 


have your apinion on it, which till I am favoured 
with I ſhall ſuſpend my judgment. I had laſt 
night an opportunity of giving Louiſa's letter, 
unperceived, to Captain Freemer, who, on ſee- 


ing the ſuperſcription-exclaimed: (his eyes ſpark- 


ling with: pleaſure) from my Louiſa | thank 


you, dear Miſs Belville.” I checked his tranſ- 


ports by a-fromn,-and immediately left him: as 
he has this letter four days before the expiration 


of the fortnight, his exclamation was cauſed by 


| ſurprize ; he does not know Iam here to reſide; 
I fancy he imagined I was only on a viſit ; how- 


ever my friend's letter will inform him. Poor 


Freemer! I feel for his uneaſineſs, but as the 
generoſity of Miſs Sumners is the baſis of it, he 


will learn to bear it; whatever he may feel, he 
cannot avoid Acid the fair cauſe of his trouble. 
Fareivels my dear Harriet ; ; my moſt affectionate 

C2 reſ- 


28 FEMALE STABILITY; 
reſpects attend your amiable, mother, and be- 
lieve me with the 9 1 b 
35ͤ ͤ n 

ADELINE BELVILLE. ; 


: 


Captain F REEMER to * J AMES Tnourson. 


 Garge-freet, May 5. 
0 H, Thompſon! Lach diſtracted; eruel, un- 
generous girl, thus to deceive the man who a- 
dores her; read tlie encloſed, and then judge of 
my ſurprize, judge of my ſituation ! | and yet 
the motives of the fair deceiver are fo Juſt, ſo 
laudable, that dear as ſhe was before, ſhe is far 
dearer to me than ever; neyer was there united 
in one woman ſuch Lab, „ ſuch generous ſen- 
timents, Joined to ſuch exquiſite ſenſibility. 


<« She was all my fond wiſhes could aſæ, 

4e The delight and the joy of myhearts, ih 
„ She was nature's moſt beautiful 88 oy 
— . #6 Nein ud; te ex ſs vd 2a; 


vet, compleat as me i is, ſhe. i is gone, l loſt to me 
for ever | yes, my, Louiſa, 5 may never behold 
thee more: thy ſweet hoe may NEVET be reali- 
zed; but I will follow her; yes, Thompſon, 
1 will follow her; tho. ſeas and worlds 
divide us, ſtill will 1 purſue her, ſpite « of ber 
prohibition: but does ſhe not command me to 
ſtay? I know not what to do nor how to pro- 
ceed; Iwill fly to her ends and force her by 
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my entreaties to tell me to what corner of the 
globe Miſs:Sumners is retired : but I have not 
told you by what means I came to know Miſs 
Belville did not accompany Louiſa. Laſt night 
T'was at Mrs. Evelin's route, and on entering the 
room perceived the fair Adeline ſtanding at 
the upper end of it, without her friend. I was 
haſting to pay my compliments, when, on ſee- 
ing me ſhe advanced, and held a paper in her 
hand, which I knew to be Louiſa's writing; ſhe 
gave it me and inſtantly retired. I had no op- 
[away & of bf Fs to her 17 that even- 


c $#. + © 


from that faſhionable amuſement. As found I 
ſhould have no opportunity of addreſſing Ade- 
line, [left Mrs. Evelin's early, on pretence of 
| A head-ach, and flew to indulge my curioſity ; 
but ah, Thompſon! what were my emotions 
on reading the contents ! love, diſappointment, 
rage, grief, and aſtoniſhment, alternately took 
poſſeſſion of my heart. 1 did not know how to 
expreſs my bewildered thou ghts when I firſt 
took the pen to inform you of this event. But 
now reaſon preponderates,” T find admiration 


and ſorrow are my principal. feelings; the loſs 


bf that dear girl ſits heavy at my heart; what to 
do I know not; adviſe me, my friend, and pity 
the miſerable ſituation of CHARLES FREEMER- 


"WY WS 
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P. S. Since I wrote the above Pealied: oh 
Miſs Belville; ſhe was gone out of town for a 


few days; bow I ſhall A GA N _— re- 
turns ] know not. | 


a 
1 


Mis So,, # onna. rerunn- 


( Encloſed in the *. 3 
Brtore this reaches the hand'of Captain Free- 
mer, Lonifa Somners will be far = the tu- 
multous domain of Neptune: yes, fir, 1 leave 
my native ſhore in hopes of recovering by my 
tender care, and the affiſtance of miider ſans, 
the health of a dear and amiable father, I pro- 
mifed in a fortnight to inform you concerning 
the reality of our quitting England; Fnow ful- 
fil my word---I aſſure you my declining an ex- 
planation of this circumſtance at Lady Richley's, 
proceeded from nowith of evaſion; en the con- 
trary, merely to ſpare you the pats of a formal 
ſeparation; my reſolution was fixed in reſpect 
to you, and I would not add an additional pang 
to whatT know you will feel for my loſs, Be- 
Heve'me, Freemer, irreconcileable as my con- 
duct may appear, experience for you all that fer- 
vency of affection a heart formed of the moſt de- 
licate particles of human nature is capable of: 
convinced as Lam of your love, and knowing how 
far the violence of your paſſion would lead you in 

e Roe to the reſentment of your fa- 


ther 
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ther an mx account, I ſhould, ili merit that 
diſintereſted affection with which you honour 
me, was I to conſent you ſhould involve yout- 
ſelf in diſtreſs, when a proper exertion of pa- 
tience, and a firm reliance on the goodneſs of 
providence, may in time remove the clouds that 
at preſent envelope our deſtiny, and all be clear 


and ſerene, However, if fortune ſhould prove 


adverſe, we ſhall have the ſatisfaction of reflet- 
ing we have not by our on imprudence brought 
on our misfortunes. Believe me, in your mo- 
ments of reaſon, uninfluenced by paſſion, you 
will ſee this ſeparation in its proper light, and 
from various motives, join your Louiſa in ap- 
proving it. I know the taſk is hard, and much 
philoſophy you will need to fubſcribe to thoſe 
ſentiments; but when once the victory is ob- 
tained you will have reaſon to rejoice at what 
now cauſes your ſorrow. My Adeline will 
from time to time inform you of my welfare, 
but as vou value my love, ſeck not to write, or | 
by a vain purfuit endeavour to find my reſidence; | 
of this- be affured, no change of clime nor fi- 
tuation ean ever make an alteration in my 
heart, nor will any man but w have reaſon te 
boaft e the love "ng 


Tov Sozinions. 


. 
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ne Apes to > A" euer 
ener  Elnruvd. 


1352 6 my 1 girl, to anſwer your two 
laſt letters, fraught with ſuch kindneſs and rer 
gard for your grateful Harriet. My mother i is 
gone to pay a charitable. viſit five miles diſtant, 
and as I ſhall not have the pleaſure of her com- 

pany till evening, 1 joyfully employ the inter- 
mediate ſpace 1n writing to my Adeline. 1 am 
pleaſed with Mrs. Evelin, who appears by 
your deſcription. to be an amiable woman. Her 
indulgence of your melancholy, ; as you obſerye, | 
was indeed well judged, and proyed ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed a great deal of ſenſibility. 1 confeſs her 
conduct i in that reſpect amazed me, when 1 
read your ſecond letter, where ſhe rather diſco- 
vered a gaiety of temper, and approbation of 
gallantry (Which, as you judiciouſly pronoun- | 
ced, was the greateſt impertinence), nay, ſome- 
times ſeryes to cloak the moſt horrid vice, I 
think ſhe ſhewed a turn that ſeldom reſides in a 
mind of great rectitude and tender feelings; but 


perhaps I may judge erroneouſly, ignorant of 
the modes that actuate the more polite, and en- 
larged circles of the world: my ideas may move 
in as contracted a ſphere as my obſervations have 
- hitherto done: all I can boaſt is a knowledge of 
men from books, which Mrs. Evelin pronoun- 
es inſufficient to form a * judgment of 


N N 5 them, 
1 -< 


__ 


FEMALE: STABILITY: 33 


chem, ſo that a perſon. who purſues knowledge 
in ſpeculation, when called into real, action, 
vil! find his treaſured ſtöre uſeleſs and fictitious. 


Ah, my dear Adeline! if virtue thus faintly 


drawn, in reality is ſtill; fainter, who would 


with to know the world; rather would I remain, 


in continual, j | ignorance, and enjoy the dear de- 


light of thinking virtue does reſide in the habi- 


tations of men, than by fatal experience prove 


the contrary.---However, innate probity and 
heart-felt rectitude will ſtrongly prove her pow= 
erful influence on the ſoul. In vain the wicked 


may envy her exiſtence ; ſhe will appear thro? 


the thin fallacy, ang Like conviction on the 
unbeliever, How have I ſuffered this enthuſi- 
aſtick love 0 virtue to run away with my pen! 


but the attempt to leſſen her influence 


| makes me not miſtreſs of myſelf. How, I ad- 


mire the generous: Louiſa! ſhe deſeryes every 


felicity, and I have no doubt but her noble con- 


duct will be eminently rewarded, both here and 
ina more perfect ſtate, 


# 1 Wo 


That heart can never know a joy 


dich never r felt a Pain. te 111 22 Y : 44 vey 


* 1 
SOT 


9 The bear Loviſa has felt enough of the latter ve 


fore ſhe could act thus heroically: may ſhe be 


bappy after all her ſufferings, and bleſs the 


-worthy Freemer with her hand! Let me hear 


_ ** that befalls you in the ſcene of 


hurry 


_ * 
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hurry and diffipation you are engaged in; for 
dear as you deſervedly are to my heart, the moſt 
minute circumſtance is intereſting. 1 hear * 
mama's voice, fhe is returned unexpectedly, I 
muſt haſten to meet her; ſhe calls for her Har- 
ne Hs, my Adeline, E Iris neil 
TX Yours, "421 3. Ni 


1 
e AbixTon. | 


Sir Janis * Tnourson to err rn 


Alo: Perl. 


1 r le; kriow not what | 
to fay to this conduct of Miſs Somnets. I ne- 
ver was fo greatly affected in my life as on read- 
ing her letter; egad, I thought I ſhould have 
Inĩvelled over it; the greatneſs of mind that ap- 
pears through che whole, I never imagined to 
have found in woman; the tenderneſs of ex- 
preſſion, and pathetic aſſurance of niever fuffer- 
ing any one but yourſelf to ſhare her love, 
pleaſed me infinitely, and I could not forbear 
. loudly exclaiming, a moſt noble girl, by hea- 
 vens!” forgetting my aunts were al preſent. 
The violence of my expreſſions made them throw 
down their work, and demand with one voice 
what the meaning of thoſe words could be. 1 
© had need of all my confidence to bring me off:; 
however I POR pretty wel, and only told 
: a fib 


2 I „ „„ 
10 
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_ ſib or two, and fo it paſſed... Upon my ſoul 
I do not wonder at your loving Mifs Somners; 
_ I ſhould think you a horrid inſenſible dog if 
was not juſt mad at her loſs. Seriouſly, Free. 
mer, if my fortune or preſence can be of ſer- 
vice to you, both are yours heartily ; but aftgg 
all, I believe your beſt way will be to wait-your 
fair enſlaver's pleafure of making herretirement 
known, and reſt content, without mfringing 
her commands: with. the generality of women, 
I ſhould Took on injunctions of this ſort as 
given with a defign for their admirers to bre 
through; but in Miſs Somners's letter there is 
ſuch an air of truth and candour, that it would 
be little leſs than facrilege to doubt her ſenti- 
ments being thoſe of her heart. That the wi 
you is plain; comfort yourſelf therefore wit 
the pleaſing reflection it will be (in all proba- 
bility) one day in your power to offer a tithe 
and fortune worthy the acceptance of your 
Louifa's exalted virtues. Endeavour to bear 
up againſt this ſtroke, and aſſume your agreeable 
chearfulneſs. I went yeſterday to Trout- 4 
Hall, and really Mr. Arthur. improves each day | 
I fee him. I was received with great civility | 
by the whole family, particularly Miſs Alice, | 
who took it, as ſhe deelared, very kind, my eo- 
ming thus early to return their viſit.---She, at- 
| tended by her nephew, ſhewed me the houſe 
and park, which is the moſt romantically beauti- 
| | ful 
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ful I ever remember to have ſeen. It was, before 
Sir Robert had it, in the poſſeſſion of a gentle- 
man who was related to the Arthurs, and named 
Eliot, but having no child it deſcended to them. 
Sir Robert preferring it to his paternal inheri- 
tance, here fixed his reſidence. My friend 
Harry gave me the hiſtory of Mr. Elliot, which, 
as it is entertaining, I will fend to-you;.provi+ 
ded you promiſe the to read it with, attention, 
and draw ſome conſolation from the misfortunes 
of his life ; but as the houſe and park are .now 
freſh in my imagination, I will draw them out 
for your obſervation.— The name of the man- 
ſion is taken from a fine trout ſtream that runs 
quite round the park, which i is five miles in cir- 
cumference. The building is old and venera- 
ble, entirely ſtone, and much of it uſeleſs, as 
the buildings in former days generally were: 
the furniture is elegant, and ſhews great taſte; 
. anumber of good paintings ornament the houſe 
in all parts; ſome of the moſt eminent maſters 
productions, both with the pencil and chiſſel, 
appear. The pieces of ſculpture are diſpoſed 
in little temples erected for that purpoſe in ſeve- 
ral parts of the park, at one corner of which, a 
variety of trees form a kind of grove, about 
half a mile in extent. In the fartheſt part of 
this wood, in miniature, a ſmall houſe thatched 
with ſtraw appeared; approaching nearer, Tread 
over the door in gold letters; | 
n 60 Stranger, 


. g ; 


— — —Ajͤ . 2 Ü— 0“ 164 
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„Stranger, whoe*r thou wt, approach, and 
| know \ N 
Aman once dwelt within this dreary gloom, 
Whom happineſs had made a wretched outcaſt; ? 
f Here paſs'd his days, and here remain bis 
bones.“ a 


. V.. 
3 E * 5 97 5 4 . : p 7 


I turned to Mr: Arber and id, may I avail 

myſelf of this friendly imviettibg ?” he ſmiled, 

and led me through a long avenue, before we 

gained the entrance of the — then paſs- 

ing a pretty hall, Harry opened 40580 in the | 
« midſt of a ſmall room ſtood a monument. 1 | 

ſtarted at this extraordinary ſight, and my friend | 

ſeeing my furprize, led me towards the ſepu]- | 

chre, on which was wroteohly! theſe words ; Ne | 


e Here fangs I truſt i in Donate. oaks woke! 
66 All that remains of F. rederick- Ellie” 5 


My euriohity,! was greatly Wenn by this a- 
ma ing circumſtance, and I begged Mr. Arthur 
to lend me the manuſcript 1 had before heard he | 
was poſſeſſed of. He e e obliged me, and 
I returned from Trout-Hall with ideas more 
grave than for ſome time had taken poſſeſſion of 
my mind. In my next, Charles, you thall have 
the hiſtory of Mr. Elliot, if vou have any in- 
e to Hit it. | „ e N 
Fer 1110 i i [55x 
4 AMES THOMPSON. | 


Mie 


7 


38 FEMALE STABILITY. 
Io vu W wh ABIwTOR. 


„ « 
Portman-Sguare. 


Fs Should haue anſwered my dear Harriet's 
letter immediately, had I been favoured with an 
opportunity; but as Mrs. Evelin was going out 
of town, and begged me to accompany her, I 
could not refuſe with the ſmalleſt politeneſs, 
and therefore complied with her requeſt. We 

returned: yeſterday morning, "and engaged for 
the afternoon ; 1 found not a leiſure moment 
till now to employ in the pleaſing avocation of 
writing to my friend. I entirely agree in your 
opinion, and conclude with you, that the be- 
haviour and ſentiments of Mrs. Evelin do not 
correſpond. Every moment | find freſh rea- 
ſon to convince me ſhe acts often in contradic- 
tion to her avowed opinions. As ſoon as we 

came home ſhe informed rhe ſhe expected com- 
pany in the afternoon, among whom would be 

her brother, Sir Henry Evelin, and «1 hope, my + 
dear Adeline, our laſt converſation has not pre- 
Judiced you againſt, him ; for though Sir 
Harry may have taken ſome liberties in the for- 
mer part of his life, he is ſtrictly a man of ho- 
nour.“ &«T have not the leaſt doubt of it, madam, 
and you may be aſſured any perſon that claims 
arelation's privilege with you, will be ever re- 

garded by me with the utmoſt reſpect.“ © Youare 
an amiable and ſweet girl, and 1 almoſt tremble 


v#>. 6 — 2 
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for my brother's heart. Such b uty and webe 
neſs of temper united, are dangeròus temptations 
Ws fulceptiblemind® Ah, madam | you nced 
not fear, my gravity wilt preſerve Sir Harry 
from danger.“ I would notanfwer, Adeline, but 
you wilt hardly have time to dreſs : remember, 
you may make more than one conqueſt to- night.“ 
She begged I would oblige her, by putting on a 
laylock ſattin polonefe cloſe to the wriſts, my 
hair without powder, ornamented with fine 
blond lace, by way of hood. Thus dreſſed, we 
waited in the drawing-room for our company... 
Mrs. Evelin had juſt aſked me to play one of 
Handel's compoſit itions, when a buſtle on the 
ſtairs informed us our viſitors were come. I left 
the harpſic chord immediately, and paid my com- 
plimepts 1 to the ladies that now entered, and had 
again placed myfelf at the inſtrument, at their 
particular entreaty, whari the entrance of Sir 
Harry Evelin, Captain Freemer, and Mr. Muſ- 
ve, cauſed a ſęcond interruption ; however, 
without looking at any of the gentlemen, I pro- 
ceeded to ſing what the ladies defired. When I 
had finiſhed, Mrs. Evelin came and took my 
hand, and'led me towards Sir Harry, who aroſe 
on ſeeing | her i intent. This, Sir, is Miſs Bel- 
ville, the fair ward of Mr. Evelin: this, Miſs 
Belville, is Sir Harry Evelin.“ He returned the 


filent curtſey I made him by. an inundation 1 


nne ches; 3 then taking my hand with reſ- 
| i — 5 
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" pet, led me in the moſt, gallant manner to a 
vacant ſopha at the upper end of the room, and 
ſeating himſelf by me, began to entertain me 
with the common: place language of the times, 
running out in the moſt extrayagant encomiums 
on my perſon. 1 forgot to tell you 1 went 
through the ſame ceremony of introd uction to 
Mr. Muſgrave as to. Sir Harry, The firſt na- 
med gentleman is a gephew of Mrs. Evelin's 85 
and as great a coxcomb as ever graced the court 
of folly. He was inſtantly as familiar as if he 
had known me for as many years has he had mi- 
nutes, and heartily glad was Lat any rate to get 
rid of his nonſenſe. I wanted to ſpeak to. poor 
Freemer, who looked abſolutely miſerable, but 
Sir Harry kept ſo cloſe to me found it impoſh- 
fo : e 1 watched a moment, when. a 


12 


poignant ſenſation of love, 4 55 teh: a- 
forming me to what part of the globe my cruel 
charmer is retired. < Pardon me, Captain Free- 
mer, I cannot betray the confidence of my friend: 
Louiſa's generous letter ſhould have ſatisfied you. 
Does | ſhenot give you. every conſolation in the 
power of her ſituation to admĩniſter? © «« Alas, 
lovely Adeline! 'tis not for loye ever to be ſa- 
; Fe tisfied . 
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tisfied ; I adore the elevated ſentiments of Miſs 
Somners, . but I cannot be ſatisfied with them; 
my happineſs is in your power, only inform 
me where to find Louiſa, and 1 will ha- 
zard every thing to ſecure her mine. «« You 
convince me, fir, you are not to be affected by the 
moſt diſintereſted loye that ever agitated a fe- 
male boſom. - Does not my Louiſa tell you ſhe þ. 
will. ever regard you in the favourable light ſhe 
does at preſent ? was your love like her 85 noble 
and exalted, you would enter into the force of 
her reaſonings, and think yourſelf the happieſt 
of your ſex, to poſſeſs a heart like her's. 24 
« Miſtake not my intentions, Miſs Belville, 
nor injure my love; Ifeel the force of my Louifa's 
reaſonings, and acknowledgethe juſtneſs of your 
arguments; but though my reaſon is convinced, 
my love is refractory, and ſpite of myſelf, I muſt 
Ry entreat you to diſcover where ſhe is gone :” 

« Whatever youropinion of me may be, Captain 
Freemer, believe me, I am incapable of betray- 
ing a conn Miſs Somners has truſted with 
me on condition of not informing you of it; 5 
how can you imagine I ſhould tell you ?”---He 
was going to anſwer, when Sir Harry, whoſe 
eyes had been fixed on us all the time, rudely 
left the lady, who ſeemed inclined to detain him, 
and adyanced towards us. You have en- 
rolled this fair one a 2 1908) while, \ Captain Free- 

: — mer, 7 
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mer, ſaid he, permit your neighbours to ſhare 
the happineſs of her converſation.” True, Sir 
_ Harry, exclaimed the fop Muſgrave; 3 the lovely 
_ Miſs Belville's influence 1s like the ſun, and like | 
that reſplendent orb, we wonder at its bright- 
neſs. .. Bleſs us ire mortals with the mild 
radiance of your eyes, charming Mifs Belville, 
and do not ſhed all their beams on that dull re- 
preſentative of Don Quixote: then taping 
Captain freemer on the ſhoulder, 46 Prithee, 
Charles, lay aſide thy funeral phiz, and look as 
if you was an inhabitant of the gay world.“ 
Freemer regarded him with a look of ineffable 
contempt, but condeſcended not to anfwer him. 
Muſgrave appeared inſenfible to every kind of 
rebuke, and continued to addreſs me in the 
fame ridiculous language, and again comparing 
my eyes to the mild radiance of the ſun, T could 
not forbear ſaying, the moon you mean, fir, as . 
the rays of the ſun are rather violent than mild. 
He ſeemed confounded, and turning haſtily 
from me, ſaid. he muſt pay. his compliments to 
a lady he had not ſeen before, as he would offend 
none of them. Sir Harry and Captain Freemer 
now laughed aloud, and the former obſerved, 
40 Tom has been ſilenced once in his life, but 
the power of beauty is wonderful on every be- 
holder:“ a moſt emphatical ſigh accompanied 
theſe words, and a tender preſſi ure of the hand. 
Freemer endeavoured in vain, ſeveral times, to 
. rens 
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renew the converfation in which his heart was 
concerned, but he was eternally diſappointed by 
the vigilant Sir Harry; finding it impoſſible, 
he politely took his leave, giving me a look of | 
the moſt expreſſive” ſenſibility.— Ah, poor 
Freemer ] it is not in my power to relieve: you. 
Sir Harry obſerved, * Captain Freemer had 
left his heart behind him, but how is it poſ- 
ſible any man can reſiſt the charms of Mifs 
Belville?“ -The ſervant informed him his car- 
riage waited, he took his leave, as he was the 
laſt of the company he could not well ſtay lon- 
ger; and as Sir Harry releaſed me from a trou- 
bleſome companion, ſo will J free my Harriet 
from this long letter, and ſubſeribe eee 
Incerely, an 


Ane Brrvirrr. 


P. 8. ee eee 
dies to accompany them to Ranelagh on We- 


neſday.---E * 4 entertainments. 


Captain F ibn 50 Sin Janys D HOMPSON. 


You R obliging letter, Sir "OT has had 
its proper effect, and for a time amuſed and al- 
leviated my uneaſineſs; but the purport of your 
viſit to Trout-Hall end my entertainment : 
my ſorrow returned, and Louiſa's virtues aroſe 
to my remembrance, and the reflexion that thoſe 

\ | 8— 


: * 


„ FEMALE STABILITY. 
virtues were loſt to me, added a poignancy to 


my grief that became intolerable. I have in 
vain endeavoured to perſuade Miſs Belville to 


_ _ © | inform me Where her friend is gone: true to 


the inexorable maid, ſhe refuſed to caſe my 

anxiety; yet, amidſt all my ſorrows, Jam in- 

tereſted in the fate of Mr. Elliot; the extraor- 
dinary eircumſtances you have related raiſe my 
_ curioſity, and I ſhould be happy to have it ſa- 
.tisfied. I intend to make one effort more to move 
-Miis Belville, and if that ſucceeds not, I muſt 
reſt contented with my fate. The lovely Ade- 

line attracts univerſal admiration: numberleſs 
conqueſts attend her ſteps; I am miſtaken if 
Sir Harry Evelin has eſcaped her power; he 

has but once beheld her, but his evident appro- 

bation could not eſcape the moſt common ob- 

ſerver; you know he is infinitely devoted to the 
_ fair ſex, and hitherto: changeable; as the wind: 
-what the charms of Miſs Belville may do, 1 
know not; but many others have proved inſuf- 
_ ficient to hold him: a heart gentle and tender 
as her's, 1ſhould imagine, would never chuſe 

Sir Harry for a partner. A penſive melancholy 

| hangs: over her beautiful countenance, but 
from what it proceeds I am ignorant; ſome im- 
perfect ſtory I have heard of a tender diſappoint- 

ment, but I know not its reality; z the has a 
chearfulneſs, ariſing from innocence, which 
ſometimes pets, but in general her viyacity 
is 


@ 
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is | cloud by the veil of Ferious: and rolignes 
- ſorrow: uppon my word, 1 know not a more 
amiable character than Miſs Belville ; ſhe is a- 
dored at Mr. Evelin's; though her reſidence 
has been very ſhort, ſhe has coneiliated the af- 
fections of the whole houſe. I could expatiate 

on the perfections of this charming girl for an 
age. Is ſhe not the beloved friend of my Lou- 

iſa? Adieu, n believe me yours, 
| ; - CnanLys FREBMER.' 


— 


Sir Janus T HOMPSON * _ F — 


| N 3 n Abo- Part. 
| fi Sendiencloſed th hiſtory of Mr. Elliot; it 
has entertained me greatly: my aunts, who are 
charmed with any thing romantick, declare 
Mr. Elliot's retirement was the beſt and only 
way to reconcile him to heaven. My aunt 
Betty, who delights in reproving, held a long 
diſſertation on the folly of paſſion, and ended 
her ſermon by pitying wh ſituation. of La Jue- 
neſs.— Why, Nephew, I thought you would 
have killed the poor fellow; how could you 
ſwear and make ſuch a noiſe this morning ? \I 

proteſt, Sir James, you are quite a reprobate.” | 
I ſaw what the wanted, and took no notice of 
her, to the great entertainment of Miſs . 
but walked PA and down * room ae, 


Be- 
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Beliebt me, tear aunt, 
I yourave thirs and rant, 


You neter will a lover perſuade. © 


/ 


The lady let her learned diſcourſe, and Ken 
talking got to acting. She aroſe, and hopping 
towards me, do you mean to inſult me, fir?”? 
Not at all, madam; ſuffer me to reprove my 
own. ſervant as I pleaſe, and you are free from 
every inſult from me; nay, from every obſerva- 
tion.” Inſolent monſter ! but I know who l am 
obliged to for your mean opinion; and darting 
a look of the greateſt fury at her ſiſter, ſhe flung 
out of the room. You ſee, Freemer, I am not 
exempt from trouble; my care ariſes ſrom re- 
ſentments, not the tender emotion of love. IL 
hope you are better reconciled to your fate than 
when you wrote laſt. The manuſcript will 
tend to amaze you: Jam half in the ſighing 
- way for Miſs Belyille, you draw her ſo lovrly. 
Adieu, I Will not detain out peruſal of _s 
Elliot's er aud ο¹ͥ , 6, 
of Wk 4 "IO Taoureen. 
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my Incloſed i in the \ preceding. 15 


As ae ese een will, ver peseih, 
be formed on my retirement from the world, by 
thoſe ignorant of the cauſe, and the particula- 


rity _ 
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rity of my life will moſt likely occaſion illi- 


beral and ill- natured obſervations, 1 write the 


hiſtory of my misfortunes, ignorant into whoſe 
hands it may fall. Let who will become poſ- 


ſeſſed of this manuſcript, may it warn them 


from excels of paſſion, . and eſpecially from that 


diſtractive fiend, Jealouſy. Horn to the enjoy- 


ment of a large eſtate, , my birth promiſed every 
happineſs affluence could beſtoꝶy: at ten years 


old my parents both died of a malignant fever :. 


left in the care of a worthy man, I was not ſen- 
ſible of their loſs. Mr. :Ofbourn, , ( for that 
was the name of my.,guardian,) .felt for me, as 

he has often acknowledged, the fondneſs of 
parental love. No event worth relating hap- 
pened till I arrived at the age of fourteeen, when 
a young nobleman came to Wincheſter, where 
I was placed; he was the only ſon of the earl 


of Somerſet. Diſtinguiſhed by his rank, but 
more ſo by his merit, his ſweetneſs of diſpoſi- 
tion attracted the love of the whole ſchool, and 


his generoſity demanded their admiration. For 
ſome time I Was indifferent to all his amiable 
qualifications, till an accident happened which 
was the foundation of the maſt affectionate 
friendſhip. My maſter was very ſevere; Lhad 


left ſehool one evening in order to ſteal apples 


from à neighbouring orchard, and had juſt 
reached the intended ſcene of action, when 1 
ſaw * N Marebmont. nnn 


Me. 


- 44 oor moms — — —äͤ — 
4. 


a3 FEMALE STABILIT V. 
me. As [oon as he came within hearing, he 
cried out, “ my dear Elliot, the doctor has 


diſcovered your abſence, and threatens, unleſs 
he finds you within bounds, to puniſh you with 


| the utmoſt ſeverity; if you make haſte, we 


may get round a back way into the play ground, 

before he comes from hunting over the College, 
and eſcape the old dog's vigilance,” As I knew 
the doctor's diſpoſition, I complied with my 
friend's propoſal, and accordingly we gained 
the play ground juſt as our maſter appeared. 

Lord Edward'pulled a volume of Homer out of 
his pocket, on which we were both looking 
when the doctor came ſoftly behind us. Upon 
ſeeing our employment he. was agreeably ſur- 
prized, and applauded us for our condu in 


terms of the greateſt encouragement. This 
good natured action ſo-effeQtually engaged my 


gratitude, that I was miſerable if ſeparated from 
him: We grew to be ſo fond of each other, 


thit che Whote hel took notice of it: Of ff. 


fection encreaſed with our years, and when the 
time came for us to leave ſchool, both Lord 
Edward and — begged we might be at the 
ſame univerſity. Lord Somerſet and Mr. 
Oſbourn eonſenting, we were again happy in 

the ſociety of each other. When we had been 

at Oxford about two years, Lord Somerſet 
paid the debt of nature, and as my friend was 
now aps title and fortune of his an- 

| ceſtors 
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. 


the fame. As. the. univerſity had Joſt all, its 
pleaſures | when my friend departed, I wrote my 


determination Bay Mr... Oſbourn, of following | 


him; that. man Would fain have per- 
ſuaded f me is ſtay longs er, but I was not to be 
moved; I haſtened to, Lade. Tm 


HEE CC ET”,.TE 


terte character to * Somerſet and his 
ſiſter; 5 the latter was the lovelieſt work of! na. 
ture, Joined t to. A 4 form beautifully perfect; the 
had an engaging ſenſibility 1 in her | countenance 
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that ſeldom accompanies exquiſite beauty. The 


amiable Almena received me with the ſweeteſt 
complacency, EY the friend of her; brother, 


whom ſhe doated on; : the mother of Lord So | 


merſet weit bonoured me with the greateſt 
marks 0 f eſteem, and for a length of, time I en- 
joyed every delight that perfect friendſhip could 


beſtow; but, alas! I was ſoon fated to feel are- 


verſe, of fortune. My kind and indulgent 
guardian was taken ſuddenly ill; he ſent for 
me, and I Was obliged to leave Lord Somerſet 

and is amiable family : the neceſſit yof this ab- 
ſence. diſcovered a ſecret I was willing to hide 
from myſelf: it was not the ſeparation from my 
friend alone that cauſed my grief, I found I 
loved his charming ſiſter z the beautiful Almena 
Wis my imagination continually: my 
Mer. 1. D Edward's 
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Edward's penetration ſoon diſcovered che ill hid 
partiality, and, one day taking me 'itito his 
ſtudy, addreſſed me as foflows; I am itifi- 
nitely concerned at the cauſe of our ſeparation, 
but I hope © we ſhall ſoon meet again, by Mr. 

Oſbourn's health being eſtabliſhed; why. do 

you appear fo. very wretched ? Ah, Frederick . 
you have not been ingenuous with me; hy did 

you doubt my friendſhip? Have I ever given 

you. cauſe to ſuſpect my intire attachment to 
you ? 'how then could you violate our regard by 

a doubtful concealment? Your ſecret had reſted 

within this faithful breaſt had you deſire re: it.“ 0 
I would Have ſpoke, but my feelings were too 
violent for expreſſion,” . Compoſe yourſelf, 

continued he, I will explain this painful fi- 

lence ;—you love my ſiſter; your eyes have 
fully expreſſed the feelings of 'your heart, and 

I am Happy to think our friendftiip may de 

eloſer united by the tye of relations.” This un- 
expected ecclaireiſſement elated me beyond idea; 
I eagerly embraced my amiable friend, and ac- 
knowledged the truth of his obſervations: but 
alas, Edward, continued I, how ſhall I ever dare 
avow my love to your charrttingifter ? What 

can the exalted Lady Almena Marchmont fee 
in the poor Fredevick Elliot? Will ſhe not deſ- 
piſe me for my preſumption, and diſdain à man 
who has nothing but a heart filled with her 
n offer pr Aal as grest a fhare of 
* : _ - pterit 
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merit (interrupted my Friend) as ever fell to 

the ſhare of one mortal; fear not, Elliot, my 
ſiſter has too much underſtanding to regard a 
man merely becauſe he has a title, and in euery 
other qualification you may pretend to a prin- 
ceſs; Almena, indeed, has a- mind capable of 


_ diſtinguiſhing. your exalted virtues, and, if I 


miſtake not, feels their full force.“ „ Flatter 


me not, my friend; I cannot, dare not, indulge 


to do every good office in my abſence, and 1 
took leave of a N where pager 1755 
neſs was centered. 

IJ reached the ae of Mr. Dibouin juſt 
time enough to take a laſt farewel: the violence 
of his diſorder had left him very weak, and 


death made quick approaches to the excellent 


heart of this worthy man. I drew near his bed 
with. the tendereſt emotions, and taking his cold 
hand between mine; * my deareſt fir, how 
painfully does this ſight affect your Frederick! 
Ah that I could remove every pang far from 
you!“ I could not reſtrain my tears; he faint- 
I preſſed my hand, and in a voice hardly arti- 


_ .enldte, he delivered himſelf as follows & It 
Pains me, my dear boy, tobe obliged to part 


with you; but it is the decree of Heaven, and I 
ſubmit. leave you, F rederick, in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a large eſtate that was your father's; 


to ich is added my own: I have no relations 


D 2 who 
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who ſtand in need of wealth, and to none can 
1 give it whom I love like you. Remember it 
is virtue alone that renders” riches valuable; 
When you come to this ſolemn period, (which 
come you muſt) may no bad action diſcompoſe 
your dying moments; you have an excellent 
heart, and are in no danger of deviating from 
the narrow road of reCtitude; but from the vi- 
olence of your paſſions.” Be careful to avoid 
every thing that may lead you into miſtake and 
error. Farewel, my excellent boy; remember 
the laſt injunftions of a man who had a real 
affection for you.” Articulation was ſtopped, 
and 1 could. only expreſs my ſorrow by ſighs 
and tears. The clergyman of the pariſh now 
came to Mr. Ofſbourn, and I was obliged to 


leave him. He ſoon retired, and informed me 
his friend was on the verge of eternity. When 
I entered Mr. Oſbourn's chamber, I found him 
ſpeechleſs; however, by his motions he con- 
vinced me he was ſenſible. I embraced him in 
the greateſt agony of grief; but, alas! he could 
not return it: he looked at me with expreſſive 


. marks of affection, and gently; breathed; his 
laſt in my arms. I was for a few hours ſo to- 
tally abſorbed in ſorrow, that I hardly knew 
: whether I myſelf, exiſted; but youth, and the 
appearance of my Edward, who (on hearing 
of my loſs) flew to conſole me, had its uſual 
- influence, and I again recalled my. thoughts 

; 8 from 
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From the grave of my ee to the world 


and ſociet. nn 
When J opened Mr. Oſbourn- s will, I found 
he had bequeathed to me the whole of his eſ- 
tate, which amounted to more than two thou- 
ſand per annum, which, joined to my paternal | 
inheritance, made me poſſeſſed of eight thou- 
ſand a year. My gratitude was infinitely « excited 
by his generofity; and, except a legacy of five 


hundred pounds to Mi. Harpur, the clergy- 


man I have mentioned, there was no other be- 


queſt. I paid immediately the money, and 


added A thouſand” pounds,” as his family was 
very latge. "Having" ſettled my affairs, I left 
the abodè of my late guardian, and accompanied 
Lord Somerſet to town. The fair Almena and 
her amiable mother received mewith the utmoſt 


_ kindneſs; every thing in the power of theſe 


dear friends to diſſipate my melancholy was ex- 
erted, and though J felt all the gratitude ſuch 


a conduct excited, yet could T not baniſh from 


* remembrance the good Mr. Oſbourn. in 

I. was rouzed* from my lethargy” by Lady 
Almena's having a declared lover. Lord Afh- 
ford was a nobleman ' of reputed worth, and 


I believe truly attached to my friend's ſiſter. 


Lady Somerſet ſeemed to approve the propoſed 
alliance; my Edward was ſilent, and Almena 
appeared unhappy. Thus were we ſituated, 


8 T was determined to lay aſide every fear- 


1931 D S: ö ful 


34. FEMALE STABILITY. 


ful-apprehenſion, and-declare my latent flame. 
I had ſoon after an opportunity of revealing 


ttzhe ſtate of my heart to the fair cauſe of my 
anxiety. Lady Almena was one day writing 


in her brother's., ſtudy, When L entered 

thinking he was there: ſhe bluſhed and ſtartads 

but ſeeing me about to retire, Mr. Elliot, 
ſaid ſhe, my brother is from home, hut as I 
have finiſhed the note I was writing, I beg-yon 
will, remain here ?till Lord Somerſet comes 
dack.“ n entered the room, and 'ſeated 
myſelf by her. She rung for a ſervant, to whom 
ſhe delivered the note, and was going to retire, 
when I tool her hand and intreatedher to hear me. 
She did not know in what manner to proceed. 
1 threw myſelf at her feet, and in the, maſt re- 
ſpectful terms declared how much, I layed. beg. 
dhe liſtened with. polite attention, and caſting 
her eyes on the ground, appeared greatly agi- 
tated, Twas all, painful ſuſpenſe. + Speak, 
Lady Almena, continued I; pronounce. my 
fate; perhaps you deſpiſe. my too preſumꝑtuous 
_paſſion,; perhaps your heart is already engaged; 
the merits of Lord Aſhford has met your. ap- 
probation, and I am wretched.” 4 Sorry: ſhputd 


I be, rephed the dear charmer, if the ſiſten of 
Lord Somerſet. could. willingly make wretched 
the friend on whom an only brother dogts:: 
nos Mr. Elliot, I deſpiſe affectation as muchas 
| Uh ; be — Aſhford i =_ 
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ever. been her chief delight, nor wilt ſhe inſiſt 


on a circumſtance: that would render her miſe- 


cable. „ Ten thouſand thanks, adorable 


unwearied: aſſiduities may at laſt make an im- 


She told me, ſhe did not, neither ſhould: ſhe 
wiſh to throw me into deſpair, but begged leave 
to retire. My friend ſoon after appeared, and 
ſeeing the joy that animated my countenance, 


congratulated me in the moſt affectionate man- 


ner. “ Ah, Edward! exclaimed I, the dear Al- 


mena has not drove me to deſpair: ſne does not 


love Lord: Aſhford, and I may yet be happy.” 
% And who ever thought ſhe did? Prithee, 
Frederick, do not encourage that herrid paſ- 
ſion, jealouſy, but rather cruſh-.it in its birth; 
no mortal but yourſelf would have imagined 
my ſiſter had the leaſt regard for Lord Afhford. 
Lou may command my intereſt in your favour 


on acoount of a tender regard ſhe- entertained 


ſor his mother; but the happineſs of Almena 
is a matter of too great importance to be triſſed 


Pert Nee 8 could make 
| D Co) her 


TYM 


ecily indifferent ta my heart: tis true, my mother 
eſpouſes his cauſe, and pleads for him power- 
fully; but the happineſs of her daughter has 


Lady Almena, for this. condeſcenſion l Pardon 
my bold. aſpiring heart: may I not hope my - 


preſſion on your gentle nature in my favour ?*? 


with my mother; ſhe is partial to his Lordſhip 


ö 
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ber happy, I have long diſcovered.“ I ex- 
preſſed my obligations to his friendſhiip in the 
warmeſt and moſt grateful terms, and we con- 
ſulted how the matter ſnould be broke to Lady 
Somerſet; my friend undertook the taſæ. That 
very evening, as his ſiſter was engaged dut, 
and I had determined to be abſent, I waited 
in a ſtate of the maſt anxious expectation for 
the event of his embaſſy; and on ſeeing him 
enter my room at one o'clock in the morning, 
I had hardly reſolutign to enquire his ſucceſs. 
„My friend, my brother, exclaimed he, Iam 
authorized to call you ſo by the moſt. amiable 
of mothers, Almena is your's j win her; my 


dear Frederick, and be happy.“ Words were 
too faint to expreſs my feelings; my Edward 


ſhared my emotions, and for a time we loſt the 
remembrance of every thing but friendſhip. 
Now each adverſe cloud appeared removed, 
and happineſs permanent and delightful dawned 
on my morning joys. Lady Soinerſet informed 
Lord Aſhford that her daughter's heart was 
engaged: | his diſappointment betrayed him 
into the moſt violent rage, and he left the houſe 
threatening to be revenged. Bleſſed as I was in 
Almena's loye, and in the friendſhip of her 
amiable brother, I diſregarded his threats, and 
ſmiled at the apprehenſions of my eharmer: 

three weeks after this made me her happy huſ# 
band; my friend gave away his lovely ſiſter, 
| and 
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aid ſhared in our felicity. My wife was every 
thing that was excellent and good; her love 
for me Was unbounded, and mine was to ſuch 
a painful exceſs, that I could not bear a look 
caſt on any other perſon. To this'unhappy: 
jealouſy: of temper all my ſubſequent misfbor- 
tunes were owing. For twelve months we 
enjoyed the moſt perfect felielity, when Lady 
Somerſet appeared to be declining in her health. 
Her phyſicians adviſed her to the South of 
France: my Almena was deſirous of accom- 
panying her beloved parent, but her ſituation 
rendered it improper and dangerous. Lord So- 
merſet was determined to attend her, which 
greatly alleviated my wife's uneaſineſs. As 
London did not agree with Lady Almena, and 
as the ſeaſon was far advanced, I propoſed go- 
ing to Trout-Hall, for the enſuing hot months: 
ſhe conſented chearfully, as her hel 
not expected for a conſiderable tine. 
The ſeparation of my beloved from het mo- 
ther and brother, may be better imagined than 
deſcribed. We e went into the 
country, where I exerted” the moſt unwearied 
aſſiduity to amuſe and divert her thoughts from 
dwelling too much on the late melancholy 
parting. On a viſit to a neighbouring family, 
J was amazed to fee: Lord Aſhford. He ad- 
dreſſed my wife as if nothing had paſſed between 
8 and me with the moſt polite freedom. 
bud D 5 Some 
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Some few weeks after, I had been out a little 
way, and on my return, aſked the feavant if 
any body had been there during my abfence; 
Lord Afnford, Sir, has been an houn with 
my lady.” I hurried to my wife's, apartment, 
and opening the door gently, ſurpriſed her in 
tears. How is this, my love? what has hap- 
pened to make you uneaſy? Nothing pare 
ticular, replied ſhe, I was thinking of my poos 
mother, you muſt pity the weakneſs of your 
wife, my Frederick.“ * My Almena, my 
deareſt love, anſwered I, claſping her to my 
boſom, I cannot bear your tears; talk not of 
weakneſs, you are alt that is amiable and love- 
ly.” She ſeemed ſoothed with theſe words, and 
appeared more chearful; as ſhe did not mention 
Lord Aſhford's having been there, I .did' not 
chuſe to ſtart the ſubject. We paſſed a month 
in tlie moſt perfect tranquillity, baving- beard 
in that time from my friend, who gave us a 
pleafing account of Lady Somerſet's health. 
My Almena's happineſs was exceſſive 
at this information, and joy beamied: on 
her lovely countenance. I frequently left: her 
at her own deſire to partake of country amuſ 
ments, though my inclinations would have ever 
_ detained me with her; yet to make her eaſy, I 


. complied. She feared a too conſtant attendance 
on her would weaken my affection, and make 
me * at ſo great a reſtraint. One day 1 

had 


had ſtayed longer ther uſua} in hunting; and was 
haſtening to meet my wife, ben I perceived 
Lord Aſhford riding up the avenue: theſs vi- 


2 and always in my abſenee, greatly alarmed 


He would have avoided me; but F rode 
—— and, after a flight civility, begged 
to know what had occaſioned! the dur of 


my ſobing him chere im He looked cohfbunded; 


and making an evaſivs anſwer, ſpurred his horſe 
and rode away with great precipitation. Fhis 
conduct, ſo very enigmatieal, enraged me infi- 
nitely: I was inclined-to purſue him, and force 
him tocenfeſs what his buſineſs was; but a mo- 
ment's thought deterred” me-from fuel 4 con- 
duct. I entered che heuſe torn by a thouſand 
emotions; and went immediately to my wife, 
who flew with open arms to receive me. 


brutiſhly turned from her. „ Lady Almena, 
has Lord Aſhford been here “ I looked at her 


very ſternly; the heſitated: and bluſhed. 4 No, 
my dear: but Whereforq this unkindneſs! Alas, 


Mr. Elliot, have J offended you!“ She burſt | 


into tears. Oh, ho t curſed my own horrid 
diſpoſition | I ſtrove to abate her grief by every 
tender method: in my power + and had ſhe at 
that moment-informed! nie of her conjeQtures, 
what à weight of woe had been ſpared to my 
ſucceeding days! But my miſery was not to be 


avoided.. I applied to cke ſervant that had be- 


fore informed me Lord Afſhford had been at my 
4 1 houſe; 
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houſe ; he confirmed my ſuſpicions, by telling 
me my bated rival, as I then madly thought 
him, had been 2 conſiderable time with his la- 
dy. I was too much affected by:this hews to. 
anſwer the ſervant; and leaving him in the 
greateſt haſte, I determined to: return to my: 
Wife, and, tax her with her inconftangy-;; but 
the conſideration of my;Almens? s ſituation. de- 
terred me; as the was drawing near her time, 
I reflected 1 might be her deſtroyer. However, 
I was reſolved to obſerve her conduct as m_ | 
as Lord Aſhford's, and to act accordingly. I 
therefore aſſumed an air of tranquillity, 2 10 
by my tenderneſs, ſeemed to have baniſhed. 
every painful ſenſation from her hoſom ; when 
one day as we were converſing on family mat- 
ters, and wondering we had not heard from 
Lord or Lady Somerſet for two months paſt, a 
ſervant brought me a letter from an intimate 
friend who, was dying, and begged to ſee me, 
J would not have complied With his requeſt, 
diſagreeable as it was to refuſe, had not my 
Almena inſiſted on my going. In a fatal hour I 
complied with her intreaties, and left her with 
the utmoſt reluctance. When I came to.ithe 
houſe of Mr. Warner, 1 found he had expired 
two hours before my arrival. I paid a tribute 
of tears to the memory of honeſt George, ho 
had been my college familiar; and as I had no 
further A I haſtened back to my 1 
en- 
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E-entered the . houſe ' unobſerved by any one, 
having delivered my horſe to à ſervant I met 
in the yard, and was proceeding to Lady Al- 
mena's dreſſing room, with all the anxiety of 
love, when, on hearing the ſound of voices, I 
ſtopped, and could clearly diſtihguiſh my wife, 
who pronounced theſe: words; You cannot 
imagine what I have ſuffered in this cruel ſepa- 
ration. My heart has felt every painful ſitua- 
tion you have been expoſed to: believe me, my 
Lord, my love for you is as violent as before 
my marriage. My love, my deareſt Almena, 
anſwered a manly voice, I do believe you, and 
am com inced nothing can abate your affection 
for me.“ I heard no more; but ruſhing to my 
apartment, I ſeized my fond; and determined 
to end my woe by plunging the weapon deep in 
the heart of the villain who had diſhonoured 
me. I burſt open the door of the dreſſing room ; 
and, heart-rending ſight! beheld my wife lock- 
ed up in the arms of Lord Aſhford, as I ima- 
gined. , Tranſported by my rage, I ſprung to- 
wards him, and buried my ſword in his bod! 
He groaned and fell! But, oh Heavens! what 
were my feelings when I beheld the face of 
Lord Somerſet! Though it was almoſt dark, 1 
plainly perceived the features of my friend as 
he lay extended on the floor, bathed in his 
blood. My: Almena had fainted on ſeeing her 
brother fall: and n was J with horror 
at 
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at the raſh action I had committed; that I was 
incapable of giving the leaſt aſſiſtance to either. 
My faculties at length forſook me, and I fell 
ſenſeleſs! The noiſe of my fall brought the 
ſervants crouding to the apartment; there to 
behold the moſt horrible ſicht that euer ſhock- 
ed the eyes of humanity | When I reeovered 
to a ſenſe of my miſery, I found my wife had 
been carried to her apartment during her ft, 
and Lord Somerſet was ſeated in a great chair. 
Some of the ſervants were gone for a furgeon, 
whilſt others were endeavouring to ſtop the 
effuſion of blood! He faintly opened his eyes; 
and caſting them on me with a look of infmite 
ſyeetneſs, addreſſed me in the following man- 
ner, in a voice hardly audible; Whatever, 
my dear Frederick, was your motive for a con- 
duct ſa,precipitate and raſn, be aſſured, I hear-- 
tily forgive ou; and am certain, miſtake and 
fatal miſe apprehenſion were the cauſe of iny 
death!“ Here he ſtopped. The horror and diſ- 
traction of my thoughts were ſo great, that, 
had not my ſervants prevented, I ſhould have 
plunged the fatal won. in my own breaſt! By 
force they wreſted it from me; and I was 
doomed to bear a wretched exiſtence! I threw 
myſelf at the feet of Lord Somerſet, and in- 
treated his pardon. My agonies were ſo great, 
that before I could inform him of the truth, 
ae my ſenſes, I remem- 
ber 
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ber no more than after having been a long time 
eonfined to my chamber, I recovered to endleſs 
remorſe} The exceſs of my grief threw me in- 


to à violent fever which continued a month; 


during which time my wife and Lord Somerſet 
breathed their laſt! "The latter lived only three 
days. after the fatal wound he had received from 
me. He had a paper drawn up in which he 
ſolemnly-atteſted my innocence, and! acquitted 
me of his death. I found: he had been acquaint- 


ed with my jealouſy. of Lord Aſhford,. by the 


villain who was hired by that ſcandab to nobi- 
lity; the ſervant who had informed me of his 
Lordſhip's viſits to my wife, was the deteſied 


ereature of this wretch ; and theſe falſities had 


been invented merely to diſturb our domeſtic 
harmony; to which the appearance of his com- 
rade in iniquity. the. day I had been hunting, 
had greatly added, joined alſo to his evaſive 
conduct. Theſe particulars. Lord Somerſet 
had been informed of by a letter from the aban- 
doned feltow, who. had: left the kingdom, as 
his. vile employer ſoon after did. But though 
my grief on the death of my Edward was little 
ſhort of madneſs; yet my unhappy wife, rent 
my: heart-ſtrings] that angehc fſufferer, on 
recovering from ber fainting, immediately fell 
into ſtrong labour; and after continuing in the 
utmoſt agony for a whole day. and night, ex- 
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it birth! She left her forgiveneſs for him he 
had deſtroyed her and her brother. I am un- 
able to deſeribe the melancholy ſituation in 
which, I was involved. Several times I was 
tempted to end my miſerable being i but ſome 
remains of conſcience being left, I dared not 
ruſh into the preſence of my. Maker, uncalled 
for. I was greatly aſſiſted in my reſolution of 
enduring life, by the worthy Mr. Harpur; who, 
on hearing my melancholy ſituation, left his 
family and came to my houſe. The world was 
by his prudent management uninformed of my 
misfortunes; ſuppoſing my wife died of a fever 
in her lying- in, and Lord Somerſet of an apo- 
plectic fit. I wrote to Lady Somerſet the me- 
lancholy account of my folly and :raſhneſs, 
and intreated her pardon, as ſhe valued the 
peace of my ſoul. But alas] ſhe lived not to 
grant it me: her ſorrow for the loſs of her 
children, joined to her ill ſtate of health, ſoon 
brought her to the grave | Thus had the 
violence of my paſſions deſtroyed three perſons 
dearer to me than the whole world. Mr. Har- 
pur would have perſuaded me to leave Trout- 
Hall; as the ſcene of my wretchedneſs only 
aided the poignancy of my ſufferings; but all 
his arguments were vain: I was: reſolved: to 
dedicate my life to penitence on that mourn- 
ful ſpot. I accordingly built a retreat in the 
park, and never after left it except once a year, 
* when 


_ FEMALE "STABILITY: 64 


when I forſook my humble habitation, to ſpend 


a'few hours in the houſe where my greateſt mi- 


fery was completed. I generally diſtributed a 


large ſum of money to the poor inhabitants of 


the neighbourhood on that day, and at evening 
returned to my cottagei I hope my ſineete re- 


pentance and ſorrow for my crimes, may have 
atoned for them to that power whoſe bleſſings L 
had? ſo inſinitely abuſed. For twenty years-I 


lived uninterrupted by any mortal ſave the good 


Mr. Harpur, who ſometimes came and ny 
half an hout at my ſolitary reſidence. Here 1 
lived and enjoyed mote content than I. ever 


thought could have fallen to my lot, aſter the 


miſeries of my former life. As my prayers for 
mercy. and pardon at the throne of Heaven, 


have been real and ſincere, ſo I truſt I ſhall be 


forgiven; and whenever it ſhall pleaſe the De- 
ity to call me hence, I ſhall rejoĩce to obey his 


ſummons, hoping I ſhall have peace in a better 


world, and my error totally obliterated, One 
thing I ſhould have mentioned which is, 
that in the twenty- fifth year of my retirement, 
I made Mr. Harpur A. preſent :of thirty. thou- 
ſand pounds; and left my eſtate to a diſtant 
branch of my family, the only ſurviving 
relations I had. I begged my worthy 
friend to have my remains depoſited in a 
tomb that ſhould be erected in my convent, 
0 Lans uſed to call my reſidence. This, 1 
22A have 
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have no doubt, he will ſee performed, and:may 
the melancholy incidents of my life warn them 
Who ſhall ſee this manuſcript, againſt the 
hlameable abuſe of reaſon. Had L ſuffered 
mine to have its proper influence, LI n * 
| n plunged 1 in * uncommon diſtreſs. 


l de et "FAEDERTCK: Exuror. | 
. bv 4% ABINTOM.. 


© Portman-Square.. 


l my W ee I at laſt fit 
doven, fully determined to write to you, al- 
though Ms. Evelin would perſuade me to the 
contrary. I have had a ſlight frver, occaſioned 
by a cold I caught the night I went to Rane« 
lagh; but am now entirely recovered. I have not 
yet left my room, though I intend doing it to- 
marrow, - L dare ſay; you will be impatient to 
hear how I ſpent Wedneſday evening: E will 
fatisfy your euriofity. Mrs. Evelin and my- 
{elf left Portman ſquare about ſeven o'clock, 
and arrived at Lady Stanley's without any ac- 
eident. As her ladyſhip was the propoſer of this 
expedition, we were all to meet at her houſe. 
We. found a large company aſſembled, ſome 
of our acquaintance, and others we knew not v 
amang the latter were the Earl of Arundel and 
Sir Edward Wilmot who appeared moſt agree 
able. I was — find: doth gentlemen 

Were 
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were. of our party, as their manner beſpoke 
them of more underſtanding than falls to the 
ſhare of the generality of fine gentlemen, We 
had not been ſeated a great while when, the en» 
trance of two ladies, cauſed. a general removal. 
Mrs. and Miss Duncannon- were recognized 
with the greateſt pleaſure hy Mrs, Rvelin. As 
they had reſided a conſiderable time in a * 
part of the country, ſhe. had not ſeen. them a 
great while. The eldex ladies ſeemed mutually 
glad to ſte each other, and the young one be- 
hayed with the utmeſt politeneſs. Mrs, Evelin 
introduced me to Miſs Duncannon,. and hoped 
we ſhould. often ſee her. She: received me in 
the moſt obliging manner, and is entirely free 
from the ſtiffneſs. that in general ding Ib 
the Engliſh. She is related; to Lord Arundel, 
who paid his compliments to her: at the ſame 
time bowing ta me. ſindꝭ madau, by Lady 
Stanley, e are to have. the hanpineſa of :your = 
company this evening to Ranelagh; Sir Ed- 


ward and I have been rejeieing at ſo lovely an 


addition to our party.” I bewed in ſilence. 
“ Well but, Harry,” ſaid Miſs Duncannon, 
do you not ſay ſome civil thing to me nau? 
becauſe I am related to you L am taken no no- 
tice, of, Upon my word, Miſs Belville, it is 
horridby provoking to ſee ſo ſmart a fellow: look 
on one as if I was, his great grandmother.” _ 
& Nay my dear Charlotte, what hall I ay? 
(replied 


 FEMAUE STABILITY. 
{replied ke humiorouſly, taking her hand, and 
eing her from head to foot) if I tell 500 5öur 
charms rival thoſe of Venus, will that do ?--- 
Good, ſays ſheJ=--that your wit and wiſdom 
excel that of Pallas ?- that, in ort, you are 
divine ?”*=--< Ohg your ſervant; "my Lord! you 
can now and then male uſe of thoſthigh-flowh 
expreſſions; your gravity will not ſcruple to 
toll flds on 6ccaſions: but you grave folks are 
always worſt at heart.“ Pardon me, ma- 
dam, cried your Adeline, „ muſt diſſent 
from you: I am of the grave eaſt-myſelf,” and 
therefore muſt not hear . condemn ſeriouſ. 
neſs. “ Heaven;-Miſs Belville! vou grave! 
hy I never Was ſerious in my life.” 4 Fas 
believe you, Charlotte, ' upon my honour,” an- 
ſwered his Lordſhip. " Stop, my Lord: yes, 
I was ſerious — and that was when my poor 
monkey died.” I could not forbear laughin 
at this, in which the gentlemen: joined. 
Lady Stanley now ſummoned us to ft of, 
and Miſs 'Duncannon declared The would not 
be parted from me. Her mother propofed 
taking Mrs. Evelin in her chariot, and-teaviny hg 
Charlotte and the beaus to go in Mrs. Evetin's 
coach. Accordingly we all ſet forth, and very 
entertaining the ſprightly lady was all the way; 
ſometimes rallying Lord Arundel and Sir Ed- 
ward, and at others exerciſing her wit on a 
variety of characters. Spite of her levity, 1 
n believe 
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believe ſhe has a good heart, as well as under- 


to a degree; and, upon the whole, is a valua- 
ble character, As her perſon is very lovely, 
ſhe has, no doubt, a number of admirers; but 
the gay Charlotte has hitherto preſerved her 
heart. Our converſation happened to turn 
upon the tender paſſion: Miſs Duncannon 
laughed at both the gentlemen for being in 
love; e for nothing, added ſhe, „ but ſuch 
a childiſh paſſion could make two ſuch grave 
mortals. Lord, Miſs Belville, who ws 
selign thearSahereys b-nicg tid}. 


1 ee is liberty, Flow Jiberty 8. F 
— 5 40 That adds freſh beauties to the ſun.” | 


% You are in the right, couſin, to keep i it as 
long as you can,“ replied the Earl with a ſigh. 


. For my part,” ſaid Sir Edward, «] would 


not Wiſh to remain a ſtranger to the delightful 
ſenſations of loye to be an emiperor.” O, you 
mean wretch ! what, give up ambition! how 

I pity you!” „ Your filence, Miſs Belville,” 
continued Sir Edward, * tempts me to believe 
you do not agree with Miſs Duncannon.” 
Indeed, fir, my ſentiments do not entirely 
coincide with this Iady's; but there appears ſo 
little ſatisfaction in the paſſion of love, that I 


am apt to believe thoſe are happier who remain | 


* 


free from its influence.“ „But that is im- 


poſſible 


tanding; ſhe is compaſſionate and good-natured 
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poſſible, - madam, anſwered Lord Arundel, 
„ if one is poſſeſſed of any ſenſibility.” 
«© Then indeed, my Lord,” faid I, jf it is 

an inevitable owl, we W it A walt 
as we can. 

The coach Ag e our con- 
verſution, and we joined the reſt of the com- 
pany. We had not walked many times round 
the room before Mrs. Evelin called to me, 
1 Adeline my dear, here is my brother.“ 1 
immediately turned, and enquired after his 
health. He looked diſappointed at ſeeing 
me engaged, but joined our party. I again 
took hold of Miſs Duncannon; Lord Arundel 
placed himſelf by me; ſo that Sir Harry had 
no opportunity of coming near me the whole 
evening. Miſs Belville,” ſaid Charlotte, 
« what did Mrs. Evelin call you juſt now?” 
d Why my dear do you want to know ?” Be- 
cauſe I thought it was a pretty name; ſomething 
with an Ad-.“ « Adeline, replied 1. 
% Heavens] how enchanting ! returned ſhe; 
1 hall never call you any thing elſe; and do 
you call me Charlotte: I hate your formal 
miſſes. 3 Unaceountable girl,“ her couſin 
called her; and indeed 1 almoſt thought ſo. 
Nothing material happened after this during 
the evening. Sir Harry grew quite angry be- 
fore we parted, which I confeſs did not diſ- 
Pleaſe me, as I was revenged on him for diſ- 

4 appoint- 
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appointing poor Freemer. Lady Stanley would 
have perſunded us to return to her houſe to ſup- 

per, but Mrs. Evelin declined it, and we left 
5 Miſs Duncannon promiſing to call on 
me very ſoon. As we went home Mrs. Eve- 
lin faid but little, contrary to her general cuſ- 
tom, and wing a head- ach, I begged leave to 
retire, to which ſhe made no oppoſition : the 
next morning 1 found myſelf very much in- 
diſpofed; I grew worſe, and was obliged to 
keep my room three days. Mrs. and Miſs 
Duncannon fent twice to know how I did: I 


—_— when J go out, to call and rhank them 
for Uieir civility. TTL: 
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che Ferrat to Sir JANE: THOMPSON. 


| $108 ALLEY 23G Ge lark 

Man: wy chats are your due, Thompſon, 
for the entertainment Mr, Elliot's melancholy 
recital has afforded me: the miſery of his life, 
indeed, is an excellent leſſon againſt jealouſy, 
and a co great indulgence of the paſſions. 1 
Mared every pang of his; and felt the death 
bf tlie good and amiable $ombifet with real an- 
guiſh: but the fate of his gentle wife almoſt un- 
manned me. Oh, Thompſon ! What can equal 
we pale W have endured when the news 
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of his Almena' On death. firſt reached. his ears! 1 
none but thoſe who have felt the tender paſſion 
can form the leaſt idea of his feelings; nor even 
then will they be able to ſhare his miſery, un- 
leſs, like him, they haye found their hopes diſ- 
appointed, and their bappier proſpects over- 
caſt. The mournful narrative has really af- 
fected 1 my ſpirits; 55 and 1 am ſoftened. to a de- 
gree beyond my uſual feelings: the uncer- 
tainty of my Louiſa s fate oppreſſes i my ideas, 
and makes me more liable to impreſſions of 
woe. Oh that 1 could be 1 | 
lovely rambler' 8 welfare, 1 ſhould. bear up 
againſt our ſeparation, with greater fortitude z 
and by imitating her heroic reſolutions, learn 
to deſerve her. I have not ſeen Miſs Belville 
for near a week: ſhe has been confined A in- 
diſpoſition. As ſoon as ſhe, is better, I ſhall 
fly to Mrs. Evelin's: in her company alone 1 
find ſatisfaction. She will talk of Miſs Som- 
ners, and liſten to my rapturous expreſſions of 
love for her; and by her ſweet complacency, 
endeavour to ſooth my grief, My father won- 
ders at my dejection; 3 he obſeryed it yeſterday, 
after dinner. It ſurprizes me greatly, my 
dear Charles,“ ſaid he, to ſee you ſo grave; 
*tis certainly very, uncommon at Jr of 
life.” „ You know, fir, I was always ſo; tis 
my diſpoſition.” ---<* Why, there is meg 
in conſtitution, but your gravity. mw little 
ſhort 
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ſhort of melancholy: I have often thanks you 
were in love.” In love, ſir!” echoed I: „ah, 
in love l is that impoſſible?” «by nomeans, ſir.” 
„ Well then, if that is the caſe, you may 
depend on my aſſiſtance, provided the lady is 
a woman of family and fortune; that ſhe muſt 
be to receive my approbation : but I think 
you are a ſenſible lad, and know your intereſt 


too well to throw your heart away upon a fe- 


male without thoſe neceſſary appendages.” I 
ſighed to myſelf, and aſſured him I would en- 
deavour to oblige him in every action of my 


life. He ſhook me by the hand, and promiſed. . 


to aid my happinefs as much as was in his 
power.----Alas, Thompſon! how does Sir 
Richard miſtake the means of happineſs ! his 
felicity is centered in wealth and powers while 
he diſregards the more valuable endowments of 
the mind. I fear my Louiſa's virtues would 
have but little effect on him; tho? he can form 
no objections to the family of Miſs Somners; 


yet her wanting a fortune adequate to his eſtate, 


will de reaſon enough to make an only ſon mi- 


ſerable: theſe reflections are too affecting! I 


can write no longer on the intereſting ſubject. 
Adieu: * me yours entirely, 


CHARLES F REEMER, 
. S. Let me hear from you ſoon: your | 


letters are a ſource of real pleaſure to me. 
Vol, I, E . x | The 
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The Right Hon. Earl of AruNnvgEL to 'Colmel 
MEDWAY: 


 Ball-Mall 


A T laſt, 5 I am cau 2K Fairly trap- 
ped, by Jupiter! and I fear 1 all not be able 
to ſhake off the gentle chains that fetter me. 
No woman' but the one that conquered me 
could have done the feat: but love fits en- 
throned in the beams of her eyes; the moſt i ir- 
reſiſtable charmer that ever gained a heart, 
guarded by coldneſs and indifference for we 
whole ſex. The lady's name is Belville; 
ward of Mr. Evelin's; a great fortune in pol. 
ſeſſion, and a larger one in expectation: but 
fortune is not my aim; love alone can make me 
happy; and if I can obtain the affections of the 
divine Adeline, I ſhall not entertain a fear of 
permanent felieity. No doubt, Medway, you 
are deſirous of knowing what the lady is com- 
poſed of, that has conquered my inflexible heart: 
I ſwear I cannot tell how to defcribe her ; -but 
to ſatisfy your curioſity, I will attempt it.--- 
She is about the middle Wee, Fa her ſhape- the 
moſt exquilitely perfect that ever I beheld.; 
gentcel to a degree, but, far from thin: her 
face has the advantage of perfect beauty, and is 
beyond words captivating: her ſnowy ſkin is vie- 
W hue; her 
: hair 
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hair direct auburn; eyes of abricht blue, ſhaded» 


with long dark eye-laſhes. Upon my honour, 
ſo divine a countenance never ſtruck my ſenſes 
s Miſs Belville's: with all this beauty, fhe 
has an underſtanding that the proudeſt of our 


ſex might be vain of, joined to a ſweetneſs of 


diſpoſition that diſcovers itſelf i in every word 
and action. 
I fear my propoſals will not be acceptable to 


the blooming Adeline; for although her ſenſi- 
bility gives me the higheſt idea of her being 


capable of love, yet ſhe has a penſive modeſty 
about her, that damps every pleaſing, expecta- 
tion. Heaven grant ſhe have a ſuſceptible 
heart, and be diſengaged, If ſhe refuſes me, 
I ſhall be miſerable. I doubt my own merits 
ſo much, I hardly dare indulge the eager hope: 


but the trial muſt be made. Iwill get my 


lively couſin, Charlotte Duncannon, to intro- 
| duce me at Mr. Evelin's: ſhe is very good- 
natured, and will oblige me without my making 
her the confident of my paſton. For though 
Charlotte is a good girl, yet I would as ſoon 


inform the news- papers of my penchant, as Mis . 


Duncannon. I believe, Colonel, you have 
ſeen her: her wit is truly entertaining; but 
when oppoſed to Miſs Belville, how very much 
does ſhe fink! But George, although I am in 
love, I ought to conſider you are not; and 
| E 2 | Will 
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will no longer take up your: time'than to aſſure | 
you I am enn Sy 


| Aub 


Miſs Duxcanxon to Mrs. AIMWORTH. 


Bloomſbury- -ſquare. 


Wir, Caroline; am I not. amazingly 
better than you expected Only a month in 
London, and a letter already. Why, my dear, 
you will be abſolutely qualified to draw leaſes 
in the office of an attorney, if you go on at 
this rate. Methinks I hear you ſay; Here, 
Mr. Aimworth, would you believe it, a letter 
from Charlotte already: then comes your good 
man, and after ſaddling his noſe, and viewing 
the ſcrawl with the niceſt attention, wiſely 
pronounces, Ay, my dear, tis Charlotte's 
hand, upon my word. Well, being ſa⸗- 
tisfied of the identity of the matter, you may 
proceed to peruſe the contents of the epiſtle: 
Why firſt we got to town ſafe and well; I 
was in the higheſt ſpirits, elated to a degree at 
the idea of ſoon beholding the dear capital. 
My mama reading ſage leſſons of moderation 
and prudence of conduct, as if ſhe doubted her 
- daughter's ſufficiency in the latter article, (mum 
for that, only obliquely hinted at or ſo): I 
heard her with patient attention, and ſilently 
digeſted her excellent advice, (if Idigeſted it at 


all). 
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all). She launched out in praiſes on the hap- 


pineſs of retirement and prudence. You ſee, 
my dear” Charlotte, how comfortably Mrs. 


Aimworth is ſituated ; her merit alone attracted 


the regard of an e man; and her virtue is 
rewarded.” . Why, ay, madam, ſhe is reward- 
ed, as you obſerve, with a ſweet country retreat, 
a good huſband, and two ſqualling children; 
and ſhe has given in exchange, youth, beauty 
and the beſt diſpoſition in the world: truly, I 


think, Mr. Aimworth has far the beſt bargain. 


Now, my dear mama, as your Charlotte has 
not quite ſo domeſtick a turn as your Caroline, 
ſylvan ſhades and purling ſtreams would have 
no charms for her; not even with a Mr. 


Aimworth tacked to them.” My mother call- 


ed me mad girl; and wiſhed my vivacity might 
not lead me too far. The ſudden ſtopping of 


the carriage occaſioned an interruption in her 


ſpeech ; when ſhoving my head out of 
the window, who ſhould I ſee but that devil, 
Colonel Medway. © Bleſs me, cried my mo- 
ther, what brought you here?“ I was riding 
home, madam ; I ſaw your carriage, and took 


the liberty of topping it: I hope you are not 


going to London!” „ And pray, Colonel, 
what is our going to London to do with your 
hopes?” «What you wiſh to have us dead, 
do you?“ (You will gueſs who faid this). The 
creature took my hand as it lay .on the win- 

E 3 do- 


2 * 1 
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dow of the chariot, and had the impudence 
to ſmile in my face. Dead, my dear Miſs 


Duncannon; no, on my honour, I would pre- 
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ferve your life at the hazard of my own.“ 
Les, to be ſure; but you are in no danger 


of being put to the trial: you ſoldiers can talk in 


the time of peace.” I hope we can act; 


madam, in the time of war.“ Why, I do 
not know: many of you, I believe, would fain 


poſſeſs your ed coat and cockade in peace; and 
gladly forſwear the clang of. hoſtile arms.”* 
For ſhame, Charlotte, ſaid my mother; but 


you know what a ſtrange girl ſhe is, Colonel; 


J fear we detain you, fir ;; when you come ta 


tobun, I hall rejoice to ſee you in Bloomſbury- 


ſquare. Ay; and do you hear, Medway? I 


ſhall expect you to dangle about with me to 


Ranelagh and ſo forth; but mind, you are of 
no more confequence than my pug: if you 
give yourſelf any airs, away yon go; I will 
no longer have you in my train, „ Your 
cammands fhall. be obeyed in every reſpect, 
my amiable Clrirlotte, ſaid he in a low. voice, 
(obſerving my mamaꝰs head on the other fide 


talking to John), may I hape you will not en- 


tirely forget me, nar fuffer the croud of giddy 
coxcombs that with. continually, ſurround you, 
to make e ny impreſſin on yaur heart? Hea- 
vens, Colonel, hat would you have f do you 
3 thall hinder 3 ſoft chings to 


me 
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; Abena you are out of the way : dv inland. 5 
if you have any inclination to pleaſe me, you 


muſt let me do juſt as I like. Never endeavour 
to make me promiſe any thing; for if I do, I 
Anal! break my word as ſure: as I live.” He 
had juſt time to call me his charming angel, 

 whens my wile mama obſerved, we muit with 
him a good morning, as it grew late. So my 
| gallant \ colonel was obliged to beat his march, 

after expreſling his concern that it was not in 


is power to attend us to the capital, as his 
unele's gout effectually chained him by the leg; 5 


RG, he feared, would for ſome time longer. 


As $35: 


as aft fuch a longuiftin vin, 
Hlis path he could ſcarcely diſtern; 
2 75 ary he bade me adieu, 


1 


; „ de looked Ike a 
knight of the woefub , countenance. He kiſſu. 


my hand at parting, and ſighed- -a long adieu. 


lotte, ſaid my mother, 4 you ſhould: not. triſle 
with the colonePs paſſion; he is a worthy. man, 
and has a right ta expect better tiſige from 


you.” Why, madam, did he ever complain 


of his treatment?” . No, my n but L 
can ſee he is frequently unhappy.“ Lord, 
2 theſe men can put on the ſemblancce of 


. 5 E 4 | miſery | 


Awayche flouriſhed * Upon my word, Char- 


F 
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EVO whenever they pleaſe. I eſteem the cha- 

racer of Medway ji but I cannot fer my life 
help laughing at him when he appears in tra- 
gedy diſtreſs.” My good mother pronounced 
me unthinking : ſo exit Medway. Well but, 
Caroline, if you ſhould ſee him, N * 
baiſemains to his red coats. and tell him; 


* 


71 'Tis civil to girt and fay things ” 4 courſe, 
« «I mean not to take him for better for worle..” 


How I thoud delight, unpetcthviet by kits 

*foldierſhip, to hear you deliver my meſſage, 
But ſerioully, Caroline, I ſhould be hap- 
py to hear from you. My moſt affectionate 
love attend your good ſpouſe: kifs.the bantlings 
for me; and believe me your wu affectionate 
* 7 


Een Donbannos, | 


P. 9. -Ob;UhadGargoe tell you, Thameche- 
menced an acquaintance with the maſt charm- 
ing girl that ever you beheld; a ſweet; grave, 
demure, little Venus, that all the beaux are 
mad after. My philoſophic couſin; Lord 
Arundel, I can perceive,. is wounded; and Sir 
Edward Wilmot does not lag far Wund Cu- 

pid has given theſe grave geniuſes a fly trip: 
lurking in the dimples of the fair Adeline, took 
them w 5rd cap and d carfied the day without 


3 220 neee 
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4 ls, Touren; to Coptain Farmunn. 


Ably-Part. 
I Rejoice that Mr. Elliot's hiftoty has afford- 


| r I agree with you in 


thinking it an excellent leſſon againſt heat and 
violence of temper; and hope, neither your 
lot nor mine will be fo unfortunate as his. 
Since I wrote my laſt, I have met with 
an adventure that has greatly ingroſſed my at- 
tention ; and I fear, will my heart, more than 
I wiſh. Three days ago, my aunts propoſed 

a viſit to 'Trout-hall z it was accordingly fixed 
for the following day, and a fervant difpatch- 
ed to inform Sir Robert and his family. of our 
intention. At. the proper time we had like to 
have taken poſſeſſion of that cumberſome ve- 
hicle called the family coach. This piece of 
antiquity. has been the pride and boaſt of the 
"Thompſons, for at leaſt. fifty years: it has 
been preſerved with the utmoſt care by the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſors, and held in the greateſt vene- 
ration. I remonſtrated againſt this conveyance, 
and begged the ladies to accept my chariot, and 
I would attend them on horſeback : 


.<For- 


though,” added I, 4 the coach is extremely . 


| handſome, yet as the conſtruction of it ſavours 
e a I ſhould imagine 
0 | Eg Pp 3 af 
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it el impede our progreſs, as it needs at leaſt 

eight kor ſes to drawy it along with any tolerable 
celerity.* © Nephew,” exclaimed the ladies all 

in a breath, do you imagine we would go in 

any carriage but our own when we are poſleſ- 

fed of one! Lou may ſpare your obſerva- 

you think we would go in your gimcrack cha- 

riot, hen our on coach is ſo far preferable? 

; No, truly 3 if my ſiſters would, I ſhould order 
i horſes to be put too, and go by myſelf. 
What would Sir Robert think!“ Sukey, who 

loves tõ oppoſe her ſiſter, conſented to my pro- 
poſal, though contrary to her on inclination; 
merely in oppofition to Miſs Betty, who left the 

room to have her family repoſitory prepared for 
herſelf. The eldeſt Miſs Thompſon would 

have gone with her, but ſhe was over-perſuad- 


than I can expreſs this ridiculous contention. 
- Accordingly we, that is, my two aunts in my 
ehariot-and-fout,' and my worſhip on horſe- 
back, ſet forward for Trout-hall ; leaving Miſs 
Betty, whoſe apparatus was not quite ready, to 
follow us in her immenſe caroſſe. We had reach- 
ed Sir Robert's, near an hour before ſhe made 
her appearance; and really, her equipage and 
her countenante were ſo very ludierous that my 
tend Arthur and f could hardly command our 
| paced "While the — from her vehicle: 
| Cj 


' 


ed by Miſs Sukey and me, who enjoyed more 
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We paſſed a very agreeable day; euery por fon 
preſent being in great ſplrits, Miſs Betty eu- 


coeßpted: but we did not attend to her, ſo that 


ſhe did not diſturb our harmony, After din- 
ner Arthur and I ſpent an hour at the re- 
treat of Mr. Elliot: we regretted the mis ſor- 
tunes of that amiable man, and gave a ſigh to 
bis memory. We returnedhome in the ſame order 
as we came; and as the evening was fine, my 
aunts propofed quitting the carriage, and walk- 
ing through the park, from which we were 
not far diſtant. I inſtantly complied z and 
endeavoured to perſuade Miſs Betty to ac. 
company us, but ſhe refuſed, mA would 
ride home: we left ker to follow her in- 
Elinations, and purſued our walk; when, juſt 
as we came to the ſide of a. thiek wood, that is 
about a mile from the park, I heard the ſound 
of an harmonious voice ſinging to ſome inſtru- 
ment: T begged Miſs Thompſons to ſtop, and in 
ſtlenee attend to the harmony. -The lad y pro 
cle in in the moſt eee _ | 


| Burt bird tht rs the miſe fin ec My 6 


Atmos un Paſion for muſick, you will 

nat wonder to hear I was enchanted by the hea- 
venly ſounds that regaled my ſenſes. I wiſhed 
Oran reer 


* . 
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_ -{ervants and a great chair; we placed Miſs 


fear of diſturbing the delightful chantreſs de-. 
ſerred me from entering the wood. My aunts 
were impatient to be gone; and the voice 
ceaſing, they begged/ me to leave the ſpot: L 
was reluctantly preparing to comply, when 
my aunt Sukey turning quick, flipped down, 
and ſprained her ankle: ſhe ſcreamed aloud, 
and the exclamation brought a lady to the ex- 
tremity of the wood, followed by a beautiful 
girl, who appeared about twenty. The elder 
lady approached, and aſſiſting my aunt to riſe, 
begged ſhe would repoſe herſelf a while in her 
houſe; but finding ſhe could not ſtand, ſhe 
turned to the ſweet girl that had riveted my at- 
tention; Harriet, my dear; run into the 
houſe, and order Thomas to bring hither the 
great chair: then turning to my. aunt, I 
am afraid, madam, you will not be able to go 
home; if you will give me leave, I will have a 
ded prepared for you immediately.“ They told 
her they had but a ſhort way, and they would 
have their Carriage ſent for to convey them. 
The lovely Harriet now returned with two 


Sukey in it, and carried her to the houſe. I 
was ſurprized to find ſo elegant an habitation 
3n this obſcure retreat: the high elm trees, to- 
tally hide the manſion: it ſeems very large and 
commodious; the moſt pleaſing neatneſs ap- 
* whole, — it is 
tbe 


FEMALE STABILITY. 83. 


the ſweeteſt place I ever beheld. "When we 
were alk ſeated, and a fervant was difpatched'to 
order the ct Miſs Thompſon addreſſed 
the lady who appeared to be the miſtreſs of this 
romantick place. I ſhall ever efteem myſelf 
under infinite obligations to you, madam, for the 
humanity of your treatment; and ſhall + be 
happy to have an opportunity of returning your 
kindneſs, and expreſſing my gratitude: ſhe 
then told her name and reſidence; and, con- 
tinued ſhe, „may I not be informed to whom 
J am ſo greatly obliged ? the lady politely an- 
fwered, ſhe did not think her under any 
obligation; and ſhould be happy to cultivate a 
further intimacy: I have reſided here, ma- 
dam,” ſaid ſhe, for a conſiderable time; and 
I have often heard there were ſuch ladies as the 
Miſs Thompſons, but never, till now, had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing them. I am much obliged 
by your kind invitation. to Aſhley-Park ; and 
will take an opportunity of accepting it: my 
name is Abinton; I ſeldom have left my rural 
retirement; but I fancy I ſhall be tempted: to 
quit it for a time at leaſt.” — The carriage being 
now arrived, we took leave of our engaging re- 
eluſes, and returned home. My aunt Sukey 
went to bed immediately, followed by the ill- 
nature of Miſs Betty ; who obſerved this was 
the fruit of taking long walks ; and following 
hs aa young fellow : and indeed, ſhe 
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thought her fillers were; both, old enough, to 
know better. be extraordinary circumſtance 
of their retirement anch appearance, hung ſo 
heavy on my mind, that I could not, choſe my 
eyes. I aroſe early, and walked to the ſpot 
where I ſirſt beheld thoſe agreeable women, but 
1 ſay no- body: I returned to breakfaſt, where 
our whole converſation turned on the adventure 
of the preceding night: mp two aunts: were 
charmed with Mrs. Abinton; and Sukey., ob- 
ſerved, Miſs Harriet was really 2 lovely 
girl. What do you, think, Sir James, of 
the pretty ruſtick? has ſhe, not an innocent 
and pleaſing - countenance? I think 
madam: She has indeed a great deal of 
beauty and ſweetneſs. Her mothen is poſſeſſed 
of a great knowledge. of the worlil, joined wa 
politeneſs of manner that renders her retire 
ment an enigma. Miſs Betty obſerved, the 
ſuppoſed they were ſome impaſtors, whom no- 
body knew; and had found means to impoſe 
themſelves on her ſiſters, who never. fearched 
into things, as people of great merit. “ As for 
you, Sir James, the girls being pretty, is reaſon 
enough for you to admire them: but, as har 
ſiſters had thought proper to invite them, ſhe 
mould not appear in their company till ſhe 
new who _ were. Miſs Sukey ſaid, ſhe 
ſuppoſed, the | judged by herſelf, when ſhe 


5 ; Inſinuated, people ſet thomſelves out to be 
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what they were not.“ This had the uſual ef- 
fect; and ſent the adverſe power from the 
field, with loſs of many words, and a great 
deal of breath. I am really uneaſy till I be- 
hold again the fair Harriet, and her agreeable 
mother; and ſhall not let my aunts reſt, till 
they have found ſome method to draw them 
here. I half dread the depredation the former 
may make on my heart, if her mind ſhould 
correſpond with the poliſhed ſhell. The meer 
power of beauty is eaſily reſiſted ; but a refined 
underſtanding, joined to a good education, 
renders, reſiſtance vain. Ah, Freemer! if at 
laſt, after all my boaſting, I ſhould commence 
one of the fighing train, and confine all my 
ideas to the perſon. of one woman, how you will 
laugh at me ! well, I cannot ROW e 
you. wills Tſhallever Shan, vou. 


"Tm re. 


Colonel Maden to „ are Hom. Earl 12 
4 ARUNDEL.. phe 


 Southwell-Caftle.. 


80. my e e bh in love; and 
mean to uſe your utmoſt powers to gain the 
charmer of your heart. Well, I heartily wiſh you 
ſucceſs; and if the lady has the underſtanding 

you have aſcribed to her, I have no doubt of it. 
Qualifications like yours, Arundel, are not 
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-be met with often; and I ſhould imagine, if 
"the heart of Miſs Belville is not engaged, you 
have nothing to fear. | You compare the 
- charms of this lady to thoſe of Mifs Duncan- 
non, and fay the latter finks in the compariſon: 
perhaps, Harry, you do not imagine my heart 
is as firmly in the poſſeſſion of your lovely 

couſin, as yours can poſſibly be in that of the 
accompliſhed Adeline: true, upon my honour 
I have had frequent opportunities of being 
in her company during her viſit to Mrs. 
Aimworth: ſhe is intirely miſtreſs of my af- 
fections; and on her returning them hangs the 
future happineſs or miſery of my life. I ſhould 
have followed her immediately to London, had 
not the illneſs of Sir William prevented me. 
Prithee, Harry, fay a kind word for me, if 
you ſhould find an opportunity: I fear the ga- 
gaiety of Charlotte's diſpoſition will preſerve 
her from every impreſſion of love. I have 
_ "hitherto obtained not the leaſt conceſſion 
in my favour: what I may do, I cannot 
tell; for with all her livelineſs ſhe has as 
noe a heart as ever animated a female boſom. : 
her amiable fiſter is entirely in my intereſt; 
ſhe aſſures: me, as does Mr. Aimworth, their 
ſiſter has a ſweetneſs and compaſſion in her na- 
ture, that, on intimate acquaintance, renders 
ww rg 1 TO en a va- 
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riety of inſtances to exemplify her character, 
and Tam more enamoured of the charming 
Charlotte than I was: before ſhe left the coun- 

try. Would to God my uncle was well enough 
to permit my leaving him; but while he con- 
tinues ſo ill, and expreſſes ſo much ſatisfatian 
in my company, I cannot think of quitting 
Southwell-Caſtle without his conſents, Situ- 
ated as I am; I muſt depend on your friendſhip, 
Arundel, to inform me if any lover approaches 
my Charlotte, the leaſt formidable, and be the 
conſequence. what it may, in that caſe I will 
Ay to London. I ſhall be very impatient to 
* from vou; both on your account and my 
Rei Harry, the anxiety of love, 
andy write * Adler: believe me yours, 
GEORGE Mzpwar. 
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P. F. 1 Ee heard from Wilmot a great 
While; do you know where he is? tell me, if 
2090s eee 2 


uf Butvitte to 1 4 Arturo, 
| | Portmey-Square- 
Winn. ean octaiion wy Harriers filence? 
I have in vain con red many reaſons for it, 


and at laſt remain bewildered in uncertainty. 
Write, my dear girl; and hb 9920 anxious 


* 


: breaſt of thy Adeline. 
- Twill TOO to inform you of what hs 0x o- 
; curred 
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_ cured ſince iny laſt letter; and after relating 
fome things that have greatly amazed me, will 
leave them to che judgment of my Harriet, 
and Mrs. Abintoen. Thad not been down ſtairs 
two hours, after my ilineſs, before Sir Harry 
Evelin entered: the dising room: he came up 
Witheut any previeus Rotice! I was reading 
Tamerlane te NAS. Bvelin, and did not ob- 
ſerve his entrande: he ſebtich himſelf in ſilence, 
and I fhould not have perceived him, had I not 
ſtopped to make am obſervation on one of the 
ſpeeches; when; on removing my eyes from 
khe boek Ebeheld Sir Harry with his fixed on 
me! I ſtartech, and diuthed, as I imagined, | 
for felt my face glowy he perceived my amaze- 
ment; and riſing from'his ſchtz sI Rave been 
- obſerving the power of beauty, my dear Miſs 
\Belville,” ſaid he, c to, which dreſs can, give 
vo traces. T nev ver beheld ye you 1b Captivating gly 
u have thade 


20 hee Tack this eter ex Yu 
a fine ſpeech, Sir Tirry put 10 hang: expect . 


to ſceang emp os L hond natchave need 


ed a reprimand for my dreſs, I Eine. 


Mr Event had ordered her ſervants to deny 
her, or L{houtd.þ ve cantigued | in my;digfing 
om.“ TE. For aWen's. take, FRF, har 
9 you mean, ? I reprimand. you. forq our dreſs ! 
Pray, Mrs. Evelin, help me to explain, the 
words of Miſs Belville.” <£* Truly, Sir Harry, 
e lady, S u'“ wh RYE, ig not 


315 in 
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in my power: all that I have to ſay is, that 


Adeline is infinitely too ſerupulous; and be- 


cauſe you have caught her in a little diſhabille, 
makes all this fuſs.“ He then ran out in the 
moſt extravagant compliments, and. intreated 
me to favour him with a ſong. To put a ſtop 
to the inundation of nonſenſe he was pouring 
into my ears, I complied ;, but I found I had 
taken the wrong method: For this, inſtead of 
ending his eulogiums, increaſed them; and [ 
was obliged to hear him. Mrs. Evelin, ſeeing 


how diſagreeable this was, relieved me by in- 
forming him a lady of: their acquaintance had 


left her parents, and eloped with an officer : 

but,“ added ſhe, “ the worſt of the matter 
is, that the young man is married and has. got 
ſeveral: children.“ Sir Harry obſerved that the 
world made a great fuſs, about affairs af this 
ſort ; but, for his part, he thought they were 


very excufable; for how many people are there, 


ſaid he, ho have the greateſt attachment to 
in life are unable to gratify it in what is called 
an honourable manner, that is, by tying them - 
ſelyes together for life? Arg then thoſe perſons 
blameable to indulge theis mutual inclinations, 


if they haue opportunity? By no means. 1 
. be applauded: by all = 


the ſenſible part of mankind, and honoured as 
mow —— to the tyranny of cuſtom.“ 
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«© Why indeed, Sir Harry,” anſwered Mrs, 
Evelin, e this is regarding the matter as na- 
ture direfts.” And how, my dear ſiſter, 
g would you regard it? Is not the law. of na- 

re unerring; and what ſhe decrees cannot 
de improper: therefore, why ſhould theſe young 
people be blamed for acting naturally ? "The 
children of the man, indeed, is a diſagreeable 
circumſtance ; but they were not ſufficient to 
overcome his ſtronger paſſion.” Then, ſir,” 
interrupted your Adeline, you do not admit 
any ſuch things as honour and conſcience.” 
< Conſcience,” repeated he: believe me, Miſs 
Belville, tis a word full as chimerical as that of 
content; and exiſts not in mortality; as to hoe 
Hour, that may influence a man, and always ought 
todo.” «Then, ſir, to conſtitute a man of honour 
(putting conſcience out of the queſtion) he muſt 
have ſeduced the daughter or wife of his neigh- 
bour, (I will not ſay friend, for fuch-a man is 
incapable of ſo exalted a feeling as friendſhip) ; 
he muſt have deſerted an innocent wife and fa- 
mily, whom he leaves expoſed to want and 
miſery ; and all, to follow the dictates of na- 
ture Is there then no ſuch thing as natural 
feelings? Muſt the cries of unprotected inno- 
cence plead in vain ; and the virtuous mother 
of thoſe infants be abandoned for a vile and 
infamous female? and yet the man who can 
do all * is only * the principles of 
* | 
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nature and laws of honour.” e You FEW | 
aggravated this portrait, Miſs Belville,” anſwer- 
ed Mrs. Evelin. How can the picture of 
ſuch villainy be aggravated, madam ? I rather 
think I have not ſet it in half its odious co- 
lours.“ Opinions of this ſort,” interrupted 
Sir Harry (with the greateſt coolnels, ) are by 
no means uncommon in thoſe whoſe years and 
experience have been but ſhort. The goodneſs 
of your heart, Miſs Belville, leads you to con- 
clude, a man who could act thus is void of 
every virtue: but a commerce with the world, 
and obſervations; on mankind, will convince 
you that virtue in theſe particulars is rarely to 
be met with. In ſome perſons who have their 
paſſions under more command, you may fancy it 
really exiſts z but obſerve thoſe people in their 
moments of retirement and levity, and you will 
ſee the maſk- laid aſide; and, with the world, 
they ſhut out the phantom of virtue.” If this 
is your opinion, fir, it would be vain for me 

to reaſon. againſt it; only permit me to obſerve 
a word or two on the matter of conſcience which 
you abſolutely denied juſt now. As many 
as you pleaſe, lovely lady: I with for no greater 


happineſs than to hear your charming reaſon= 


ings.” I ſuppoſe, fir, you do not deny a 
a future exiſtence.” By no means, madam.” 
« Do you ſuppoſe, Sir Harry, people will be 
judged by their actions here? We are told 


ſo,” 
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fo.” «© But do not you believe it? 4 Moſt 
likely we ſhall ; our reaſon ſuggeſts it to us as 
the moſt natural method,” ' Very well; if 
this is the caſe, do you fippole a man, whoſe 
life has been ſtained with the atrocious crimes 
I have juſt now deſcribed, can look up to 
Heaven with any confidence in his dying hour: 
Will ſuch actions as he has been guilty of, fol- 
low him with benefit into a better world? No 
truly; it would be detracting from the juſtice 
of the Deity, to ſuppoſe he would receive with 
approbation a conduct ſo contradictory to his 
expreſs commands,” © But, my dear Miſs 
Belville, why are we endowed with paſſions 
and feelings, if, by the indulgence of them, 
we only promote our own condemnation? Sure- 
ly this is contradictory to the Divine Nature. 
He knew our frailties, and might have pre- 
vented them: for if we are ſo formed that we 
are unable to reſiſt temptations, why are we ex- 
poſed to them?“ e Ah, Sir Harry, we are all 
able to reſiſt temptations, if we are determined. 

Nay, have we not the glorious privilege of 
applying to our Creator for aſſiſtance? I can- 
not ſo effectually anſwer your arguments, nor 
juſtify the wiſdom of the deity, by any reaſons of 
my own, as thoſe the divine Milton has afford- 
cd me; were the Almighty erbt re” > 


Ingrate, | 


— 
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i Hera, be hau of u 7 
Al he could h have; I made him juft and "$a 
Sufficient to haue lead, though free 1 to fall. * 
Such I created all th' ęthereal pers 
Aud ſpirits, both them who Food. aud. tems 
| mids... 7 

F . they. food who flood, . ond fall wha, ll. 
Nat free, ꝛubut proof could they huue giv'n — Sali | 
Of true allegiance, conſtant faith or love, . 
here only what they needs muff do, appear d, 
Nat what they wauld 2. that praiſe cauld n 

ceive? | 
What pleaſure 1 from ſuch obedience 3 
Il hen will and reaſon. (reaſon alſo is choice) + 
Uſeleſs and vain, of freedam bath deſpai Pd, 
Made paſſive both, had ſoru d neceſſity, 
Not ne. They therefore as to right belong d, 
$2 were created, nor can Jaſih aecufe 
Their naler, or their making, or their 227 
As if predeſtination over-rul'd 
Thetr-will, diſpos d by ahſolute decree | 
Or Wk Was 


MaLTON. 


10 Fou * [i 33 the opinion. of this 
| admired writer; and it was indeed the moſt lau- 
dable and juſt idea that could. be formed of the 
goodneſs as well as e 5 of eee 

man free. 5 
1 ob 
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1 obſerved Mrs. Evelin appeared very uneaſy 
during this argument, and endeavoured to inter- 
rupt us ſeveral times. When I had done ſpeaking, 
ſhe took my hand and ſaid, I fear, my dear 
Adeline, vou will katigue yourfelf by talking ſo 
much: you argue very well, dut had better 
diefer it till ſome other time. Sir Harry 

ſeemed as much inclined to wave the diſcourſe, 
as Mrs. Evelin, and your Adeline was too 
much diſguſted with this ſtrange man to en- 
deavour renewing it. He entreated T would in- 
dulge him with another ſong; but I declined 
Complying with his requeſt, for fear of en- 
creaſing my fatigue. He ſat ſome time longer, 
diſcourſing on common topicks, and appeared 
dejected and thoughtful. At laſt he took his 
leave; as I will of you, Harriet, for I think 
you will be tired of this unreaſonable letter, 


i ns Yo _ ApgLINE BELVILLE, 
Mi Asien to aſt BeLviLLy: bf 
„ 1+ 


Js 8 1714 down, my gentle fromd, 8 to relieye your 

anxiety, and-will inform you of the reaſon of 
my ſi ſilence with all the truth and conciſeneſs in 
my power. My mother and myſelf have been 
extremely engaged by a conſtant attendance in 
r village on a young vo who has been 
I for 
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| fora great while in a declining ſtate of health, 
and has now joined her kindred clay. The 


amiable Maria Ruſſet bore an excellent cha- 


racter, and was ſincerely lamented by her 


friends and companions. I encloſe a little ef- 
fort of mine in the poetic way, which tha 
death of this young woman and a very fine 
moon light night gave birth to. Your Harriet 
is but a forty poet; thoughy * is W 1 
you will eſteem it. A 

1 am ſhocked at the opinions uf. Sir dos, 


| but L cannot expreſs my admiration of your's. 


Alas, my Adeline! I fear there are too many 
in the world who, like him, ſet up falſe rea- 
ſonings, in order to confound the judgment, 
and lead the underſtanding through intricate / 
windings and labyrinths of doubt, and at laſt 
leave it involved 'in perplexity and error. 
Every woman could not have anſwered Sir 
Harty as my friend. did+ the wotds of the an- 
gelic Milton furniſhed you, as you juſtly ob- 
ſerve, with ftronger reaſons and more forcible 
expreſſions than any other could have done; 
and the juſtice and propriety of your applica» - 
tion met with the greateſt approbation froin 
my mother. She obſerved you had a mind, in 
which piety, joined with a proper confidence, 
was conſpicuous. [Your friend, my Harriet, 
ſaid the, is a worthy example for your; imita- 


tion, The really Good will never filently 


F ä 
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hear the juſtice of the Creator arraigned; but, 
like Miſs Belville, nobly oppoſe the light of 
truth to the prophane reaſoner: a diffidence in 
this caſe had been a falſe ſhame; and therefore 
unworthy a ſenſible woman. I admire my. 
mother's ſentiments on all occaſions, and you 
may be ſure I did not diſſent from her in this 
particular. I have a little adventure to relate 
chat will amuſe you; but as it will take more 
time than I can well ſpare, I ſhall defer it to 
another letter. I have fixed in my on mind 
Lord Arundel for a lover of my Adeline, and 
I hope he may perſuade you to renounce your 
reſolutions of perpetual celibacy. Indeed 1 
think it a cruelty to ſociety, that a woman ſo 
caleulated to ſhine in domeſtic life; ſhould al- 
ways remain ſingle. Reflect, my love, that 
every grief is unavailing, and cannot recal the 
cauſe of your melancholy to theſe ſad ſcenes of 
mortality. No, my dear Adeline, tis folly to 
abſtain from every tender tye, becauſe we have 
loſt a favourite hope: make ſome worthy man 
happy, and once more prepare to glad the 
anxious hearts of your delighted friends, by 
reliſhing the joys of ſociety. I am pleaſed 
you have a proſpect of ſo lively a companion as 
Miſs Duncannon: cultivate her acquaintance, 
| ſhe will amuſe your ſerious moments. Adieu, 
my amiable friend, I wY to walk with my mo- 
| 3 j rial, $1 ther; 
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cherz the evening is fine}: we ſhall give a 
mournful look at the grave of poor Maria. 93 8 
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Wrote after an evening walk by moon 
112 N in qr foregoing.) 


Beneath the ndnetis of thy nale pow! r, 
Ah! penſive, Luna, let me peaceful tread; 
Hear the rough wave daſh on the ſounding ſhore, 
"ou think o'er all the virtues of the dead. 


Below d the ſhade ofy yon declining kin, 7% 
Whoſe tow'ring ſummit views the vaulted. 1 lies, 
Where nature weeps in many a guſhing rill, 

In peaceful ſleep the fair Maria lies. 


Early temov'd from ev'ry worldly care, 
She ſoars a ſeraph to the realms of day 
Unknown to her pure mind was fell. deſpair, ; 
A ſuff”ring Saviour drove all fear away. 
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Ah guide my thoughts from ill, celeſtial pow'r ! 
Safe let me wander by pale Cyathia's light; 
Give to reflection the ſequeſter'd hour, 

And pious thoughts employ the ſolemn — 


The filent moon a milder radiance ſheds, 

In ſilver robes all nature is array'd; 

The ſedgy reeds bend on their wat'ry beds, - 
And the bright canopy of heaven's diſplay'd. 


"9M 


'Thro? the clear ſky the ſtars and planets fhine, 

By heav'n's command ny « throw their u- 
ence round; 

The earth ſelf-balanc'd, ſpeak the ung 
And al the ene of the baja ha e N 


Now guilty fear recedes with frighted haſte, 
And ftarts with horror at the heav'nly ſcene, 
While conſcious virtue fhews her beauteous face, 
Wie ſtops affur'd . er the 4, 77700 


The ſolemn ſcene ſhe views with ſtedfaſt eyes, 


VDnus'd to guilt, unaw'd by trembling fear; 
The works of heav'n ſhe ſees with glad furprie, 
1 And on 5 8 00 lets fall a tear. I | 


Crea- 
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Creation fleeps, ſave where the bird of night © 
With outſtretch'd pinions filent flits along, 
Impatient to attain, ere morning light, 5 7 


The Ry nurture for her tender young. . 3 


* 
3 1 . 


Now fabled falvies . the en 

In many a ſportive mate imprint the , N 
And fing reſponſes to their magie queen, 
Till Cynchia's beams no longer ſhine around. 
While yet the ſable night her curtain draws, 
And holds her leaden ſceptre o'er the earth, 
Harmonious Nature feems'to make a pauſe, 
Till morn _ gives _ ma nn. 


Now 1 ſtil moon withdraws. 1 l | 
light, 

The ſtars retiring „ ſhed a fainter ray; 3 

Aurora's rudy d 4 ſucceeds the night, 


eee nee 
1 3 Kr 
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could deliberately involve an innocent family 
. 1 
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„cn wile Hates | Beoks-frec. 


I N ales 3 with che fair ſex, upon 
my ſoul, Montague, I was never ſo effectually 


_ oppoſed as at this moment: I always imagined 


vanityn would preſerve its influence over the 
mind of a Woman, let her virtues be ever ſo 
great. But Ihave an inſtance nov under con- 
ſideration that contradicts experience, and puz- 
zles all my ſyſtems. Miſs Belville has an un- 
derſtanding ſo uniformly perfect, that ſets all 
my commonplace artillery dt nought. I love 
to algue with the pretty creatures; and ſuppo- 


ſing it would be eaſily in my power to confute 


any -high-flown” romantick ideas of virtue by 
my ſophiſtry, or mere dint of puzzleing; I 
ventured a few day ago to enter the liſts with 

iſs Belville. 85. Rafe {favourable opportunity 
given me by my ſiſter, whom I had previouſly 
informed 1 my intentions of entering on my 
favoutits defence of an honourable connexion, 
according to my ideas of jt! The Ment atten- 
tion with which Miſs Belville appeared to ob- 
ſerve what I faid, elated me beyond idea: but 


the ſtrong oppoſition ſhe made to my ſentiments, 


wine me ſhe was not to be cheated out of 


her underſtanding: ſhe proved, very ſenſibly, 


the baſeneſs and depravity of the man who 


in 
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in tuin; and got ſo deep on the ſubjeR, that 1 
was, abliged to fly the pit. I ſeveral. times at- 
tempted to enforce my favourite opinion of the 

unlimited indulgence of our paſſions, as far as 

nature directs; and wquld have proved we were 

not, blameable for employing our faculties, as 
our feelings inſtigated; which was evident by 
our being in — + "fon of them. Here ſhe ef- 
fectually ſilenced me, by along quotation from 
Milian, plump againſt me. Her graceful pro- 
nunciation, and beautiful appearance, added 
energy and expreſſion to the poet; and though 
I have often been ſtunned by the admirers of 
Milian, yet I never heard à line that I thought 
ſo ſublime and harmonious as thoſe with which 

Miss Belville elucidated her argument. I am 

aſhamed to declare, the uniformity of this lady's 
| donduct ſtaggers my, opinion; and I am half 
Per ſuaded there is ſuch a thing as virtue, from 

principle: but yet, ſhall the experience of forty 

ygars have no effect? In all that time I have 

not found a ſingle inſtance to contradict my 
ſyſtemz and ſhall the conduct of a fooliſh girl, 
who gan now nothing, ether from experience, 
or ears, ogunteract the judgment which is 
formed on a thorough knowledge of the world, 
Feorbid it reſolutjon; forbid it pride! Altho” 
the conduct of this lady appears always 

peer, nn, erte. ſhe muſt. 4 | 
229 F 4 
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the vanity of her ſex: be that as it may, 
I will ſpare no pains, or expence, to ſe- 


cure her mine, and in my own way, for 


matrimony cannot think of; my fortune 
is greatly impaired ; and was it in its pri- 
mitive ſituation, I could not bear the idea of 

ſhackles; no, not with Miſs Belville: you 
muſt give me your affiſtance, Montague, if 'I 
ſhould want it; but my ſiſter's obliging diſpo- 
ſition will, I hope, render that unneceſſary. 
I ſhall have frequent opportunities of enter- 
taining the fair Adeline on the ſubje& of my 
paſſion (Which, by the way; J have not yet 
mentioned.) I muſt go cautiouſly to work: if 
ſhe ſhould have att idea of my deſign, ſhe would 
inſtantly fly off; and perhaps leave Mr. Eve- 
lin's 8 es glo and ſure? ĩs an excellent pro- 


verbz but che chatms of Mifs Belville ate fo 


exquiſite; that I am hardly mafter of "myſelf 
when I am with her; could T but make an im- 
preffion en ber heart; I ſhould think myſelf 
happier than a prince: but the utmoſt eircum- 
ſpection muſt be 'obferved not to diſguſt her. 
My ſiſter informed me the was difpleaſed at 
our late argutnent: I ſhalt ſet that matter right 
the next time I fee her. I encloſe s bank bill 
for a hundred; give it Emily, and tell her, if 
ſhe remains in the country, and makes no noiſe, 
I will be her friend ſtill. The children are 


bet ll eee der le. 
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depend. Adieu; let me know if any ching ex- 2 
traordinary happens; and if Miſs A ee 


makes oy efforts to leave Pairy-Hill. 
| = Yoursy- i 


enen Henxy Exzlix. 


p. 6. Thave (poke to Lond ——- boat u 
| commiſſion; for you : I hope I ſhall ſes you a 
colonel; tcho' his " Lordſhip told me, if he obli- 
ged me, he muſt diſappoint 2 young fellour | 
whoſe father was killed in the late war, and 
had left his family rating ee. 12] 


1 Nr s visa to: . AninTOX.. 
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1. We Harriet, ne 00 mo- 
ther apptoved my: conduct, in the argument 
with Sir Harry; and ſhall ever rejoice to nierit 
gave me real pleaſure: it is great and delicate, 
at the fame time the execution is very good, 
and like my Harriet's performanees. But Why, 

my friend, do you talk to me of preparing to 
— to which I hope I ſhall ever 
remain a ſtranger: you, who know my heart, 
to ſuppoſe I could entertain thoughts of a ten- 
der kind again ? No, Harristz your Adeline is. 
mcapable of wavering; and yet I am nat vio- 
katin my grief; on the contrary, in genen 1 
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am chearful, Immoderate ſorrow: becomes not 
the, chili; z but; gentle melancholy i is the na- 
tural effect of a feeling diſpoſitio 
Veſterday I told Mrs, Evelin, as Miss Dun- 
cannon had been fo obliging in her enquiries 
during my indiſpoſition, I would have the cha- 
riot if ſhe did not want it, anditcall on her. 
dhe anſwered it vas entirely at my ſervice ; but 


— 


ſhe was going to her brother's, and ſhould have 
begged the favour of my company if I had not 
been engaged. I declined it; and accordingly 
ſet off for Bloomſbury. I was: ſhewel : into an 
elegant dreſfing room, where Miſs Duncannon 


was feading on a fophay with Lord Arundel and 


Sir Edward Wilmot. <* ne dear Adeline,“ ſaid 
the ſprightly Charlotte, © you have been a ſad 
girl, to be ill juſt as you became acquainted 
with me: but you look cHarmingly. Well, Iam 
glad you are come: cheſe two devils have been 
teining me to death to go to the park with 
them; but having no lady with meg I did not 
chuſe to go by myſelf : for you know, one can- 
not tell what ſort of Characters theſe grave 

wretches may have; an@ if one' {Hould' loſe 
oneꝰs reputation, that would be no joke! 4 1 
am ſarry, Charlotte,” anſwered I, << T cannot 
do myfelf the pleafure of removing your feru- 
ples, for I promiſed to be at home early.“ 

„Ay, but you muſt do yourſelf the pleaſure. 
m r en dumb perſuade Miſs 
2 XD 2. l Belville 


. F 4 
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Belville to go : as to Sis Edward, he has been 
aſleep this hour,” 5 added ſhe, hollowing humou r- 
duſly in his ear. * I wiſh Colonel Medway 
was preſent,” anſwered Sir Edward, „“ Miſs 
Duncannon would not make ſo many miſtakes.” 
(She coloured x as red as ſcarlet.) « Poor Char- 
lotte, 4d aid. his Lordſhip, 4c ſhall I ſend for 
George to clear your underſtanding“ 1 
tell you what, my Lord, 'T will ſend for a 
blanket, to have both you and Sir Edward toffed 
| in, bi clear your heads of folly.” The gen- 
ou Jaughed, and Lord Arundel took her 

Ny, Charlotte, don- t be angry, you 
Ky conyince us the Colonel is not indifferent 
td you; lle a vrretek but come, Miſs r 

never mind what theſe men ſay; let us go: 
ſhe would take no denial; ane away we went. | 
1 ſent the chariot home, and took a place in 
Miss Duncannon' s coach. We had an agreea- 
ble Walk Charlotte made many entertaining 
remarks. We met Muſ grave; he immediately 
recognized me, and joined our party. Hea- 
wens, Adeline Þ”-whiſpered-Mifs Duncannon, 
hat creature is that? he looks for all. the world 
ikea wolf.in ſheep's clothing. The lining of 
bop me of ſkin- like wool... Lord 
"Arundel exy attentive to me. I thought of 
- your idea, — but it will not do. We left = 

— the park about four, ang Charlotte would have | 9 
2 perſuaded me to have Wow with her, but I 7 
r 1 " would 


168 FEMALE STABILITY. 


would not conferit, © Tbe Earl and Sir Eüward 
attended me to Mes. Evelin's, and Nadel 
tool their leave. 

I ſat down and read your ſweet production, 
- was withing my dear Louiſa with me, to 
ſhare the pleaſure, when the entrance of Mrs. 
Evelin and Captain Fr reemer interrupted my 
reverie. The Captain ſtayed dinner, and en- 
tertained me with his doleful complaints about 
Miſs Somners.. I heard him with. complacency; 
but it was out of my. power to relieve him. I 
am ſent for to company, and muſt unwillingly 
leave W Vours, 


N. 
— wits 


1 Mrs 


beſt ere tober. 1 14 
ORDER nein 2 „ 
{4.7 , A f 


ane, ban“ «Sir ir Tours Tamron 


f imputation of Ade: by TON but. 


When you are informed, it was occaſioned by 


4 cloſe attendanee on my father, Who has 
been indifpoſed with the gout, you will ceaſe 


to blame me. Sir Richard's impatience under 
_ this painful diſorder, ae yg "Og oe 
F — 
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* 
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«fi am impatient to know more of "the 
able recluſe. If I miſtake not; you Viſeo- 
ver no fmall tendyr for the fait Harriet, 4 
ſhall congratulate you ſhortly on being one of 
Cupid's votaries. Fear not my laughing at you : 
no faith; I am too ſerioufly in for it mytelf. 8 
Truſt me, Sir James, there is nothing” to be 
aſhamed of in an honourable attachment; oh 
the contrary, it harmonizes the diſpoſition, and 
.renders the whole man more amiable.: I heartily 
wiſh Miſs Abinton may make a laſting impref- 
on on your heart; and you on hers: for, alas, 
What a miſery is unrequited love! My dear 
v Louiſa has a real affection for me: but what 
does it avail ? Removed far from her, I mourn 
in abſence, and ſhare no benefit from her ge- 
nerous regard,” But your fate, Thompſon, 
may be more fortunate.” The lovely Harriet 
may have no prepoſſeſſion; and you are happy 
in an'ealy independence, and tan offer a title 
and fortune to the woman of your choice, with-- 
out afking any one. Though my ſituation is 
far from ayrecable, I ſhall ever rejoice in the- 
| eſs of my friends ; and yowhold a fore- 
Fk in that number. I have fpent one 
day with Mifs Belville fince I wrote laff: She- 


has has not heard from Mifs Somners ; indeed 


the tells me, it is not poſſchle. The good na- 
tiured Adeline heard my complaints; and, by 
3 power, ſtrove to make me 
_ 4 eaſier. 
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eaſier. Alg dinger ſhe, played and ſung, Ah! 
T hompſon, if you was to bear the performance 
of Miſs Belville, you would never endure any 
other. | Such harmonious concord. never till 
then regaled my. ſenſes ; ry ber voice is as fine as 
ber exec dution on the, harphchord i is gracef ul. 
1 think, you. would. acknowledge the i urpaſſed 
every thing you eyer heard. Abe has not yet 
dropped the leaſt hint of Louiſa- 5 retirement; 
yet ſhe is always talking of her, I am very ob- 
| ſerving, and hope ſome time or other to gather 
the deſired \ information, She tolg Mrs. Evelin 
and me, if it ul afford u us any amuſement, 4 ſhe 
would read, a. little poetick production of a 
friend s: {be accordingly read a beautiful ode. I 
begged for a COPY, but ſhe politely refuſed 1 me; 
ſaying, «if j it was my own, Captain Freemer, 
I wauld not heſitate ; but as it: is the . 
4 of ,alady's.pen,, 1 muſt, beg to be excuſed; 25 
"friend deſired 1 1 would give it to. nobody; 4 ra 
4 cannot, betray. a confidence.” 5 Ah, Miſs 
Belville, I know, how cruelly true you, are to 
the ſecrets of friendſhip.” <5 Why, moe 
4 not have. me betray them: you wouldh, 
55 aden me, C nin erpern, : Ms, 0 


than kept for many people told things — 
4 the ſeal of ſecrecy, that they would rather have 
made publick-than not. Then, madam,” 
. anſwered, Miſs Belville, 5+ they au. _ w_ 


1211 42 


A 
— 
3 


FEM ATE STABILITY. 417 


of them, for I ſhall ſurely preſerve them 
ate i my oven breaſt, and by that means dif+ 
appoint them.“ The rectitude and goodneſs 
of her ſentiments on all occaſions, is amazing; 
and ſhe excels as much in the endowments of 
her mind as in the beauty of her perſon. I have 
made! every enquiry among Mr. Somners's 
friends to know: where he is gone, but they 
are either ignorant, or will not diſcover- I 
am half diſtracted; and unleſs ſomething ſhould 
caſt a light on this matter, ſhall be entitely ſo ere 
long. er er e, are and ᷑ver will be 
ebe ib Zubin Kain! N 7h 


am v0 nies n 3 en enlarrd 7 REPMER. 
Lill / hai o n b. bite „in 


Mit Abinton's letter is omitted, as it wds 
only a repetition of Sir James Thompſon's, 
eiving an account of the aceident that intro- 
duced him and his aunts 70 her Ay uaititancey 
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a 720 b Melt Harriet your adventure 
Was truly romantik; and I mdy ſet to prophè- 
ſying — you, I think, but 1 ſhall not fol- 
Tow' your example, and give you Sir James for 
an admirer, leſt I ſhould prove as true in my 
Ern vou was in yours. I fear Lo 
701 Arut= 
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Arundel haus too great an inclination to com- 
mence my lover. I have met him twice 
accidentally, and his behaviour is fo very 
particular, I cannot” miſtake it; however, I 
kope he will not explain himſelf, as it would 
give me infinite pain to make him unhappy ; 
and nothing would induce me to liſten to his 
profeſſions of love. Miſs Duncannon gives him 
the moſt exalted charafter that ever I heard. 
She tells me he is adored among his tenants and 
voſity, which his large eſtate enables him to 
gratify. I find ſhe has diſcovered her-coufin's 
partility for ſhe came to me the other mor- 
ning, and ſeemed ſurprized not to find his 
Lordſhip with me. Why, Adeline; I thought 
to have found my oouſin here; he was reſolved: 
Jaſt night to wait on you, but the poor crea- 
ture s courage. failed him, I ſuppoſe, and he 
dares not approach. Ah, child, thoſe lovely 
eyes have made ſad work with more than one 
heart of my acquaintance; but you. muſt ab- 
ſol ly. favour the earl.. I ſhall rejoice in my 

relation: nay, don't look grave, I am 
| not his Lordſhip.” Indeed, Mifg Duncan- 
non, I ſhould he very ſorry to find Lord Arundel. 
kad entertained a 2 regard for me, as it 
would not be in my power by; any means to 
return it.“ © Why, you are not engaged; 
N I ſmiled, |<< Does it follow, Char- 


"> 


FEMALE STABIEITY. 13 
fotte, that a lady muſt be engaged, if ſhe dif- 
approved the addreſſes of one man? | 
no, to be ſure ; but then my Lord is ſo bahd- 
ſome, id elegant and ſo amiable, that I thought 
it was adone thing : then, his being grave like 
yourſelf, was fo clever, I concluded you could 
not make the leaſt objection. * Ah, Miſs 
Duncannon, I admit all you have faid,' but yet 
I ſhould fuffer real pain if your coufirr was to 
make a' declaration of love for me: I eſteem 
him as à very amiable man; but 1 can never 
regard him in the light of a lover.“ “ Good 
God!“ exclaimed 'the, « now mall we have 
him either bang or droit felf. Indeed, 
Adeline, "you muſt not be 'fo cruel ; "you wal 
abſolutely break his heart. But come; HA 
me your confident ; I do love à ſecret deatly, 
and you may depend on my fidelity;®” % have 
no ferret & truſt you with, Chatlotte';” un- 
ſwered I K and eee by in- 
forming His ae cannot return his love, 
if he mould mention an intended declaration 
to you, « Why child, do wih me to 
be run through the body # which would cer- 
talnly be the cafe; if he ſhould know I 
mentioned a word of his paſſion, even to your- 
ſelf. For Heaven's fake, Adellde, do not fay = 
2 word to Him about my formation he would 
never forgive me. Noching would convince hitn 
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mence my lover. di have met him twice 
accidentally, and his behaviour is fo very 
particular, I cannot miſtake it; however, I 
hope he will not explain himſelf, as it would 
give me' infinite pain to make him” unhappy ; 
and nothing would induce me to liſten to his 
profeſſions of love. Miſs Duncannon gives him 
the moſt exalted character that ever I heard. 
She tells me he is adored e e tenants and 
voſity, which his large. oftate [enables him to 
gratify. I find ſhe has diſcovered her-coufit's 
partiality; for ſhe came to me the other mor- 
ning, and ſeemed ſurprized not to find his 
Lordſhip with me. Why, Adeline, 1 thought 
to have found my oouſin here; he was reſolved. 
Jaft night to wait on ou, but the poor crea- 
ture's courage. failed him, I ſuppoſe, and he 
dares not approach. Ah, child, thoſe lovely 
eyes have made ſad work with more than one 
heart of my acquaintance; but” you. muſt ab- 
ſolu ly favour the earl. I ſhall rejoice in my 
relation: nay, don't look grave, I am 


not his Lordſhip.” Indeed, Mif Duncag- 
non, I ſhould be very ſorry to find Lord: Arundel. 
had entertained a ſerious. regard for me, as it 
would not be in my power M any means to 
return it.“ Why, you are not engaged; 
are vou!“ 1 ſmiled. Does it follow, Char- 
. 2 
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fotte, that a lady muſt be engaged, if ſhe dif- 
approved the addreſſes of one man? '«& | 
no, to be ſure ; but then my Lord is ſo ahd. 
ſome, ſd elegant and ſo amiable, that I thought 
it was adone thing : then, his being grave like 
yourſelf, was ſo clever, I concluded you co 
not make the leaſt objeQtion,” Ah, Miſs 
Duncarinon, I admit all you have fad, but yet 
I ſhould fuffer real pain if your coufirr was to 
make a declaration of love for me: I efteem 
him as © very amiable man; but 1 can never 
regard him in the light of a lover.” «4 Good 
God!“ exclaimed he, «& nom ſhall. we have 
bim either hang or drowH] lf. Indeed, 
Adeline, you muſt not be fo cruel ;* "you =? 

abſolutely break his heart. But come, MIT 
me your confident { 1 do love a' ſecret deatly, 
and you may depend on my fidelity.” % 1 have 
nd fecret to truſt you e, Chet an- 
ſwered I; “ and ee en 
ſm ph eee cannot return his love, 
if he ould mention an intended declaration 
to you,” „ Why child, do with me to 
be run through! the ? which would cer- 
tainly de the cafe, if he fhbuld know I 
mentioned a word of his paſſion, even to your- 
ſelf. For Heaven's fake, Adeline, do not fay 
2 word to him about my information; he would 
never forgive me. Noching would convince hit 
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if; he vas to know it. But though you are, fo 
violently cautious, you ſhall. ſee, how much I 
eſteem you, by truſting you with alittle amour 
of mine. You heard. Sir Edward Wilmot men- 
tion a Colonel Medway, and might obſerve his 
name cauſed an additional colour in my face. 
told her IL had.“ Well this brave ſoldier has 
honqured me with an offer of himſelf and fortune, 
and has got my mother and ſiſter entirely in his 
intereſt. Now you. muſt know I hate your me- 
chanical affairs: though I like the man very 
ll. pet Vcannot bear to be diſpoſed of as they 
ohh 779 ; ang ſhall. make my ſon of Mars, 
Wait gif Yo an. to honour ur him with 
N hand. Hou Leu would pot. make 5 worthy 
man unhappy, Miſs, Duncannon, when by ſo 
Going, yon only gratiſſed a blameable caquetry.” 
„Why, child, you would not let the men know 
ide arg fig conſcguspge 49 yoy, far, an ag: 
alten their deflaration., ke If they really Were, 
8 Ind, ;anfrecred I Al, ye powers! why, 
"Adeline, thou Maud poi all the lovers in the 
-unixerſe; Heayens,! to;be durfte continual 
ſolicitations; to, became a wife Ache, idea, puts 
me zin the yapours; heſides you, have them, in 


our power as long as they are, ignorant of your 

ſentiments. But ance let them know you regard 
them favourably, and you areto be catechiſed for 
Every Jook.and word you beſtow upon any other 


man. Ae N he is ſo impatient, 1 
; ſhould 
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ſhould expect he would box me up if he knew 
only thought him tolerable. My wiſe couſin is 
continually teiz ing me to give him hopes, but I 
ſwear I ſhall do no ſuch thing; if the creature 
can exiſt upon his own ideas, he may; but no | 
hope nor encouragement ſhalt he have from me; 
but, continued ſhe (looking at her watch) how 
have taken up my precious time in talking of 
this red coat! Forgive me, Adeline, and let 
me hear you have changed your reſolutions in 
reſpect to my couſin, and you will make me 
infinitely happy. It cannot be, Charlotte, I 
_ be aſhamed to be fo unſtable. Well, but 
| ou heaty Miſs' Belville ? let not a wond 
— pe ybu to my Lord of ee 
mb but heat him out. 
1 promiſtec l would. She night up, good 
bye, I muſt be gone.” +Down ſhe-flew, and 
Mrs. Evelin coming in ſbon after, I had no 
opportunity of thinking over this diſagree 
affair Lam really greatly concerned. 
Lord Arundel is a very good and eſteemable 
character, and in any other light than that 
of a lover, I ſhould; be happy to ſee him, I 
could eſteem him as a friend, but my heart xg- 
cails zt the idea of love. Would to God I 


might be free from eyery: ſalieitstian of this 
ſort! I ſhall dread to ſee the Earl. Ah, my 


Harriet, why was not my heart rendered inca- 
pable of the * Pen, if it was doomed 


Bra 
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to meet ſb cruel a diſappointment! I have not 
ſeen Sir Harry Evelin for ſeveral days. I hope 
he will keep from the houſe: I do not like 
kim at any rate; and his laſt argument has 
lowered him in my opinion infinitely. Mrs. 
Evelin talks af gaing out of town very ſoon, 
ways defers it as long as the can. I ſhall 
be extremely happy to leave the metropolis 
for the romantie beauties of rural ſcenes. 
One thing I fear will be difagreeable; Mrs. 
Evelin's houſe is very near the ſeat of Mrs. 
Duntaunon? Lord Arundel will moſt likely 
ſpend ſome time at his aunt's, and I ſhall be 
continually expoſed to his fight for Charlotte 
yows ſhe ſhall be dead if the is not with me 
every day: I hope to hear from my Louiſa the 
latter-end 'of this month or the beginning of 
ment, as ſhe muſt have reached the end of her 
Wynge before that time; Farewel, my Har- 
IP fotget nat to W e aſfectionate 
N15 Bir Boug' Ae Bax viüxx. 
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7. 8. neee, FR your bench be you 
bre of your new acquaintance. L ſuppoſe 
Bir James is hand ſome; erg him, A 
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found Miſs n in the 121 ; r 85 
wore the ſemblance of ſorrow. 60 Here is 


a preſent. from Sir Harry, .madam... 2 8 


| begs his, affectionate regards to to vou, and I ag 


this: bank-note at. your: feet, a, Affection!“ 

repeated ſhe, her eyes. . irraming ; | <c no, 
Captain, Mantague, he has long ceaſed 8 
have any affection for the haves Emil 


but does he mention his wretched .chil- 


dren! May. I not be permitted 10, go. to 
Landon 0 ſee my innocent infants?” Ther 
ate both well; madam; but Sir Harry deſires 
you will not think of leaving this houſe; the 
intereſt of your children depends on your com- 
pliance.” Cruel man !” exclaimed, ſhe, “ will 
he then deprive me of every comfart? but tell 
him, Captain Mantague, I will comply: En- 
treat him to take care of my hapleſs boys, and 
I will obey him in every reſpect. But, con- 
tinued ſhe. with a modeſt bluſh, I am ſhocked, 
| an videnutt Nut bas k Harry, 


6 * 
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Harry ſhould have had more delicacy than to 
have made my fall from virtue-known to you ; 


but it does not ſignify ; I hope my ſufferings 
and my life will quickly end; and I ſhall then 


be happy. She begged [Jewve to retire, and 
1 was too much affected to detain her. Upon 
my foul, Sir Harry, I feat her exceflive grief 


Will at alt be her death; you cannot imagine 


how greatly ſhe is altered; her colour is fled, 
and ſhe appears evidently declining. I am 
ſorry ſhe is in ſo bad a way, for ſhe is really a 
lovely and accompliſhed woman; and were 


ie not {6 violently ſcrupulous, would be a 


very agreeable one. Your account of che lady 


you are now enamoured with amazes me. Why, 
Sir Harry, you was not accuſtomed to doubt 


your own powers before; why ſhould you 


now? Was not Miſs Ang a virtuous 


and amiable woman ? And are there not 
thouſands of  virtuoils females who are not in- 
Rexible? This lady may, indeed, be very good 

in principle, but ſhe does not know how'pow- | 


erful a pleader ſhe will have in you. T' wiſh 
T could come to London; and all the aſſiſtance 


in my power you might command: but my 
damn'd debts render it impoſſible to leave this 
corner of the world. However, all the ſervice 
in my power you may depend on. Liam infi- 
nitely indebted to you for the trouble you have 
taken to obtain a commiſſion for me; and am 


your obliged and very humble ſervant, 
THoMAs MONTAGUE. | 
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Ano: ſo you hinge to e ime; 
Charles, as one of the votaries of 'Cupid? 
No, faith, I am not to be caught by a pretty 
face only; and as Tam! unacquainted with the 
mental perfections of Mifs Abinton, I am 
hitherto ſafe; but I will not promiſe how 
it may be when I have again ſeen her (which 
I hope to do this afternoon), After much 
ſolieitation, my aunt Sukey (Who is quits 
recovered) has yielded to my entreaties, and 
conſents to go to the habitation of the fair 
Harriet this day. Miſs Betty remains inex- 
orable, and abſolutely refuſes to accompany 
us, though I obſerved ſhe might have the 
coach to convey her, provided ſhe would 
diſpenſe with a pair of the horſes. As the road 
leading to the houſe of Mrs. Abinton is very 
narrow, and if there ſhould be a neceſſity of 
turning her vehicle, ſhe would run the hazard 
of being drove into the hedge. The poor lady 
regarded me with a look wit which ſlie intended 
to expreſs contempt, but it ſpoke more of rage, 
declared ſhe would not diſgrace + herſelf by 
going to ſuch a mean a 141 mix with people 
, 3149 . T1 kd 47 cate, ICE who 
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| Who were not known to any creditable ſoul in 
the-neighbourhopd: I muſt leave you-to go to 

dinner. I ſhall not cloſe this till after our viſit, 
Well, Freemer, I have ſpent the moſt 
agreeable afternoon, thot ever I experienced ; I 
am indeed charmed with the innocent beauty 
ſenſe which diſeovers itſelf in her converſation, 

Her mother is a moſt. polite and accompliſhed | 

woman: ſhe received us with all the. eaſy. free- 
dom that diſtinguiſhes a perſon who has been 
familiar with the great world; her, congratu- 
lation on my aunt's recovery was the; effect of 
real good-nature and exceſſive humanity. | The 
lovely Harriet was abſent when we arrived: ſhe 
ſoon after appeared at the tap, of a lang, walk; 
ſhe wWas playing with a ſquirrel ſhe held in her 
hand, and by the antick motions of the little 
animal, it ſeemed. to return her kindneſs by 
every method in its power: As ſhe was very 
much engaged by her favourite, ſhe did not per- 
ceive us till ſne came cloſe to the houſe. Her 
attention being fixed, gave me an opportunity 
of obſerving her as ſhe advanced: the warmth 
of the weather had given an additional glow 
0 ber complexion (which is very fair), 1 
he looked beautiful as a wood-nymph. 


could think of nothing but Diana: — 
was green luteſtring, and green ribboks to her 


hat. She was paſſing the window, but her 
ä mother 
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mother ſtopped her: «© My dear, here is Miſs. 


Thompſon.” She turned, and gracefully paid 
her compliments to my aunt, honouring me 
with a genteel curtſey. She now opened a 


glaſs door that led into the room where we i 
were fetting, and joined our little circle. Her 


ſquirrel friſked about her in playful fondneſs ; 
ſhe ſeemed delighted with the little wretch. 


« How happy i is that ſquirrel, Miſs Abinton !” 


ſaid I. I believe he thinks himſelf fo, Sir 


James. However he is much ſafer than he 


| was before I had him. Poor thing, continued 
the, patting his back, I came juſt time enough 


to reſcue thee from a ſet of mercileſs 


„ What's that, Harriet?” ſaid Mrs. Ab. 


« Only a ſquirrel I have purchaſed, madam, 
fince I had the pleaſure of ſecing you. How 
did you. meet with it, my dear?” „ Why, 
madam, as I was walking in the wood, a little | 
diſtance from the garden, I ſaw ſome boys 

teizing ſomething, which as I drew nigh I 
found to be this poor fellow. They were de- 
bating in what manner they ſhould deſtroy it, 
I offered them a trifle if they would let me have 
it. They at firſt ſeemed unwilling to lay aſide 


their cruel purpoſe; but upon my making a 


ſmall addition to my firſt propoſal, we made - 


the exchange.” Mrs. Abinton took the ſquir- 


rel, and approved her daughter's conduct with 
ſmiles of maternal love. 
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This little adn gave riſe to a conver- 
ſation on humanity ; in which, Miſs Abinton 
diſcovered a great tenderneſs of diſpoſition and 
ſoftneſs of nature. After tea we took a walk 
in the garden, which is extenſiye: though not 
laid out in the preſent taſte, yet it is rendered 
very uſeful and pleaſing at the ſame time. At 
the top of the long walk I have mentioned, 
there is an arbour compoſed of myrtle, jeſſa- 
mine and woodbine: on one ſide of this ſweet 
retreat runs a ſmall rivulet, whoſe guggling 
waters make a delightful. noiſe, and add a 
beauty to the ſtillneſs of the place. It was in 
this arbour Miſs Abinton was ſetting when 
firſt we heard her harmonious, voice. I ven- 
tured to mention that circumitance : Mrs. 
Abinton ſmiled, and as if the had read my 
thoughts, addreſſed her daughter; Harriet, 


Will you, oblige Sir James and this lady 


with a ſong? Certainly, madam, if it will 
be any entertainment to them, I told her I 
was a paſſionate lover of muſick, and my ſenſes 
had never been ſc regaled as in hearing her 
ing: She bluſhed, and ſilently bowed:;_ then 
_ waving: her hand, a. ſervant - approached. 
John,“ ſaid ſhe, with the fweeteſt accent, 
will you be ſo good as to fetch: my harp: hi- 
ther? The man flew to ohey her commands, 
happy to be employed by his fair miſtreſs. He 
ſoon returned, and * and * ſeveral 
$1 | e 
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fongs fo die nely, that had Apollo been pre- 
— would hive laid his golden lyre afide, 
deſpairing to have reached her perfection. 1 


expreſſed my approbation of her — 
in the moſt rapturous terms my feelings could 


ſuggeſt, while her delighted mother and my 
aunt joined my praiſes. So entranced was I 
with pleaſure, that had I not been reminded 
by Miſs Thomſon ſeveral times it grew late, 
I ſhould never have thought of retiring. We 
at laſt were forced to take our leave, after hav- 
ing received a promiſe from Mrs, Abinton and 
the charming Harriet of returning our yiſit 
ſpeedily, | In my way home T'almoſt ſtunned 
my aunt with my praiſes of the agreeable re- 
eluſes; and being in the greateſt harmony of 
ſpirits, attacked Miſs Betty with their perfec- 
tions *till I thought ſhe would have beat me. 
My eldeſt aunt, Who had been ill, (which was 
the reaſon ſhe did not go to Elm-wood ) liſtened 
to our acvount'of their behaviour with the 
greateſt Tatisfi&ion, anadmildly reproved Miſs 
Betty for her ill-hature: but that having no 
effect, I jumped up, and taking both her 
ſhe ſhould not ſet down again till ſhe was in 
better humour, and would” give credit to our 
adoount of the lovely Harriet and her excellent 
mother. Half dead witk paſſion, ſſie could 
only exclahm, ent believe a yyord you 
Ny. - - G2 fay, 
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Fn Sir James; let me go, let me go, I tell 
vou,“ I obeyed, taking care to be near the 
door, thrbugh which I made a precipitate re- 
treat into the park. When 1 came back, I 
found ſhe had gone to her own. chamber, pad 
vowed ſhe would never forgive mmm. 
IJ have wrote an immoderate long letter, and 
ih i om. | 3£0t eule 44 iin, 
2 57 AMES. Tmongpson, 
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| Dise SC R I 5 E Sir 3 ſays my Aale, 


and from that I ſhall judge. Very well, I will 


ſet him before you immediately. In the firſt 
place, he is tall and elegant, dark eyes, a man- 
ly complection, and agreeable features; I do 
think he may be called handſome without any 
abuſe of the word. And now you have his 
portrait on which your judgment) is to be 
formed. He and the ſecond Miſs Thompſon 
have ſpent one evening with us ſince my laſt; 


indeed it was a moſt agreeable one: Sir James 


is a man of great ſprightlineſs and infinite good 
nature, We parted with regret on all ſides; if I 
may believe the words of the lady and gentle- 
man; I can anſwer for my mother and myſelf. 
When they were gone, ſhe enquired. how 1 
| _ dir. * and his aunt. They appear 
„ FEED „ 


FEMALE STABILITY. 125 


very agreeable,” madam,” ' I think ſo, my 
dear; but we muſt not always judge from ap- 
pearances.” <« You have taught me to think,” 
anſwered I, they are fometimes deceitful : but 
what-purpoſe ſhould it anſwer in this caſe for! 
thoſe: people to appear: what they are not? 

« Your own goodneſs, my' Harriet, leads you 

to imagine diffimulation inhabits not the breaſt 
of others: but alas! child, fatal experience 

will teach you different ideas. Cruelty anßgd 
baſeneſs are too often diſguiſed under the ſpe- 
cious maſk: of generoſity and benevolence; not 


that I inſinuate this is the caſe with Sir James | 


Thompſon, but as your ignorance of men, and 
the motives. from which they act, | renders; it 
impoſſible you ſhould diſtinguiſh real worth 
from the appearance of it. I could not juſtify to 
myſelf my ſilence, hen by a proper repreſen- 
tation of the depravity of ſome men, I may warn 
my Harriet to avoid their artifices, if ſhe ſhould. 
be ſo unfortunate as to meet with them.“ 
% Vou are all goodneſs, my dear madam; I 
ſhould be inexcuſable, was I to ſwerve from 
what is right with ſuch a monitor. I hope 
d you never will, my love: but it is not often 

in eee the beſt advice to preſerve us 
from error. The difference of theory and 
practice is; indeed, very great; and you will 


know many minutiz of painful incidents in the 
* that are totally. out of the power of the 
= e former 


— 


126 FEMALE $T ABILITY. 


frornier to inſorm you of. I have endeavoured 

to furniſh ur mind with every branch of 
knowledge requiſite for happineſs. There may 
be many wamen more learned than my Harriet, 
but few vrho are better able to ſhine in domeſ- 
tick life. To dreſs faſionably, and conduct 
themſelves vvith propriety in public places, is all 
that is thought neceſſary in the education of a 
modern fine lady: an imperfect knowledge of the 
French and Italian tongues, with, too often, a 
total neglect of their own, finiſſi e work ; and 
is it to be wondered at, that we continually hear 
of matrimonial inſidelity? When chere is no 
foundation, the ſuperſtructure cannot ſtand un- 
ſhaken dy the ſtorms of nature: neither can a 
woman who has not a ſtock of good and virtu- 
ous principles, preſerve her fidelity, If the 
has beauty, the has no chance but of meeting 
many defigning men, who, fon a momentary 
gratification, would: -not heſitate te involve an 
innocent family in the greateſt Vour 
heart, my beloved child, is better fortified) A 
firm reliange on Providence that has -hitherto 
preſerved you, and the goadneſs of your: ſen- 
timents, will keep you within the narrow ipath 
of virtue: all T ebend is from the fatal 
effects of love. I ſtarted. $4 Nay, be not alarm 
ed, my Harriet; you need not fear it will lead 
bs to any thing wrong: on the contrary I am 


_— it would an To to * againſt 
its 
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its allufenbents, providing it was placed on an 


unworthy object. I fee you are ſurprized to 
hear nie talk in this ſtile ; but T thiak it neceſ- 
ſary. I do not fear any ill conſequences to your 
perſon from it; but your peace may become 
the ſacrifice. I ſee plainly Sir James Thomp- 
ſon is pleaſed with my Harriet, and greatly 
admires her beauty and accompliſhments ; z but 
you know we are totally ignorant of his cha- 
racter. He may be one of thoſe gentlemen 
whoſe boaſt and Joy are gaining the unexperi- 
enced hearts of innocent and. credulous girls; 
and leaving them to mourn his inconſtancy 
with tears and unavailing wiſhes: if this ſhould 
be the caſe here, guard your heart, my ſweet 
girl, againſt the agreeable qualifications of. Sir 
James; for as he is a man of politeneſs, you may 
expect to be treated with diſtinction by him, 
Suffer not your heart to be engaged by his at- 


tentions, leſt your fond mother ſhould" live 


to ſee her darling involved in à hopelefs 
paffion. “ - Surely, this caution: was unn“ 
ceſſary, Adeline. Sir James has made n 
approaches to my heart; nor do I believe I am 
likely to ſuffer him. We are to go to Aſhley- 
Park next week; J am told it is a ſweet place. 
So my prophecy. has come true, and Lord 
Arundel ſighs for my friend. I am ſorry to 

bnd the i is o inflexible ; but 1 will not pain 


G4 e * 
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you by writing on a ſubje& you diſlike. Mx 
mother was greatly entertained at your account 
of Miſs Duncannon's premature . diſcovery ; 
ſhe obſerved the lively Charlotte ſhould not be 
the confidante of a treaſonable plot; in this 
opinion I agree. I pity poor Colonel Med- 
way ; he will have but a bad time, I fear, with 
her ; however, when the ſeaſon of youth 1 
little over, I dare fay ſhe will be an amiable 
woman. Farewel, my ſweet friend; let me 
hear how vou go on continually: my mother 
joins me in this entreaty, for your letters af- 
| ford us real pleaſure. 
Ever your's, $ 
Haste Abix ron. 


3 * 
eine 
* 


oy i Doncamnon to Mrs. AIMWORTH. 
| 15 Bloonſbury-Squars 


35 che N commands of mama, 1fit down 
to anſwer my dear Caroline's letter. Very 
good advice, your ſiſter ſends you, Charlotte,” 
| faid ſhe; you ought to thank her for it.“ 
Ves, madam, but not to-day; I am going 
to the Park with Lord Arundel, and we pro- 

5 poſe calling on Miſs Belville.” I inſiſt you 
go immediately to writing your ſiſter will be 
* at our ſilence, ind I would not have it 
_ deferred: another day will do for the park.” 
1 [. gouted a little ; but Ling it was no great 
N 


— . ® 


and here, Mrs. Aimworth, is my production. 
We are all very well; and as for myſelf, I 
am hand ſomer than ever the men tell me. You 
may inform Medway, I abſolutely believe them. 

Oh, by the way; pray why did you not ſay a 


word about that terror of his enemies? Has 
the gallant Colònel broke his neck in a ſaw- 
pit? or he is Urowned in the mote that ſurrounds 
his uncle's habitation ? Really, I think thoſe 


draw-bridges are excellent inventions : for you 


ſce, if they were to be attacked in the night, 
the Colonel would have time to rally his forces, 


and not being taken by ſurprize, be better ena- 
bled to preſexve his life: but upon my honour, 


Caroline, it was a ſhameful neglect in you 


who are his friend and ally, to forſake him, 
and during the ſcribbling of a whole ſheet of 
paper not find room for a word of two fyllables. 


But perhaps he is broke for ſome miſbehaviour, 


and you are aſhamed to acknowledge him of 
your acquaintance: | Why true, Caroline, one 


dent married woman, it would be bring- 


ing diſgrace upon your huſband. Well, 
ſome ſuch reaſon, I dare ſay, er 
conduct, and I ſhall enquire no more about him. 
ha mr regs I am ſorry for his misfortunes : | 


: 
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| aſt to ſeribble over a line, I flewto my bureau, 


would not intereſt one's-ſelf in the fate of a 
raggamu in, vou know ; and as you are a pru- 


13) FEMALE STABLLUTY: 
he was 2 good / fart of a young. man, only a 
plague Betty knocking at my doar. „ What 
do you want? « Lord Arundel, madam, begs 
leave to ſpeak to you.“ rer ies, 


still J have packed him off. - 
Heavens, what a plague an dalle * A 


As ſoon as I appeared at the doar of my dreſ- 


fſing-roam, Harry ſkipped from the window 
where he ſtood; and without a ſingle enquiry 
after my health, or ſa much as making one 
obſervation on my appearance, although I had 
a new gown. on, fell ta blundering/out his bu- 
ſineſs. Charlotte, I am half mad; I have 
been to Mr. Evelin's, and 'Miſs Belville was 
denied: I know ſhe was at home. What ſhall 
I do?” |. Go again, my Lord.“ But I 
fear ſhe has perceived my paſſion, and will not 
Harry, ſhe dees not deſpiſe you; fhe would 
regard you as friend, but never'as a lover, ſhe 
fays.”  « How did ſhe know of my paſſion? 
„Why I told her, to be ſure.” He jumped 
up. Why then you have ruined me. Did 
I not intreat you would not fay a word Ah! 
Charlotte, Charlotte, your levity has undone me; 
Miſs Belvitle muſt deteſt me. * Ob Lord, I 
forgot, I did noti ntend to tell you ; however, I 

made Adeline promi ſe ſhe would nat ſay a word 

* about my — fo if you keep 

| | * 
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your own counfel, you are juſt as you was.” 

« Tnconſiderate girl,” continued he, 5 
up and down the room, “ you have ruined me 
in the opinion of the oyly woman I could ever 
love.“ © I ſwear now, I told Miſs Belville 
you would ſay ſo, if you knew what I had 
done, Well, my Lord, I am ſorry if it was 
wrong; but I am ſure 1 thought it was the 
beſt way: Adeline's ſweetneſs can never be of- 
fended at it; ſo you need not make ſuch a work 


about it.“ My dear girl,” ſaid he, a little 


more compoſed, I believe you meant it for 


the beſt : forgive my violence, and let us con- 
ſider how to manage matters with Miſs Bel- 


ville.“ We then concluded I ſhould appoint 


Adeline to come to tea-with me to-morrow af- 
ternoon; when I ſhould give him an opportu- 
nity of declaring his paſſion, and afterwards 
employ all my intereſt in his favour. He over- 
whelmed me with his acknowledgments ; and 
by way of return for my kindneſs, - begged me 
to ſend ſome conſolation to poor Medway. 
«© Why, my Lord, you do not with me to en- 
courage a man in his ſituation.. What is the 


matter? I had a letter the other day from him, 


and he mentioned no change in his ſituation.” 
Oh, no great matter; only I have reafon to 
believe from my ſiſter's letter that he is broke. 
' « Broke!” repeated he, in the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment; 3 for Heaven's ſake, Charlotte, explain 

| pour- 
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he was a good fart of a young man, only a | 
little too boiſterous and ——. Here is that 
plague Betty knocking at my door. „ What 
do you want? « Lord Arundel, madam, begs 
leave to ſpeak to ou er 'Careline, 
till 1 have packed him aft. 
Heavens, what a plague aul hs! 2 
As ſoon as I appeared at the door of my dreſ- 
ſung- room, Harry ſkipped from the window 
where he ſtood; and without a ſingle enquiry 
after my health, or ſa much as making one 
obſervation on my appearance, although I had 
2 new gown. on, fell ta hlundering out his bu- 
ſineſs. Charlotte, I am half mad; I have 
been to Mr. Evelin's, and Miſs Belville was 
denied: I know ſhe was at home. What ſhall 
Ido?“ 4 Go again, my Lord.“ < But I 
fear ſhe has pereeived my paſſion, and will not 
regard you as friend, but never as a lover, ſhe 
fays . How did ſhe knou of my paſſion?” 
„Why I told her, to be ſure.” He jumped 
up. Why then you have ruined me. Did 
I not intreat you would not fay a word Ah! 
Charlotte, Charlotte, your levity has undone me; 
Miſs Bebville muſt Fry me.” Oh Lord, I 
forgot, I did nati ntend to tell you; however, I 
made Adeline promiſe ſhe would nat ſay a word 
9 — ſo if you keep 
| a 
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your own counfel,” you are juſt AS you was.“ 
« Inconſidera te girl, 4 continued he, walking 
up and down the room, “ you have ruined me 
in the opinion of the oply woman I could ever 
love.” © IT ſwear now, I told Miſs Belville 
you would ſay ſo, if you knew what I had 
done, Well, my Lord, I am ſorry if it was 
wrong; but 1 am ſure I thought it was the 
beſt way: Adeline's ſweetneſs can never be of- 
fended at it; ſo you need not make ſuch a work 
about it. My dear girl,” ſaid he, a little 
more compoſed, < I believe you meant it for 
the beſt : forgive my violence, and let us con- 
ſider how to manage matters with Miſs Bel- 
ville.“ We then concluded I ſhould appoint 
Adeline to come to tea-with me to-morrow af- 
ternoon ; when I ſhould give him an opportu- 
"nity of declaring his paſſion, and afterwardg 
employ all my intereſt in his favour. He over- 
whelmed me with his acknowledgments ; and 
by way of return for my kindneſs, begged me 
to ſend ſome conſolation to poor Medway. 
« Why, my Lord, you do not wiſh me to en- 
courage a man in his ſituation. What is the 
matter? I had a letter the other day from him, 
and he mentioned no change in his ſituation.” 
Oh, no great matter; only I have reafon to 
believe from my ſiſter's letter that he is broke. 
Brooke!“ repeated he, in the utmoſt aſtoniſn- 
ment; for Heayen's ſake, Charlotte, explain 
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yourſelf.” „ 4 Why, my Lord, Mrs. Aimworth 

has wrote a whole ſheet of paper, and never 

mentioned his name: now, as her letters uſed 
to be crammed full of him, I conclude he has 
behaved ill, and ſo has loft his commiſfion.” 
„ Provoking girl, but I will be revenged of 
you. I beg my compliments to Mr. and. Mrs. 
Aimworth, when you write.“ Why, I was 
writing when you diſturbed me.” «Well, I 
will no longer detain you, then. Adieu, my 
dear Charlotte.. Oh yes, I am dear Char- 
lotte now ; before it was, my evity, and in- 
_ conſiderate girl: go along, you paſſionate 
wretch.” Away he any and I returned to 
ny pew. 

' You ſee, Caroline, what ſtrange reports 
your conduct has ſpread about. I dare fay 

Colonel Medway will have a letter of condo- 
lance from my Lord. But I muſt bid you 
. farewel. I fly to Adeline, and will make no 
more blunders if I can help it. Sheis a ſweet 
girl; you would doat on her. I ſhall be mi- 
ferable if I do not ſee her Countefs of Arun- 
r. and, as to my Lord, death is the word if 

he is diſappointed. 

My mother's blefling ante you 3 your 
lord and maſter. Don't you rejoice, Caroline, 
that Mr. Aimworth is near-ſighted? I ſhould 
adore my huſband if he could not ſee; one 
could play him ſo many tricks. Give my love 
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to the pur- blind man, and e the ſame | 


from your an | 
"Guan Dopcannon, 


The Right Hom Earl of ArunnEL to Cond 
| MEDWAY, | 


| Pall-Mall 


Wer, . hi dye is s caſt, and my 
fate hangs on the lovely Mis Belville's deter- 
mination. In my laſt I told you of Charlotte's 
blunder, and the methods we had contrived to 
bring Adeline to her houſe: accordingly the 
ſweet creature came: my heart beat, when 1 
ſaw her, with unuſual palpitation; I lew:down 
juft time enough to hand her from the car- 


riage. Her delicate ſkin was tinged with a . 


deeper red as ſhe gave me her hand; I led her 


into the drawing room: I have obeyed vou, 


Charlotte,“ ſaid ſhe, and made a very early 
viſit.” << You are an excellent girl, 1 bel 
my couſin; * hope your mama is well, Miſs 
Duncannon :” Very well, the left her com- 
pliments for you; ſhe was obliged to go out.“ 


After a few more common: place obſervations, 


a ſervant told Charlotte, a gentleman wanted 


to ſpeak with her on particular buſineſs. She | 
aroſe: « excuſe me, miſs Belville ; T will re- 


turn immediately: pardon my leaving you, my 


Lord: ;”. ſhe left 5 room. N emotions were 


o 
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1 Fo violent, T could hardly find a voice: I caſt 
my eyes on Miſs Belville, her's were fixed on 
the ground. © How ſhall I apologize to you, 
madam, for what I am going to ſay ? The few 
opportunities I have had, ſince the commence- 
ment of our acquaintance, I hope will plead 
my excuſe; joined to the fear of ſome happier 
man making an impreſſion on your heart, For- 

give my precipitancy, amiable miſs Belville; 
but your idea, ever ſince I firſt ſaw you, has 
haunted my imagination; and unleſs you give 
me leave to expreſs my love, by my unwearied 
affiduities, T ſhall be the moſt miſerable of men.” 
« did not expect a declaration of this ſort,” 
faid the, ce from Lord Arundel; our acquaint- 
ance has not been of a date to authorize it.” 
J own. the juſtice of your remark, madam; 
but will not your gentle nature accord my par- 
don, when you are cony inced it proceeded from 

exceſs of love?” My Lord,” anſwered ſhe, 
ce you ſhould have conſidered the i impropriety 
of ſuch a proceeding; and have reſtrained the 
violence of your affection, ere vou had ſuf. 
fered it to get the better of your reaſon.” Juſt 
at this intereſting period the door burſt open, 
and Charlotte entered with Sir Edward Wil- 
mot. He ſtarted on ſeeing only Miſs. Belville 
and 1 me in the room; and paid his compliments 
with very great confuſion, As I had told him 


of 1 my attachment, I — at it. Miſs 
Bel- 
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Belville, 1 thought, received him with plea. 
ure. Oh, Medway ! if ſhe ſhould beſtow 
her regafd on him, what a wretch mult I be! 
Sir Edward would have told me if he loved her: 
He could not be fo baſe as to conceal any thing 
from ſo intimate a friend. Charlotte propoſed, 
as the evening was fine, a trip to Vauxhall: it 
was ſoon agreed to, and we ſet out. In going 
down ſtairs, whether by accident or deſign, 
Miss Belville gave her hand to Sir Edward : 
be was delighted; I was almoſt beſide myſelf. 
For ſhame; my Lord, ſaid Charlotte, © Ade- 
line will bs offended at your viſible agitation.” 
This made me recolle& myſelf; and I faw my 
folly, Miſs Belville was only diſtantly polite du- 
ring the whole evening to me; and frequently 
addreſſed her converſation to Sir Edward, who. 
appeared as much elated as I was depreſſed. 
When we returned, I begged leave to ſee her 
home: He coli eme it was quits unneceſſary ; and 
making a cold eurtſey, gave her hand to Sir Ed- 
wurd and got into the carriage. Soon after her 
departure Wilmot taok his leave, ſaying, he was 
obliged to be at home early. When he was gone, 
Iacquainted Charlotte in what manner Miſs Bel- 
ville had received the declaration of my paſſion. 
She paiaſed, and after ſome time 4 J am afraid | 
Adeline's heart is engaged, my Lord,” ſaid 
the, „ there is an ambiguity in her conduct 
that arnazes we: * 9 a meree 
„390 con- 
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| eonjeRure, the only way for vou to proceed is 
: to endeavour, by your attention and Mey, 
to move her gratitude. Lou may, depend o 

every 9 5 office in x. power: be not te 
Ke never won fair lady.” . killed ber hand 
in tranſport; the part ſhe bas acted i in this af- 
fair has endeared her to me very much. 1 ven- 
tured to ſay a word for you, but ſhe would not 
hear me: however, ee do not deſpair; 
1 believe Charlotte has a great regard for you; 
and I have no doubt but time will complete 
your wiſhes. She has, a great number of ad- 
mirers, but ſhe takes no notice of any of them, 
ſo you need not hurry up. I wiſh my _ 
with Miſs Belville were as free from cloyds; I 
ſnould think myſelf a happy man. The ſbeau- 
tiful Adeline has a heart, where the [greateſt 
ſoftneſs reſides; the cannot be cruel: evexy;cf- 
fort that is in my power to make, ſhall be tried; 
d I e laſt NOIR 10 favour thy 
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Van letter, wy dear Chatlotte, aſſarde 
me great entertainment: I ſhewed it to Mr, 
Aimworth; he begged I would lend it him: 1 
n for wf ** hy, my 


love, 
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| tub I mean to comfort poor Medway with it: 
the joy he will experience at knowing he was 
the ſubject of a whole letter from his haughty 
fair, will conſole him for her abſence.” I had 
2 good mind to give it him, Charlotte; but re- 
flecting he might take too much conſolation to 
_ himſelf from it, I forbore. But beware, my 

lively ſiſter, how you expreſs ſo much concern 

for the colonel again, left I ſhould in revenge 
acquaint him with it. He was here the day 
before your letter came: hjs complaints on the 
cruelty of his deſtiny moved the gentle heart of 
your Caroline: and I gave him all the conſo- 
lation in my power. Indeed, you ſhould con- 
ſider his long affection for you, and treat him 
with more mildneſs. His uncle continues ill 
with the gout, and poor George cannot leave 
him: he came here with the greateſt difficulty; 
as Sir William is ſo fond of him he cannot beat 


him out of his ſight. Vou may be aſſuted tha 


man who can act thus duteouſly as a nephew, 

will make a good huſband: which, think what 
you will, Charlatte, is a very good thing; and 

| however you. may laugh at the calm domeſtick 

joys of matrimony, I ſhould be happy to ſee 

you ſettled: and ſoour inſenſible couſin is real 
in love! well, I am glad to hear it: I hope the 


fair Miſs Belville will ſmile on his paſſion, and 56 


as. you, deſcribe. her, he will bea happy man. 
. I Sono makes him either qualified | 
8 | N ta 
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to be exquiſitely happy, or miſerable: in a 
wedded life, adifappointment in the tender paſ- 
ſion of love would certainly go near to break 
his. heart; but I hope his feelings will not be 
put to the tryal. His agreeable perſon, and 
elevated Ration in life, renders any objections 
on that ſoore impoſſible; and as to fortune, few 
noblemen can boaſt a better. I am intereſted 
in his happineſs, and hope you will inform me 
how he goes on. Colonel Medway read me 
part ef à letter frem him, in which he deſ- 
qribed the perſon of Miſs Belville: ſhe muſt be 
very lovely woman, if ſhe anſwers his portrait. 
My Sd yeids me to go out a walking 
with them, and their delighted father joins 
their entreaties; can yon wender, my Charlotte, 
i comply with choſe powerful pleaders; and 
leave ſaſter to follow my huſband and children! 
Mr. Aim worth joins me in dutiful reſpects to 
6ut beloved mother: Charles and Harry kifs - 
your hands. Ade, return my love, and that 
of my better elf to Lord Arundel, and weept 

the ſame from your affectionate 

4 15 " On and C an vonrn. 
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ND Wu Walde you think Emily will 
ti with grief; * rather of diſappointment : 
| | real 
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real ſorrow: never yet killed a woman. She is 
a little fool; what is it ſhe would have? Has 
ſhe not got a houſe fit for a princeſs; ſervants at 
her command; and every comfort of life? As 
to my uffections, the juſtly obſerved, they were 
long ago eſtranged from her: well then, is not 
the merit greater, to ſupport her in eaſe and 
afſtuence aftar my love is over! Surely it is; 
and if ſhe was-a ſenſible woman ſhe would think 
| herſelf happy: but that is the misfortune of 
your ſentimental females ; they think it neceſ- 
fary to act the farce of repentance, and by their 
ſoft ſorrow recall the faithlefs wanderer. I had 
a great regard for Emelia Ayſcough once: in- 
deed the was a fine woman; but the bad à 
whining way that always diſpleaſed me: in 
my days of fondnefs for her, ſhe was fo con- 
tinually lamenting ber deviation from virtue, 
that the” loſt my heart much ſbener r We | 
would have done had ſhe behaved with any 
' ſpirit : but the fhnple girl need not make her- 
ſelf uneaſy about het children; the may depend 
on my care and tenderneſs to them, provided 
ſhe canducts herſelf as I would have her; but ! 
muſt leave this inſipid creature to ſpeak FK. 
vinity, the -beauteous Adeline. I grow every 
hour: more and more in love: I have ſpent three 
whole days ut my fiſter's ;* and 1 have the plea- 
fure of obſervinng "Miſs Belville talks to me 
I freedany than * die: "the m2 
| at- 
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ſtattery: I have, therefore, avoided every kind of 
compliment, as I find ſhe is to be obtained by no 
means but artifice. If I can once inſpire her 
with a good opinion, I am not afraid of the 
reſt. My ſiſter will take every opportunity to 
ſet off my good actions in a proper light; and 
if, by our united efforts, we do not over-reach 
the prudence and vigilance of twenty, I never 
more will think of a plot. Mrs. Evelin ima- 
gines my intentions are towards matrimony, or 


FL I believe I ſhould not meet with her aſſiſtance. 


I ſhall not undeceive her, as it is a miſtake that 
may greatly benefit my purpoſe. The ſituation 
of Miſs, Belville renders a diſhonourable deſign 
on her perſon totally unſuſpectedz for who 
Would imagine the daughter and heireſs of the 
late Sir Edward Belville would be addreſſed in 
any other way than as a wife? Upon my ſoul, 
Montague, I think, I am extremely generous 
not to wiſh for the fortune of this lady; but I 
am very. moderate, and am content to ſigh for 
her lovely. ſelf, and leave her gold. I have at 
laſt got a promiſe of having-a-promotion: for 
you: 1 attended ſeveral times before I could ob- 
tain it, my Lord: told me he had ſo many peo- 
ple to oblige that was of their wayſof thinking. 
But, my dear Sir, Hatry, has the captain 
ever ſerved abroad? No my Lord : thy, 
that is againſt him; however, I will oblige 
n r ble e i we * 
ou 


+571 


| 
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Vou owſt reſt ſatisfied: with the promiſe of che 


noble Earl for ſome time, Montague. In the 


interval, a note of fifty is heartily at your ſer- 
vice, if you. are in diſtreſs. ' Remember you 


keep a good look-out, and if Emily attempts 
to leave the Hill, give me immediate notice: 
tell her I ſhall fpend a few me with * "_ 
cine Ui month or the ment. =... 

1 ; Vour's, ©; 
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an dauere. 


Tas 1 1 laſt, my ſweet Har- _ 
riet, were the moſt edifying and inftruQive that” 
ever I read. The excellent Mrs. Abinton's 


ſentiments are worthy to be wrote in letters of 


gold, and eternally memoriſed: thank her, in 
my name, for the charming lecture. I am in 
hourly expectation of hearing from my Louifa. 


I find there are ſhips from Venice in the river, 


but the letters are not given out. I am all im- 
patience for them. I am half reconciled to 
Sir Harry Evelin; he has been frequently with 
us lately; and his behaviour has been 
eireumſpect. Upon my word I think him a 


ſenſible man; all his violent gallantry is now 


laid aſide, and his converſation is really very 
agreeable ; be has ſeen much of the world and 
WH; eee is 
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is perfectly polite; his reading has been exten- 
ſive, as has his 6bfervations; 2 made fome re- 
marks with which I was delighted, and I half 
eondemned myfelf for judging fo pretipitately, 
He ſaid he had often reflected on the converſa- 
tion We had together on religion and reckitude; 
che now Huge F'diſphyed,” and true piety, had 
greatly ſurprized him; his oppoſition” was 


meeant only to hear me prove what I aſſerted; 


and he believed he had been more edified by my 
arguments than by the ſermon of any biſhop in 
Londoni' 1 told him 1 was glad of it, for his 


own fake, as the advantage would be, more to 
himfelf tan to any one elſe. Really, Harriet, 
I. rejoice, to find Sir Harry, is not the; man I 
thought him: As ü ſhall be often unavoidably 
in his company, it — have been very diſ- 
agreeable to have heard opinions ſo free as his 
appeared to be: I ſhall be cautious. ho. judge 
in haſteagain. Heigh ho, Harriet Lord Arundel 
has made a declaration of his. paſſion, and Lam 
obliged to give, pain ta a very. worthy, heart. 
He has a moſt amiable di ſpoſition, and appears 
truly attached to your Adeline. I have not 
yet had an opportunity of expreſſing my ſenti- 
myſelf at the time, we were interruptod; but 
L ſhall end his ſuſpenſe as ſoon, as poſſible. I 
have told Charlotte L ſhould be glad to fee bim 


- morrow morning, When he ſhall e 


ol 
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final reſolution. ; you; may; be ſure it will not 
be in his favour. 1 cannot, on any account, 
deceive him with the ſhadow of a hope I never 
mean to realize. A conduct of that fort: would 
juſtly. deſerve; condemnation; and L hope to 
ſteer through this trouble ſome world, | free from 
every material fault: I would not give unne- 
ceflary pain to any thing that has exiſtence, 
much leſs to a man who. honours: me with a 
particular , affection, Would: the diſagree- 
able taſk of hurting him had been ſpared to your 
Adeline } but it-muſt be done. Miſs Dunean- 
nom is. a ſtrong pleader for my Lord. She diſ- 
covers real affection andi deſire of making him 
happy. Her behaviour is truly commendable, 
that happens. I, muſt heg you will return my 
letters, for my Louiſa's; peruſal, as they; are 
too long to copy: ſhe ſhall do the fame; ' fo 
that neither will be ignorant of the minuteſt 
circumſtance. I cannot forbear joining your. 
mother's caution in telling you to guard your 


heart agaiſt Sir James, You obſerve it is un- 


neceſſary ; but though the gentle boſom of my 
Harriet has been a total ſtranger to love, yet I 
imagine her ſuſceptible. nature wilh furely foel 
that agitating paſſion, Perhaps Sir James. is de- f 
ſtined to be the object of it. May he ba worthy 
the tenderneſs of ee N | 


happy: | ' 
R Ceptain 


| NY cee 


—_— 


n44 FEMALE ST ABILITY. 


Captain Freemer ſpent the day n ws yeſ- 


= Sir Richard has been very ill: the 


amiable behaviour of his fon has greatly endear- 


ed him in this illneſs; and he fondly flattered 
himſelf his father would conſent to his follow- 


ing Louiſa. I ſhewed him the madneſs of ſuch 


an idea; and, at parting, he promiſed to obey 


the commands of his love, and remain ſilent 


It amazes me, as Mr. Somners left the king- 
dom in a public employment, that Captain 
Freemer ſhould, have remained ſo long in igno- 


rance where he is gone: but xs i it was ſudden, 
and no talk was made AE Ln it might have 


eſcaped his obſervation. 


Adieu, my Harriet; will why not favour me 
with more ſome of your charming productions 
in the poetic way? By ſo doing you would 

oblige beyond words your ever A and 


> AI Buuynue, 


The Sh Honourable Earl of AruNDEL to 


Colonel Mzpwar. | 
Pall. Mall. 


e with me, 8 the lovely 
_ Adeline has voluntarily ſuffered me to attend 


| her. She told my 54 . I might go to Mr. 
Evelin's this morning, and ſhe would inform 


me of her fixed reſolution. The good-natured 


Char- 
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Charlotte came to my houſe before I was up, 
und upon hearing I was in bed, followed my 
ſeryant ſo nimbly up ſtairs, that I was ſur 

with her ſight before I knew ſhe was 

— The fellow, who did not know ſhe was 

behind him, began with my Lord, here is 

a fine lady below wants your Lordſhip.” &« Ay, 

ay, friend, ſaid ſhe, << I will deliver my meſ- 

ſage myſelf.” The ſurprized valet ſtarted half 

a dozen yards; and bowing aukwardly, left 

the room. Charlotte approached : * for ſhame, 

Harry, not up at this time; you a lover! 1 

would pack you off for your lazineſs, if I was 

Miſs Belville. Come, my Lord, I have power to 

invite you to drink chocolate with Adeline this 

morning.“ I thanked her ſincerely. She told 
me ſhe did not know for 8 Miſs 

Belville gave her this permiſſiunn. 

1 have looked forty times at my watch finoe 

Charlotte left me. The time at laſt is come. 

I go to know from the mouth * ; 

PIER | it: 


sech. Arn 


0 eee | 
has totally forbid my paſſion, She will never 
return my love, My pen falls from my hand: 
I cannot write the particulars at preſent. The 
generolity of » has rivetted my 

Vol. I. | chains 
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chains. beyond the hope of breaking. : Adieu? 
may you never feel the e ere ee 
er weer enden Y L423 LEY n 
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mel diſappointment, chat I unable to in- 
rm yu ef the particulars. I nom dt dn 
relate in what manner the lovely Adeline 
dla ſtetl my high-formedenpeRtations. I haſten 
ud to Mr. Evclin's with alt the | expedition of 
Al Upon ewq wiring for Miſs Bolville, 1 
was told ſhe was im her dreffing-roο⁹m m: I em- 
ered he was ſeated on x foptia; I approached 
den e . Mi charming Miſs Bal vil le, 1 
attend your determination; bwt for Hieawen's 
Bike, madam, conſider you are either driving a 
wan to diſtraction who adores yu, or, by ap- 
proving his love, you render him infinitely 
„app, I loohed on her withemuons expec- 
vation; She remained ſilent fer a time; at 
length rating her beautiful cyes, and caſing 
tem. on me with the (greateſt ſwectnoſa, her 
hedls fuffuſed with Ee * Lord 
enarfy | * 
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7 Arwidel;? >hiid-they/ < hae permitted your 
viſit his daꝶ in order to end 2pajrful and dif 


agrevabledu pens : it has always heen x max- 


im of mine, not to ſuffur a heart to labour un- 
der an uneertainty when it is in my power ta 
relieve it I am infinitely obliged c your 
Lordſhip for the honour ydu intendad me, but 
I muſt beg leave to decbise ie : the fituation af 
my heart renders it impoſſible I ſhould ever re- 
turn your fore j therefore I muſt intzeat you 
WI never mote ſolieit me on chat head.“ 
xs Alus 1 Miſs Belville, I frar. ſome re for- 
#unate lever has obtained your affeſiona, and 
am doomed” te end my wrecked days in mi- 
ſetyi e Tus de ection with which S ſpoke theſe 
Words ſeemed © affect her She dated a tear 
from het ce, und proceedert: thuss 
Wold ſoften my tefuſal as much ag d can, and 
In juſtice? to your aſſection, duda n man 
breathing ſtands higher in n uſteens than youtf 
VLordſhip : eee e en 
reſol ed to remain a ſtranger to 
I have life Þ-hatl adkere 3 
Ahl] determine not ſo haſtiie, my adorable 
Miss Belville; if your aſfectigns am hot en- 


deſs i my power, to gain thabraluahle heart) 
My Lord; it is impoſible:ales,/my doxe is 
not to be Gbenineck“ Ahe, ſigked. 2 T offer 


you my friendihip ; erer ' 
a friend: 


1 H 2 


bun; hd whole 


paged; Tafferme to-endeavoury by ee bender. 9 
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a FEWER: the relation of the amnidble Charlotte, 


ſetting aſide your own merit, vrauld be valued 
by me. Endeavour, my Lord, to. conquer - 
| your partiality, and regard me: only in that | 
ligbt. I repeat it again; no man breathing has 
any intereſt-in-my love: Leſteem you preferable 
tolany, and ſhall rejoice, to ſer you as a friend at 
any time j but you muſt promiſe. you will not 
mention your paſſion. Be contented, Lord 
Arundel, with the aſſurance I. have, give you, 
and do not force me to vid ygur company. 
* Ah, lovely Adeline, ſuffer me to behold you, 
to converſe with you, and 1 will obey. Four 
eruel conimands, acd ury. my fatal paſſion in 
my own brraſt.. Upon that condition, my 
Lord, Iſhall ever be.glad'to.ſee you ;. and you 
need never apprehend I ſhall beſtow that affec- 
tion on any other man, I have denied to your 
uncommon merit. She appeared. to have re- 
covered ber innocent chearfulneſs; and fried 
every method in her power. to remove my me- 
lancholy, but all was ineffectual. She played 
and ſung, and ſhewed ſo many perfections, that 
inſtead of reconciling me to my unhappy.deſ- 
tiny, ſhe plunged me deeper in deſpair.! After 
having ſpent three hours in her agreeable com- 
' pany, Ins forced. to take my leave. At parting, 
ſhe offered me her Friendſhip. on the preſcribed 
conditions j I promiſed to endeayoug obeying 
2 nnn a mind little 


* os 
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lar f dif &ien Oh, Medway what! will 
| become of me? I cannot avoid loving this 


crief girl, and am miſerable. 1 informed Char- | 


| lotte of my. misfortune; the ſhared in iny dif- 


term ned to di ſapprove my-paſſion, when ſhe 


anticipate my diſappointment. The tender- 
neſs of Charlotte's ſympathy amazed me; I did 
not think her capable of it. Upon my word, 
Medway, if you can obtain her you will have 
great reaſon to rejdice: ſhe ſpoke of you ſeveral 
times in terms of approbation: oh 0 that my 
charming tyrant held me but half as amiable, 


1 ſhould not mourn in hopeleſs love. Surely 


ſomething muſt have happened to prejudice her 


againſt” the tender paſſion. © I will adopt her 


friendſhip only, ſteal into her good opinion, 
and perhaps at laſt ſhe may regard me with eyes 
of affection . Oh, Medway ! how I would ba- 
niſh the preſent torture of my boſdm, by en- 
couraging the couzener, hope ! but, alas! I 
fear 1 fhalt never obtain, by every fond atten- 
tion, the return ſigh for. Adieu though in- 


wolence left for my friends, arid" mould feel 
the greateſt joy at your felicity with Charlotte, 
*who permits me to ſend RT eonipliments to you, 
.Your's ſincertly, Axor. 
NM N H 3 Sir 


treſs; and ſaid, ſhe! feared: Adeline wus de- 


gave me leave to attend her; dut ihe would not 


plan; and by endeavouring to act the part of 


Haitelyzunbäppy, I-ftill have a fhare of bene- 


do FEAMADE/ STABILITY. 
K abet Tyda rd Js Captain Feu 
5 45 edel Nes vonn | 3 7 hy 
n bsi 1 vide? 4545 IE? 
91 Webb den ee 1 
apprehend: Sir Ribhued is werſeß and-your' at 
rendance on him angroſſos your mei Veſter - 
day the tababmadts H Em ed ſpent the af 


terhoon with 1s. 2/the'twoeldet Male Fhomp- 


ſons are ret happy in their mew gequaintance; 
but Miſs Betty abſolutely refuſed to aſſociate 


with them: every angument we cauld uſe was 

ineffectual; ani ſhe would: o aut: The would 
have the con ch oriletod, and make a viſit to 
lady not far diſtant, of the ſame: ill maturtd 
diſpoſit ion as herſelf. She ſaid, if Mifs:New- 
tom (Who was a woman of much learning and 


knowledge) ſpdke of Mrs. Abintoen and her 
daughter us peaple fit to viſit, ſhe might go to 
 Keethiom,' perhaps: but 43 for tie judightent af 
either myſelf, or her 4aters, he would met take 
400 apt” Les, my get? Man an- 
ſwered I, yu would take | your; nephew's 
judgment o8 a ch, you know: do ſuſſer me 
to have that antiqua ted machine made à little 
modern; for, upon my word, it abſolutely dif- 
guiſes you does it not, madam ?“ (turning to | 
'Mifs Sukeyt) Way, I csundt fay; Sir 
James, my ſiſter looks well in chat great ooch 
by herſelf: it rather puts me in mind of the 
en the mouſe.“ 7 Veu are fool, 
1 TJ Miſs 


— 


und reget on her foctuded life, the words of 
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Miſs Bikey, und your xephew is no better: K 
would not ſtay in the houſe to de affronted by 
any of your inſolent acquaintance, if 1 was 
obliged to walk to Miſs Newton's ; but thank 
God 1have 2 coach to go in, which, in ſpite of 
Sir James Thompſon's. obſervations, no 
need be athamed of. Yelf-fatisfied with thi 
fatyrical fpeceh, the aroſe majeſtically, and a 
the rom: nor was there a perſon in it who 
mude the leafteffort ta detain her. I was pleaſed 
at her abfence: for I feared ſome of her-itf-naZ 
ture ta the amiable ladies. T waited with anx+- 
10u9 expectation their appearance: at laſt I ob. 
ſerved therm enter the tap of the park. I haſted 
to meet them, -and affered my aſfiſtunce to Mrs. 
__—— the ſweet Harriet looked -divinety; _ 
hich phe" double grace to every benuteous 
ferntöre. When I contemplate her perfattions,, 


r Gray den occur” e | 
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© igreſſed? I had not condudted our viſitors to 


the houſe, when the fair Harriet made me for- 
get politeneſs, | and leave them ſtanding in the 
dark. As we approached the manſion, Miss 
Betty and her carriage were juſt going off: 
Mrs. Abinton genteelly bowed, to which the 
lady of the vehicle returned a ſtiff aſſent of the 
head; away ſhe went. I obſerved Miſs Abin- 
ton could not ſuppreſs a ſmileat the appearance 
of the equipage 3 her politeneſs hindered her 
making any abſeryations on it. I attended my 
gueſts into the drawing room, where my aunts 
received them with the greateſt expreſſions of 
Kindneſs. After many topicks had been diſ- 
cufled, we got upon poetry: the lovely Harriet 
diſcovered a refined taſte, and good judgment; 
n ſhort, her mental perfections equal thoſe of 
ber perſon; and. I fear I am a Joſt man my 
uſual gaioty has deſerted, me in a great degree : 
I. find company diſpleaſing: the ill-nature. of 
my aunt Betty, that before Aiyerted me, now 
3s ridiculous and tireſome. I attended the la- 


dies to ſee the houſe and park; and had fre- 
quent opportunities of addreſſing Miſs Abin- 

ton particularly: ſhe rather aveided ten- 
tion; and ſeemed pleaſed when I was inter- 
rupted. Sufely, Fretmer, ſhe has not had an 
opportunity af engaging herſelf in this corner 
of the world ; the thought gives me infinite 
bi ub 8 2 > 
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toberb 186 l neue ker with Ms moſh delieats. 
flame; nor would I accept of ber hand with- 
out her affections. My concern after her de · 
parture was obſerved hy both my aunts: I ac- 
| kriowledged I felt a great regard for Miſs Abin- 
ton. Miſs Thompſonbobſerved, t ſhe did not 
wonder at it, as ſhe was the moſt amiable, un- 
affected Pirf the Ever beheld.“ * Ah, an- 
fuered my aunt Sukey, if every beautiful 
Wotan was as unconſcious of their charms as, 
the fair Harriet; I ſhould not wonder ut their 
being adored; but how few de you Und, who, 
wit perſections, poſſeſs her humility” ** it 
pleaſes me inſinitely, ladies, my e- 
to Miſs Abinton meets your ãpprobation. 
find my happineſs depends upon — 
of my heart: I cannot preſume tb. ſay I am 
worthy her love at preſent; dut if I am ſortu- 
nate enough ren NOT of 
my future life ſhall- dem hmm 
| My deur nephew, ariſwered the lady, 
:66/T eee leaſt doubt but you would 
make happy the woman you marry: we ate yet 
ſtrangers to the family and fortune of this : 
and furely you-wonld not offer your hand to 
petſon you do not know.” 45 Of this I e. 
vinced, madam,” replied I, «that Mrs. Abin · 
ton is a woman of conſequence in life, and her 


charming daughter is. miſtreſs of every accom- | 
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73 3 Abin tone — f 
mthing elle well deter me amen a 
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cciſe, if R gν) ¾ͤ her aſſectio 
dies promi their jantereit-roy.fae 

5 8 3 _ 
could giga itemiraly;to.Mifs Abinton, ar he 
geld ver have the leaſt regard. for me again. 
I: aſſared her.if never forfeited her affections 
uull I ceaſad ta adare Hariet, ſhe wonld honour 
| nennen, lig. 


„ Tiers (of (Mis. Botty interrupted our 


py comieforton; thethiCing inf: hen eqanpage over 


The lunes could not be miſtaben. I haftened 
t t her in alighting, and te my very grent 
murprins, the q ne horbandwitheut any he- 
Kratidn. Talea der in triumph. into che draw 
Ang. weder; ner fibers were amazed at her cm- 
plaremtq ; the: feared herfelf and addreſſed me: 
* Sir James, in julging 

of Mrs. Nbinton; — kw Miis 


Newton, Fan reufly Lvoidod 
mer ce ane bond be aha ed of my- 


, Fett note Nane ef lane teh (propriety | 

1 m. „ de verycautious 

| y He wien; but I um deter- 

. ts HH 00 Mts. Abinten, and imahe 

"every, Wparation In ny power. As Ie wes 

La ny of 2 
| You re 
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Mre. Abinton was. My, Sir James, 's 
| anſwered-ſhe- wich an air'sf great imp 
_ * ſhe is the witow-of apolonel,. 
of large fortune ; but being fond of the coun- 
try, the choſe to retire with Her only dauglter; 
aud quit u world no longer agreeable td her.“ 
I rejoiod to find the family. of my. Harriet eli- 
gible. If 1 can. gain her wart; 1 ſhall be che 
eſt of men. I am all ſuſpenſe : che fats 
ef my life will moſt likely be decided Before = 
— CE rope youi®sy1m | 


ers THOMSON. 
_ ene dow} 07 Ae Digon whe enen 
ue Toy TELE 7 BER. my 
1 i H 116 
2 ed 5 en vpe, 
* Get e 1 Ee | 
weck, I fit Gown: to infbrtt my Harriet of 


Mrs Evelin has had 2lerter from ber butband, 
tn vhich he tells her he cannot he in. Egelagd 
before the end o next month: as the has con- 4 
tinued longer in. London chan ſhe intended, In 
hopes of His urn he t no-] ago to. 
beim Few days to groove. 

: 2Phave-at laſt ended the affair of Lord Krun- 
gelte he bas promifedl to he content with my 
Liendfhip, and one weight is removed bor. a+, 4 
heart. He tas had firong atlyocates both ip. 
— but all. — 4 
ds nat: 
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| not do. Mrs. 'Evelis enquired. it I. had-not 4 


lover in Lord Arundel, the morning after he 
had received his final diſmiſſion? I anſwered, 


I -boped not. „ Hope not, Adeline! why, 


1 child, you are mad: not hope to have a Lord 


as your Lover I very extraordinary indeed !” 
«Juſt; ſuch- an extraordinary oreature, ma- 
dam, am I.“ 4 You amaze me, Miſs Bel- 
ville.“ «©; Why are vou ſurprized, madam,” 
returned I, “ at my not being in love with a 
man wh pays his addreſſes to me? No, 
my dear, but then a perſon of Lord, Arundel's 
character and rank in life, I ſhould imagine no 
young lady would object to ſuch an offer.“ 
_*+ Lfancy,; madam, my Lord has gained you 
on his fide.” Indeed he has not,” anſwered 
mne; 4 I fee'plainly he loves you, and ſo did 
all the company at Lady Meadovrs's the other 
f evening. _ Why, my dear, you have no vanity, 
| if you are not pleaſed at a conqueſt of this im- 
4 portance. Indeed, Miſs Belville I ſhould ima- 
gine, if your heart was not engaged, you would 
never make the Earl miſerable.” 4 aſſure 
Jou, madam, my heart is free from every at- 
tachment, nor is there a man who lives that is 
dkxarer ta me than his Lordſhip.” « Whythen 
I half ſuſpect he is not ſo unhappy,” replied 
; the, ſmiling. If you. call the man unhappy 

who has been refuſed hy me, Mrs, —— his 
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| have refuſed, him as 2:lover;: but I hope to pre- 
ſerve him Jong-as- a friend; his virtues render 


bim indeed eſtimable, and I' ſhould: be my 
much concerned to give up his acquaintance.” 


0 Good heavens, Mi@Belville!: have you in- 


deed refuſed hit 27157 T haye indeed, madam.” 
% Well, yau — the ſituation of your heart 
beſt; but his propoſals appear to me unexcep- 
r 
ſo, but to me they were highly difagreeable.”... 
Me were interrupted by a ſervant, „ 
formed me a geutleman wanted me. I begged 
he might be ſhewn uplſtairs. Upon his ear 
trance, I recognized the features of my r! 
Harriſon-. Tour ſervant, ladies, ſaitl he, 
L perhaps you have forgot me, Miſs Belville?” 
Indeed I have not, fir; J hope you are well? 
„ Why pretty well for an old man; but you 
are grown very handſome, couſin—upan my 
word I have not ſeen ſo pretty a laſs a great 
while ;- I muſt have a kifs,---You are the very 


woman as ever lived. I ſhould have ſeen. you 
long ago, but I have been held by the foot, 
couſin; the gout has kept me from you. Mr. 


Somnets ſent me u letter to tell me youlwias 
not to go abroad. with them, with which iI was 


very well pleaſed, or I do aſſure you I ſhould 
not have given you a farthing of my money. 


: 6 00 


image of your mother, and ſhe was; as good a 


—<—— own —— ————— ˙ - >” ; — — 
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biene fwilld hae gene among them ruſs. 
' vals:os 256 Jam Rapy td have mot your ap- 


probation, it anſwered I, „ and hope 1 
Ever duni. „ Why, Addy; you are a good 
girl 5 {icame' to town ito make my will, and 
you may, penhapeg have my eftate very ſoon ; = 
— my ducdor (he i A great ſcoundrel) tells 
me, if I have a ſecnd attack in the ſtamach, 
I muſt ficty fair fer anenher world. „ hope, 
fir, you will lie deng to enjoy it; I have for- 
tune enough to make ume happy already; and as 
your eſlate· cannonhe/ purchaſed but at the ex- 
penee of your life, I hope it will never be 
mine. d Wb my dear, you are the nobleſt 
1Tever mot with: I would not havethad you 
Bene de Frans fer a 'thouſznd pnunde; your 
noble Englim pivit waulll have beor corrupted. 
by cher (waking fauflling tricks; and as you 
Nayed in England 1 TRL 
8 8 W | 


Mo, mattam, thank you, I auſtere 
own co-gighti; J capnot-fleap- in your Hogs. 
A Landen. Gier we anather kiſe, Aurline, 
a eff Do pan hear? I Aal be glad 
nie yon at Nut- hall, if qu ill rome, and 1 
will give you the ſineſt diſb af ſalt beef and 
yok pudding Bt over von talked: and. do 
3 I | | ww 


| ſhip/iapd5ou Rial) be tracted Hike a queen by 
my men, and we will put odt to fea, though 
 wethbald be obliged co ſteereright in che wands 
eyed, I thanked: the Admmal, ani beggad he 
won] d ſtayeio dianer, but he ud not xanply 7 
wich iy feqqueſt, and beft-che houſe}: declaring | 
_ 4 nauld harr every) farthing he had in the 
woeld.:. enen large aſtate, and 
moſt 4i will he. very rich be- 
ore the 4 D Har- Tbs 2 
ic; chen ate af no blue but to benefit others 
I hope. E hall ever enploy them to that pur- | 
poſel Adieu, Miſs Duacannon:ienquizes for 
ee 1 . 
lohn * IN Th nn E gd : 
A: 2661 Au Al | Apes haus. 
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FT vin Tos oled hoon eee 
Nat bert br | GH — ent 
the vkrieſt wreteh! chat ey ccfls. | I have be- 
trayed the confidence of the moſt exaleedifriend- 
"hi Lord Nrugdel informed me his heart was 

firmly attached to you; yet I have baſely en- 
deavoured to forget our early intimacy, and 


A But oh, N Belvills * for- 
| give 


* 


yiveme a 
| Ladorey ou with the moſt unbounded paſſion ; 
dong hare 1 ſorbore to mention my unhappy 
Fondneſs, in hopes to conquer it; but I find it 
ig not to be dong. Lord Arundel, I Know, 
Has declared his dove; perhaps it ist atcepted: 
I havel ſtudiouſſy avoided him, leſt Ifſhbuld 
hear hel had ſucceeded. Will you, deareſt ma- 
dam, condeſcend to inſurm me if he has been 
ſucceſsful ? and if he ſhould not 'have met your 
approbation, may I not hope time, and my 
conſtant affection may make ſome impreſſion on 
your heart :? Never, madam; did man: feel /; A 
paſſion ſtronger than mine. It has made me 
ſforfeit a friend who was infinitely ear ko me: 
it has led me to deceive him, by concealing 
my love; and if ydu ſhould deſpiſe me, that fa- 
tal paſſion will lead me to madneſs. I ſhould 
have! waited on you at Mi Evelin's7 bit 1 
- dared not truſt myſelf, as 1 might have diſco- 
vered tod much emotion before you: my very 
_. exiſtence depends upon you; pity my conflict, 
. moſt angelick lady, and by granting your par- 
don to my preſumptuous love, remove the ap- 
prehenſion which ease the mind of your 
AO Ns 6 A bnd wit Berni 
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11 HG he may 
very well imagine muſt have furprized me; but 
the contents were a means' of giving real pain 
to my heart. I am ſorry to find you have be- 
ſtowed your affections on a woman' who has it 
not in her power to return them: ſtill more am 
T concerned to have been the innocent cauſe of 
a worthy man's unhappineſs; for in that light 
I have ever regarded you. Your violation of 
the rights of. friendſhip, is not the only unfor- 
tunate confequence of an attachment ſuch 
you have pictured your's to be; but, alas! i 
may involve you ina quarrel with Lord Arun- 
del, who, I am very 'ſure, does not in the 
leaſt ſuſpect a en in Sir Eduard Wildt; 
not does he imagine the friend of his youth has 
been capable of a deceĩt. Return, Sir Edward, 
to the call of your 'own' heart that colideinns = 
you; reſtore Lord Arundel to your affection, 
and once again be happy in his friendſhip. 
Vou tell me you know his Lordſhip has made 
a declaration of his love, and intreat me Win- 
form you if he has been ſucceſsful; 1 will 
inform you: it is a piece of juſtiee euery wo- 
man owes. to the man who has honoured her 
on ann do aſſure you, upon my 
N | wo 
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5 honour, the earl has been abſolutely rejected 


by lerar, yet] hops ta fac him often 


in the light of a friend: you muſt be convinced 


he does honour to that title. No inducement 
earth would oblige m te change my reſo- 

lution with reſpect to, his * 1 T hope I 
have explained myſelf. on this head to your ſa- 
tisfactian ; ang 4 will with. cqual. 1 ro- 
ceed to Aw your other requeſt. I am greatly 
_ obliged. to you, for, the, preference you, have 
: exprefled i in my favour ; but permit me ta de- 
Clare it is not poſhble, far: me to accept it. 1 

mean ot to change my.praſcnt Hate, for reaſons 
of conſequence to ng RE. Bk, . * it will 


in vain. per 1 h=4 my. Word, as 
am reſolyed ; and ſhould. look, — opt 
tion if you would no more. addreſs me. on 


8 ery of. your laſt Jeter, Non Arunde 
— peaks na 1 of is pothan; | 


intreat you, to do And. as you 

428 alike Be he me beg of you to. reſtore 
that, rh pbleman. to. your, confidence, and 
Jonsſelſ ta the, camplacenoy pourfelt before you 

| knew:heunkartupate Adeline: 1 ſhould never 
ale ta regret, if thy mp means the, long inti- 
amacy of: wa wptihy geatlemen was hroks off; 
land if pow wiſh tor gan m friendſhip, you 
uſt; xaintete lord Arundel in your former re- 
gard - He is a ſtranger o your application; 
de not injured in hs efteran, . * me, 


A 1 163 
coldneſs; to v — 12 
reſdlued to favour neither, your cauſe of A | 
tance will no longer exiſt. am 2% 
Iahave wrote a long letter, ſir, Lhope:te-wil 
hape tha proper effeft; and I ſhull have the-foy 
tsfaiun of congratulating Sir Edward. Wil- 
mot on bis recvered trnd wllity, - Be aſſured 
this circutaſtance eie pleaſure to 
nid wh „r fnw — 
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ine bid papers, "the 5 wen Men 
iny det ; 6 eee, _—_ 5 
erg Efquire,” e Gen“ Sg RG 
EET EIS Hog. 
«vr HA con place under ee 
ment, in that epubRe.”%” Wien the firit 
emetfdns of ey Wers ſubffded, 1 Bew to Me. 


Ewers; fört ämter Mifs Beiville Was ät 
dome! A beld Fer i dtestety E kad” made, 
and Jikewriſe determination of © Eofon 


Lotifi at al events, * She 5 Wien te 
greateſt attention; aud when L . | 
ing, -addreffedane this: «That you have 0 


Sil gut 
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dutitheoreſidence of Louiſag vis not a matter of 
ſurprise to me, Captain Freemer ; but your 
reſolution of following her, does indeed ſur- 
prize me. What purpoſe would it anſwer, 
pertnit me to aſl? Have you forgot her abſolute 
commands? Reflect you forfeit her regard if 
infringe them. Nou have experienced her 
reſolution ; do not oblige her to małe you un- 
happy by your previpjtancy; bei ſatisſied I ſhall 
hear from her in a few days. There are ſhips 
in the river that bring letters from Venice; 
2 need 2 doubt but you will be mentioned 
| would you involve her in a thbu- 


ind 8 Aus, when by a prudent conduct 
you — entirely avoid it?“ 4 Ah! Wi 


vill lay my love before, my. farher 3, jt 
' #sfule his conſent; and then I. may (ſeek. my 
dear Lonjſa wi ithout.impradence?? . Upon 
wy any bod would think yon mad, 
Freener] Xu who know $irRichard 
coal pip kobe 0 Arby OP 
 Jeave dhe kingdom, to follow,” a woman with- 
De eme Nes e be adgiled 


5 ; ſbyme, bidde b Louies deter 


And waif che arrivaibeff her ettere ; beſides, 

vw de Jon know: yaw: could get Leave of ab- 
Seng rom the army??? This thought had never 
ſtruek me before; and. 1 promiſed. to wait, and 
ee ene, Miſs Bel- 


J ville 


— 
— 
- 


- offerys among the reſt was the Earl af 
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ville engaged to perſuade Lauiſa to correſpond 
with me, before-$ would conſen to give up my = 
ſcheme. I left her in great ſpirits. Oh! 
Thompſon; I am happy beyond idea; I Know- 
3 Louiſa is, and I can fly to her on 
avonrable opportunity. J rejoice. with 
— on your ſituation with Miſs Abinton : you 
wills I truſt, experience all the delights of a 
virtuous and ſincere affection: you will enjoy 
the undeſcribable ſatis faction of ſharing the plea- 
ſure and relieving the pains of her you love: and 
believe me, you. will quickly find the difference 
of an attachment ariſing from reaſon and 
deliberate; choice, than that which proceeds 
not from the heart, hut is a mere purſuit of the 
ſenſes. I hape che lady 's affeQions.are, not en- 
gaged, and I. ſhall wiſh youjoy ſhortly. Non 
conjectured right when you ſuppaſed the illneſs 
of, my father ws dhe cauſe of my ſilence, I 
little: imagined..my bent Mauld inform you, gf 
an event fo pleaſing. I know. you;will ſincerely 
rejeice in my happineſs; and, therefore, e- 
ed to tell you of it. bag 20 os „onde 
The lovely Adeline has. refuſed. number f 
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Fer it; W KOY. :. 0143908 an bas eco; 
1 0 ade er my — 
why you muſt know I have been engaged in a 
new amour. Finding Mis Belviſte would take 
a greut deal of time before I u- bring my 
fchemes abort) I turned my thoughts towards 
the pretty daughter of u neighbou | Sreeer; 
"ind as thelafly was grevtly enptivated by my 
Tank, and T0 forth, 1 had ne Geuley u con- 
elude things with ber my own Way, She is 
now in lodgirigs near my Ruf und auh 
chis affair Was a matter of àmuſememt while it 
was im its infuney; che edgention; of e lady 
not Havitig derm im u ſtile uf Auitd a my 
diſpoſition, at the end of three Wcks 1 bn 
tired ef herr My uhoughty naturally 
Turn to Mfif Belle, ab the entre. of their 
——_ 0 Tue perRohehoP: Ner!indind and 
ont ute ſo chfufftes thaF ſheanuſt aver pre- 
OLE Rey pins — 
of her heart; Le ldh 76) uffde thethWughs:o! 


Wem other woman, and continue true to her 
: 4 ; alone 3 


= 
_©— RR Ä —IWBñm oO 


HZ ĩ RS, GE — . 


1 
f 
r 
z 


and probity, would mex Ir; ſuites. his ward to 5 


* 


FEMALE. STABIL 1. by 
none; and where would che the merit, Mon- 
tagne ? for where ih ould Iflad a woman, after 


| Miſs Belville, that would beat a; corbpariſon'? 


Her underſtanding is ſo ſuperior that L alma 
deſpair of gaming her but n paſſion 19 0 


ſtrung that, although I regard it as next to an 
impoſſibility, I muſt try. I love her to that 


excels that I beheve I cl marry. her; but 
my fortune forbids any ſuch ideas. I could not 
make a fettlement adequate to her fortune; and 


Mr. Somners, who isa man of ſtrict hunger 


beſtow, her ſelf upon ne whale, age ag 19 v5ry 


wnequals provided the lady would conſent, 1 
I ag by any filter, Mile Belvilte has abfolugcly 


rejected Lord Arundel, an amiable and much 
eſdeemed nobleman: the ud not haye done 
this — — I ſhall Sbſerue 

her very minutaly, and, if poſfible, diſcquer 
an whom the has beſtoyrd her love. He muſt 
the; put out of ther way: at all events. Is. 
Evelin is going into che chunt, I hall ſpend 
ſeme time with her after m return from Far: 
Hill, for which place gjoy may inform £melia 
I tall bet ont this: day weeks I ſhall bring 
Harry and George dowu to eg: chair mother. 
Veſlre her to yacowe. pe, ithaat fghing and 
whining, unleſs che has a. mind to male nie fly 
from het with much mare hre ipitaney than I 
. 6 will # laſt be dilappointed 


a about 


* 
- 
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' about your commiſſion. 3: For: For:Eord =— has A 
am told, promoted ſeveral officers lately, and I 
Adoubt ii it is in his power to oblige me. Fare- 
well, Montague; every intereſt I can make i in 
your cn tall de dar., a , 
Ae r ens Evxrix. 


iS - 0 437 N i I'S 1 K. 


La. nen 1 Buynaaury 
ETC 9 1 28 1311 lan & 
RTF ie F © Elmwood, 
Mr as > Adeline's two laſt letters now lie 
Þefore' me; and I ſet down with a determina- 
tion to anfwer them.” And ſo; my friend, you 
have really rejected the amiable lord Arundel? 
I feel for his difappointment, and ſhare his mi- 
ery: To loſe a woman like my Adeline, how 
great the misfortune ! indeed, I think you are 
too ſerupulous, but forgive me: I own the 
ſubject is very delicate; and your Harriet 
cannot be a judge of it. My mother joins her 
congratulation to mine, on the proſpect you 
- have of enjoying Admiral Harriſon's fortune: 
I know well, my dear miſs Belville, thouſands 
will be benefited by your generoſity : at pre- 
. ſent you are enabled to exert/ the benevolence 
of your diſpoſition; but with ſo great an addi- 
tion to your income, you will chear the heart 
of drooping and oppreſſed virtue: wipe the tear 
ol ſuffering innocence from the palid cheek : 
. 4 yon te, and 


blooming content will attend your Reps. . We 


ſelf a large manſion houſe in the middle of an 
extenſive lawn: the immenſe oak trees which 
are diſpoſed in ſeveral parts of the park, have a 


moſt venerable appearance: the hollow body of 


one in particular, ſeems like the habitation of 


tended us with the moſt aſſiduous politeneſs 


over the houſe and park: his odſervations gave 


a beauty to the whole. The ſenſe and elegance 
of his language was indeed very great. His be- 


haviour to your Harriet was rather particular; 


but as I had been warned-by:my eee 
pect his gallantry, it did not amate me. The 


Miſs Thompſons are very agreeable women, 


and behaved with the greateſt politeneſs to us: 


indeed, I think their acquaintance à real ac- 
quiſition: Sir James, I find, reſides with them 
three months every year. I ſhould imagine 


they would feel: the loſs of his company: his 
converſation. is ſo lively and entertaining, they 
muſt find it dull in his abſence. I was really 


infinitely concerned when the time came for 
us to go home. The ladies walked with us to 
the top of the park, and Sir James would at- 


tend us quite to the wood: at parting he beg- 
ged leave to call on us the following morning to 
enquire how we did. My mother told him ſhe 


Vor. I. „ | ſhould 
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have been to Aſhley park: I am quite ena- 
moured with the ſweet place. Figure to your« 


— 
—  — — — 
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ſhopld always be glad to ſre him, and he took 
bis; leave. My mama obſerved I looked grave, 
(but pray, my Adeline, do not fancy with her, 
I. feel a partiality for Sir James). 1 fear, 
Harriet / continued ſhe, the agreeable ba- 
ron has occaſioned this appearance of concern 
on the brow of my child; if it is ſo, do not 

endeavour to conceal it n me.“ Indeed, 
madam, I feel no other emotions for Sir James, 
than thoſe which muſt ſpontaneouſly ariſe on 
the knowledge of a man ſo agreeable as he is: 
as for particular attachment, I hope, my dear 
mother, your Harriet has not proſited ſo little 
by your inſtructions as to engage her heart to a 
man ho hast given her no reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe 
is in poſſeſſion of his: no, madam, pride and 
female delicacy forbid it. My love, I am 
very happy to find Sir James Thompſon is ſo 
indifferent to you, and I hope he will remain 
fo: the unexperienced heart of my Harriet has 
never met a man ſo capable of exciting tender 
emotions as this gentleman; and you muſt for- 
give my apprehenſions, in fearing he might 
have ſucceeded:” This diſcourſe, and my 
mama's ſuſpicions, kept me waking that night. 
Oh, my dear Adeline'! ſurely ſhe muſt have 
ſeen ſomething improper in my behaviour, or 
ſne would never have ſaid what ſhe did! per- 
haps Sir James had the ſame idea. How is 
e * * in her own eſteem?! the agi- 
| tation 


EFT 
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tation of my ſpirits was ſo great, that when 1 
 kroſe J was ſurprized at the alteration in my 


looks. My mother obſerved me with an eye 


of compaſſion as we were at breakfaſt, but ſaid 


nothing. About eleven Sir James entered; he 
paid his compliments with an air of embarraſſ- 
ment I never obſerved in him before: his en- 


_  quiry after my health was accompanied by a 
tender ſolicitude in his looks and manner that 


ſtruck me with amazement. He aſked if 1 
would not take a turn in the ſhady part of the 
wood? I did not knew how to proceed: my 

mother obſerved my confuſion, and relieved it, 
by faying, „will you not oblige Sir James, 
Harriet?” His eyes ſparkled with pleaſure; 1 
inſtantly turned to him, and told him, I would 


attend him in a moment; he bowed with viſi- 


ble ſatisfaction: I got my hat, and returned to 
the parlour. My mother adviſed us not to go 
far, as the weather was very hot. During our 
walk he kept up the moſt entertaining conver- 
ſation: I ſoon got the better of thoſe fool ih 
apprehenſions my mother's obſervations had 
imbibed into my mind, and chatted away with 
the greateſt freedom; my companion appeared 
delighted. We rambled about the wood for 
near two hours: I was aſtoniſhed when I found 


ho the time had paſſed; and propoſed returning 


home; but Sir James begged me to favour him 


with more of my company, as he had never | 


14 been 
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boen ſo happy in his life. I told him I was 
very glad of it, and would willingly add to his 
felicity, did I not think my mother would 
wonder at our long abſence. At laſt he com- 
plied, and we returned to the houſe: my mama 
laughed at us for ſtaying ſo long, and invited 
him to dinner: this he declined, but ſaid if ſhe 
would give him permiſſion, he would avail 
Himſelf of her kindneſs the next day. He ſoon 
after left us: at parting, he begged me to pro- 
miſeT would indulge him with another wralk in 
the grove the following morning, and he would 
818 me at breakfaſt. I told him he had a 
mind to weary himſelf with the wood, and ſo 
endear the pleaſures of the town by a compari- 
ſon. J never expect, Miſs Abinton,“ an- 
ſwered he, to experience in the midſt of every 
gay amuſement London affords, half the ſatiſ- 
faction your converſation has this day occaſt- 
oned: nor can this beautiful retirement, or 
more beautiful inhabitant, loſe any thing by a 
C npariſon; on the contrary, this ſpot will 
ever be dearer to me than the whole globe be- 
fides.” I could not avoid bluſhing at this 
ſpeech, as I had partly drawn it from him: he 
left us with expreſſions of gratitude for our 
obligin eondeſcenſion. I immediately retired 
to my room, under pretence of dreſſing, but in 
reality only to avoid my mother's obſervatiens, 


_ in ſpite of my — ſuſpects I have 
a ten- 
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4 tender regard for Sit James: but indeed; 
_ Adeline, ſhe! is miſtaken. I eſteem him as a 
very agreeable man, but have no further attach» 
ment. I congratulate you on the proſpect of 
ſoon hearing from your friend; and joyfullx 
fubfcribe to your conditions of returning your 
ktters for Miſs Somners's peruſal. My mother 
aulas her: owe: to ** with that of Nn 

tionate 


uldandunr 8 


I seu to Wife BSLVILLE. 
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Venice, | 


3 ba my | beloved Adeline, your Lou- 
ifa takes up her pen to inform you ſhe and her 
father are ſafe from the dangers attendant on the 
boiſterous ocean. Our voyage was fortunate 
and pleaſant ;/ and had-it not been, for my ſepa- 
ration from perfons truly dear ta me, I ſhould 
have enjoyed this expedition: but, oh, my 
friend + thy Louiſa was nat born for an heroine; 
my ſtock of fortitude was nearly exhauſted be · 
fore I .left my native land: the diſtreſs poor 

Freemer would be in at the uncertainty of my 
fate, continually aroſe to my imagination ; and 
F-was more than once - tempted. to inform him 
where I was going; but tho' the weakneſs of 
my heart would have perfuaded- me to have 
liftened to its dictates, my underſtanding ſtep- 


N ped 
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| ped between, and held my reſolution firm ank 
unſhaken. I perſevered, and leſt the kingdom, 
without one ſoft adieu that might enable him to 
bear my abfence: but alas, what painful mo- 
ments has that reſolution inflicted on your 
poor Louiſa ] the nobleneſs and generoſity of 
Charles ſhould not have met with a return 
like this. Tell him I have ſliared in his diſtreſs, 
and felt every pang he has experienced: but I 
enjoin him, as he values my peace, and wiſhes 
to preſervs my love, if he ſhould diſcover where 
I am, he will not attempt following me: a let- 
ter he may ſend by your means, if it will give 
him any fatisfaction, and I will anſwer jt. 
Tbe health of my dear father is ſo bad, he is 
determined to reſign the employment he holds, 
and go to the ſouth gf France for the benefit of 
his conſtitution. I approve this determination; 
and I dare ſay we ſhall be at Montpelier before 
this letter reaches yqu; to which place, my 
Adeline, direct your anſwer. My conſtant at- 
tendance on my father has prevented my making 
any obſervations; and I am as ignorant of the 
Venitian people, as I was in England. The 
place is a ſine one, but my own concerns en- 
groſs too much of my attention to permit my 
proper obſervarice of the variety that ſtrike my 
eyes. I admire no kingdom, no place, but 
dar England: you know, my Adeline, your 
Louiſa's firm attachment to her own: country, 
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and n will not wonder J am leſs curious 
about any other than people whoſe partiality 
is not ſo ſtrong. If my mind was free from 
painful 8 I might obſerve with plea- 
ſure the noble palaces, and ſtately buildings 
with which this city abounds : but as I am ſi- 
tuated, I totally diſregard them. My father 
has been ſo ill that he could not receive the 
compliments cuſtomary on theſe occaſions: in- 
deed, he has not properly taken poſſeſſion of 
his employment, nor ever will: he has wrote 
letters to England, and has reſigned: it. Lam 
ſure; he could never have ſupported the pomp 
and parade he muſt have lived in. I regret 
your abſence with real ſorrow: my father of- 
ten wiſhes for his daughter Belville to converſe 
with: would you were with us! but that wiſh 
is ſelfiſh, and I am aſhamed. of it. Forget not 
my beſt love to the amiable Harriet, I ſhould 
be happy to hear of her welfare. The ſhip 
that is to convey this is now under ſail ; I muſt 
haſte to conclude; my father's love and bleſſ- 
ing attend you. Adieu, my. deareſt Adeline: 
forget not the uninterrupted friendſhip. that 
for ſuch a ſeries of years has exiſted between 
Wag. and PO ON Ms rior edit 
e aus SOMnuR8. 
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B erkeliy- Square, 


— more, amiable Mifs Belville, the 
wretched Wilmot᷑ preſumes to addrefs you. 
Your generous prereeding has engaged my 
everlaſting gratitude z\and although you have 
doomed me t6 miſery,” yet J ſhall ever 4dore 
you. Pardon, madam, this infringement of 
pour commands: I cannot avoid-entreatin 
you to hear my complaints, though, alas! 
fear they will be fruitleſs. Your noble expli- 
 citneſs, excellent lady, though it has in one, 
inſtance drove me to deſpair, yet in another [ 
am happy avit: beyond the power of expreſſion. 
It has veinſtated Arundel in the place he has 
long held in my boſom, and I have the ſatis- 
faction to aſſure you le is ſtill my friend, 5 
Ves, niy deareſt) nada, as he'is no longer re- 
garded in the light of a happy rival, I admire 
and revere his virtuesg and bluſh for my ingra- 
titude. Let fuffer me, Miſs Belville, to adore 
yow in ſilenee, which I have promifed to do, 
unleſs ſometimes my violent emotions will find 
words: then pardon and pity the faults your 
perfections occaſion. Again let me beg of 
you to allow me ſometimes to behold your 
tranſcendant beauties, hear your harmonious 
voice, and with Lord Arundel ſhare your 
: Liendhip. Deny me not thoſe valuable pri- 
uileges 


— 
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vileges as you wiſh me peace, nor by a refuſal 
drive me to extremities. Your heart may per- 
haps relent, and you may yet deign to bleſs 
with your hand the man who would die to ob- 
tain your favour. In my laſt I was too much 
affected with the miſerable ſituation in which T 
was involved, to explain my intentions 25 fully 
as I wiſhedi I meant to inform you my whole 
fortune ſhould have been ſettled upon you; you 
ſhould have diſpoſed of me and all that I poſ- 
ſeſſed as you thought proper; I wiſhed for no- 

will but. your's. Once more I entreat your 
forgiveneſs for thus breaking your, injunctions; ; 
but; my beloved Miſs Belville, it is not in man 
to have bis. deareſt. wiſhes. blaſted without re- 
pining. Vou have forbid me to hope; you. 
\ commanded me to ſpeak no more of my love; 
and I will endeavour to obey you only ſuf 
ſer me to imagine you will not deſpiſe me. I 
will no more trouble you with my unhappy 
paſſion; no more diſturb your peaceful ſerenity 
with my complaints: yet I ſhall fee you; 1 
could not live without ſeeing you. Some part 
of the ſummer I ſhall: paſs. at Mrs. Duncan- 
non's: I ſhall wait anxiouſly for the time that 
will bring to my admiring eyes the only woman 
I can ever e while life is lent to the mi 
Eo Fb wann Wir uor. 


7 * 
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| Portman-Square. 


3 ED; ay Leareſ Harriet, are 
four letters; one from Louiſa, two from Sir 
Edward Wilmot, and my anſwer. Alas 
why am I continually teized with ſolliditations 
of love? No day hardly paſſes but J am obliged 
to pain ſome heart or other; but none gives me 
ſo much uneaſineſs as thoſe two gentlemen. 
Before they knew me they were inſeparable 
friends; but from the unhappy commencement 
of my acquaintance with them, they have been 
at, a great diſtance. Sir Edward's laſt letter 
aſſures me the coldneſs is entirely over, and 
he is again happy in his, friend. Would to 
heaven it may be ſo! but, alas, I fear they 
will not long continue in a ſtate of amity; for 
both in a houſe, moſt likely they will be often 
at Myrtle Grove, and I ſhall find it a difficult 
matter to behaye with that equality I could 
wiſh; but I muſt do as well as Jean, and 
"truſt to heaven and the innocence of my in- 
tentions to acquit me. I tremble at the idea 
of involving them in a quarrel; to which the 
warmth of their; diſpoſitions. render them con- 
tinually liable. My Louiſa's letter has filled 
me with a thouſand anxieties; the health of 
Mr. Somners being in ſuch a ſtate, alarms me 

NK | | very 
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very much; he muſt be very bad to leave Ve- 
nice ſo ſoon, and perhaps I may never again 
behold” him. Oh, Harriet, what will become 
of me! My fad preſaging mind tells me I 
have more to undergo. Forgive me, my friend, 
F am to blame for indulging ſuch melancholy. 
ideas; 1 truſt Jam not fated to ſuſtain fo great 
a misfortune. Your laft letter both pleaſed 
and pained me. I am happy to find your me- 
rit is likely to meet a' deferving lover in Sir 
James (for, take my word, a lover he wilt 
prove); but you deceive yourſelf if you ima- 
gin? he is indifferent to you. No, Harriet, 
believe me you already feel a ſtrong partiality 
in his favour ;' every Tine, of your faſt proved 
it to me. Well, and what is there in 2 vir- 
tudus d fincere regard, that the moſt prudelit | 
of bir fex need tart at? Way, nothing. 
Fear not, my ſweet apprehenſive girl, nor ima- 
gine you are to blame for a feeling that is Inv e- 
luntary; no woman need to bluſh at having a 
heart ſaſceprible of love, provided it is placed 
on a worthy object. If a man devoid of ho- 
nour ſhould unfortunately, ipſpire a virtuous 
boſom with a tender regard, then indeed it 
would be a merit to ſtruggle and avercome jt. 
'Tis the duty of every woman tb preſerve. 
herſelf from temptation 31 if ſhe marries; it 
is greatly againft her; ſhe muſt at beſt ka- 
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dy living continually with, à perſon. devoid of 
principle, her own may. in.time be obliterated 
entirely: but your proſpect has, a brighter ap- 
pearance, Sir James Thompſon has, no 
doubt, great merit, and I hope he, will.make 
you happy. The Ne of your amiable 
mother you may always. rely on and, unleſs; 
ſhe. finds him worthy of her beloved daughter, 
ſhe will by her tender affiſtance help to eradi- 
cate him from your. heart... We leave town. 
to-morrow :, Mrs. and Miſs. Duncannon have 
been gone this week. Sir Harry Evelin has. 
likewiſe left London: he will ſpend ſome time 
at Myrtle-grove on his return. He bas taken. 
much pains to remove the opinion I had con- 
ceived of him; and, ſetting aſide his very great. 
gallantry, he is an agreeable man. 1 hear 
Lord Arundel. and Sir Edward Wilmot are at 
Mrs. Duncannon's; 3, I am ſorry for it, but. my 
concern will not alter „ Adieu, my beloyed 
friend: return the letters as ſoon as you can, 
and * wil "ny ge ** ſincerely affectionate 
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"Dear £3 Infwoman, . We aps 


1 Set down. inna pes 1 have made my 
wilt, and left you all my fortune as L promiſed. 
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to be poſted at the yard-acm.:, he. kept me in 
town a whgle day longer than he need; but 
however I do not wonder at his ſhuffling, for 
I am told ſome of his meflmates are French 
paltroons. I told him I would give him 4 
couple of good yellow-boys more than I in- 
tended,. if he would do the buſineſs immedi- 
ately, as I wanted to ſheer off. He promiſed 
me fair, and I tacked about in full expectation 
of gaining my on harbour that night, when. 
the rapſcallion ſent me word I muſt ſtay a day 
longer in that ſink-hole, the city. Well but, 

couſin, this was not the matter I meant to 
write about, but the dog put me in ſuch a paſ- 
ſion, that I have phys of it ever ſince, and 
eould not help telling you how: ill he has uſed: 
me: if I had, him aboard my hip, I would 


have him well flogged for it. Let me ſee, 


what was I going to ſay ? Oh, I know. 
Why, Adde, you are a fine girl, and. will have 
a large fortune, and I have been looking out 
for a huſband that may ſuit vou. I haye a 
man in my eye that is juſt the thing: now he 
is none of your flaſhy fellows, not he indeed, 
but a rough honeſt Engliſhman, and as good a 
ſailor as ever ttod a deck: theſe are recaminen- 
dations you will not meet with every day, let 
me tell you. If you like a handſome man, he 
will not do, as his face is pretty much weather- 


as well as mine; nor is he Very, young, 
1. 5 ſome- 


* 


mn kannte nora MY is 
n age. Now, coufin; this Sentheman is the 
very ching; his name is Captain Thunder; 
why he is the terror of the French; no man in | 
his Majeſty's navy has done better ſervice, I 
Hive told him what à handſome girl For are, 
and, if you WII give” him leave, he will im- 
mediately ſet out pes Myrtle-grove, where | 
find you are. I have no doubt but you have 
many freſh-water gentry who would have you; 
but, depend upon it, theſe fellows never faced | 
a hard gale of wind in their lives. 1 hope you 
will prefer tlie Captain to any of them; for, 
beſides his being a friend of mine, bet is a man 
of great merit, and will deferve your Conſide- 
ration. You hive obliged me ſo 9 in not 
going to that dunghill, France, that I dare fay 
you will pay all the deference to my judgment 
in this caſe that you did before. 1 haye wrote 
2a long letter, my dear, I hope it wilt not be 
Aung 5 0 but that 1 af live to ſee you 
Mrs. Thunder; in which hope T remain Jour 
loving Ae ill ee "15 
wo JonaTHaw HAnRIiSOx. 
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| Rh ag letter, my ths fir, and ſet 
unn t anſwer it immediately. My heart 
thanks 


1 wo 13a; 
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dankt gon for the diſpoſition 3 in my Favour by 
your will; and Tam'very ſorry you ſuffered any 
_ . inconvenience during your ſtay in London. I 
am infinitely obliged by your good intentions 
towards me in the propoſal of Captain Thun- 
der; and have no doubt but he is a man of 
great merit. and a brave officer ; but I muſt beg 
leave to decline; marriage, as it is by no means 
ſuited to my diſpoſition. I ſhould be greatly 
obliged to you, Sir, if you would no more men- 
tion it to me, as I am determined not to change 
my ſingle ſtate. I have refuſed ſeveral overtures 
of this ſort, and, therefore, hope you will not 
be; offended at my declining. the honour. you 
intended me; as, I aſſure you, the gentleman 
bdeing your friend, would be a great recom- 
mendation to my favour: nor can Captain 
Thunder take it amiſs, when he is only treated 
as the Earl of Arundel has been. That No- 
blemaſ did me the honoux of ſeleQingimefrom 
a number of more deſerving women, and be- 
ſtowed his affections where he could meet with 
nd return. I have abſolutely; refuſed him, and 
I hope you will not regard it as di ſreſpectful to 
you, it not being in * A e the 
; Captain' st addreſſes. 
ts flatter myſelf evi; healed i is ; re-eſtabliſhed; 


that it may long continue ſo, is the fincere 
wiſh of, dear ſir, your ever affectionate and 


>». 


very much obliged E ien le e ia: ; 


Artec ADELINE Baia. 
1 Admiral 
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As ta being offended, e „ 
do not like matrimony, would be acting very 
ſooliſhly; but I am greatly diſappointed: I 
intended to have. given you beſt” part of my 
eſtate upon your marriage with the eaptain; but 
as you will not have him, you muſt be con- 
tented to wait for my fortune till I am given 
to the fiſhes, And ſo long as you have refuſed. 
2 lord, I am pleaſed. Tour lords are like the 
French, and are aſhamtd even to ſpeak their own. 
language... I hey always kick off for France 
to learn their foaliſſ gabber, for all they have 
the beſt lingo in the world of their own: and 
ſo, couſin, IL am very happy you did not marry 
one of them; for I dare ſay, with all my care, 
the French would have had ſome of my money, 
had that been the caſe. But as you do not like 
ta marry, I wiſh: yow well; and indeed, to ſax 
the truth, tis a dangerqus thing to venture on. 
Now, Adde,  I-was always afraid to aſk a . 
myſelf; I had rather have ſtdod an enem 
battery, than haue bten obliged to ſit alone with, 
a woman; which was the reafon I never mar- 
ned. I have endeavoured: to conſole the cap- 
tain on his Fur an, às he has 
ais 420. never 
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never ſeen you, I ſhall, no doubt, ſacered 
would afk you to Nutt-Hill, but my friend 
is here, and perhaps he mighe not be — to 
ſtand the hre of your no! mo mw ou 
E would aner for him. 

I thank you, dear Adeline; for eur en. 
quid after my health: I am pretty well con- 
ſidering; and if the gout keeps at muſket ſhot 
diſtance, I ſhall de very well. I have not 
wrote two letters, one after the other, at leaſt 
theſe twenty years; and I find Lam e tired 
he e more than that Lam 


| Your end and Walken 
Ws: 5 7 281 fe. LR 6: > POCO 
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e Incloſat l ken you a diamond l 
tad ſet far your mother; 'but ſhe died, « py | 
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1 b e ef aral Cees r 
my long ſilenos, eſpeoially as you deſired to 

hear how Harry's affair went on: but as mama 
would obſerve, & an error acknowledged” is 
one ſtep towards amendment, I hope you will 
accept: my contrition, and forgive me. T0 ſay 
the trathy i the dear 
SUIBA metron. 
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Pn for the poking country, and ſo in 
the vapours for poor Harry's diſappointment, 
that I could think of nothing elſe. Ves, Ca- 
roline, that little inſlexible devil, Adeline, has 
abſolutely refuſed him; never will admit him as 
A lover, but as a friend, truly. I ſwear I have 
ſpent more breath perſuading her to relent, 
than with good management would, ſerve me a 
twelvemonth. Spite of All her cruelty, my 
Lord he He ſighs and whines about 
the houſe like a methodiſt parſon. I have ſtrove 
by every method in my power, to ſooth his me- 
lanchahy ; but in vain. For à time, I pitied 
- him: fighed-when he ſighed, and laughed when 
he ſmiled. From laughing with him, I got to 
downright laughing at him; but this diſ- 
pleaſed che gentleman ſo much, that he was 

as ue a8 you Pleaſe, although I had 

hazarded my 8 in attendance on him 

1 and his dulci: FE lad all was forgot, and I] was 

a mere mopftick. "Fe and Sir Edward Wilmot 

7 Won e Abbey”; ; and the fineſt pair 

of whimperers your eyes ever beheld. What 

alls Ned, I know not, wut he appears as if he 

Had deſt allhis teeth, for I: have not- ſeen his 

mouth open ſince here he has been. I ſup- 
paſe he is aſhamed to ſhew his, toothleſs gums. 

T-:expe& Mrs. Exelin and Miſs Belville at 
Myrtle-Grove this afternoon, and heartily 

: __ ſhall I be at ONO : for though 

G1 . | wits * 
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Adeline has not treated my Lord with her heart, 
the is a ſweet girl, and I love her dearly. The 
woeful countenances that ſtrike my eyes here, 
often ſenck me out to look for chearfulneſs a- 
broad; for your Charlotte is not pleaſed to be 
ſela. No ſuch thing as one of the beaus to at- 
tend me they are too much engroſſed by their 
ſighing and melancholy. My mother ſympa- 

thizes with them, and they prefer her com- 
pany to mine. I am reduced to ſuch a ſtate, 
that even the company of Medway would be 
agreeable. By the way, ſiſter, does the colo- 
nel. intend to kerꝑ guard fon ever at Southwell- 
Caſtle? ſurely he is afraid to quit his entrench+ 
ments: I hate this lurking about. My Lord 
tells me, he is miſerable on my account; yet 
make me believe that if you can. Oh, talk of 
miſerable, Caroline; I have a new lover, and 
have not informed you of it. About three days 


before I leſt town, I was told à gentlemam 


wanted to ſpeak to me; I defired he might be 
introduced into my dreſſingl room; accordingly 
the enamoured ſwain appeared, dreſſed in every 
extravagante of the mode. , | Your ſervant, 
Mr. Muſgrove,“ (for that was his name? 
hat has occaſioned me the hondur of this 
viſit??? Pardon my preſumption, mom there 
ange, anſwered the rhinocerbs, but I adore 
vou. Upon my word, ſir, you do not uſs 
much ceremony on the occaſion.” * Oh, my 

TT dear 


9 


* 
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dear Miſs Duncannon, ceremony is entirely 
billy: now eis totally outre : we are as 
free abroad with che reset as you are with'a 
cobler. But dear, amiable Charlotte; ſuffer me 

_ to flatter myſelf my tende will not bedifigree- 
able to you.” Believe me, Mr. Mufgrove, 
ir will prove but ftattery; for I muſt aſſure you 
it will be Highly ſo in teality.“ “ Oh, ma- 
dam, deſtroy me nat; recall theſe eruel words, 

and Irfng me back to life.“ < Ridiculous ! 
pray, fir; never trouble me on this ſubject 
again, as Fam very miret offended with your 
| freedonie? Fhe creature ſmiled in my face, 
ade if 1 had ever been in Paris? „ No, 
Sin) . Egad, I thought: ſe: beliete me, 
dear Charlotte, if you had paſſet a winter in 
Parie, you would not regard an affair of this 
fort im @'ferious light.“ „ However, fir,” an- 
forered I, * the ladies in France may approve 
fach à hehariour, it is hy no means ſuited to 
an Eagliſtx di ſpoſttion; nor would any gentle- 
mam mar ſo capital a miſtake as addreſſing a 
lady in England . as: he would a courtezan in 
Paris, if he knew. the diſference I aroſe. 


Sir, L wiſh you a good morning; I am very 


much engaged. He made an effort to excuſe. 
bimſelf, but L left the room, and lie, ſoon af- 
ter, tlie houſe. Heavens, Caroline, the fright- 
ene ene ſb very 
. * if | (10,7 (NEEDS GS RAN 
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a monſter never ſtruck my eyes: how Medway 
roſe on « compariſon but iar v vou tell ow 
this though. . | 
A note from Adeline, as I live! ſhe is at 
Myrtle-Gtoue, and deſires to ſee me 
mediately. N.] will J be even * — 
Lord ſor his inſolence. I have been to the 
top of the ſtairs, and called loud ; cnough 
for them to hear; John, put the horſes to 
the chariot, I muſt go to Myrtle: grove directly 
Miss Belville is come down, and deſires to 
ſee. me. The plot has ſucceeded : J hear 
Harry ſtumping up ſtairs. IL have locked my 
dogr;, he, knocks.,. Charlotte, wall you not 
let me in?; What do you want, my 8 
« Jo.go with you'to Myrtle- Grove. << 
Jam greatly obliged to your Lordſhip, P» hl 
am in no danger in the carriage. 
girl, will you not ſuffer me to dehold the we 
Adeline, nat to gaze on her? Is that tq be 
denied?” Oh Lord, he wore 2 | 
I cannot ſupport that; I muſt let him 80. | 
Farewel, my dear ſiſter; my mother” 8 ere 
wee with that af n 
MV 619 * Nun endlyafſedionare | 
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Nr Man dont dar tet 


"Des VILLE «io: ë, A BINT'0 r. 


rt 1100 81 4 28 4112 f All, Grove. 


"VV E have quictabiche . nn? duſtle of 
the toben, ty Harviet, for the peacefullſillneſs 
of the country. I atv quite happy in this 
Tweet” abode, to what I. was in the gay ſcenes 
of London. I ſend you two letters from Ad- 
miral Harriſon, and my anſwer; I truſt they 
will afford you ſome amuſement. Yeſterday 
Mils Duncannon was here, and with her Lord 
rundel and Sir Edward Wilmot.” The firſt 
of dhe Adinital's letters drop pped out of my 

cket, which my Lord Petra up. I ſaw his 


colour change on ſeeing it was a man's hand. 
Hep politely, gave it me. I Was unwilling to 


make him uneafy by a concealment of the wri- 
ter; * therefore turneck to Miſs Duncannon, 
and held the letter to her: This compoſition, 


Charlotte,” ſaid 1, „ Ireally think will enter- 
tain you, if you pleaſe to perufe it.“ She did ſo, 
and laughed immodefately. „May I not read 
it Hour Adeline?“ I you pleaſe, an- 


ſwered I. But firſt, my Lord,” ſaid ſhe, 
< promiſe me you. will not deſtroy the gentle- 


man whom Adeline is to marry; for, I aſſure 
you, here he is.” She then read the letter in 


ſo ludicrous a manner, that both the gentle- 
men were almoſt choaked with laughing. I 
Was 
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was glad to ſee them recover their ſerenity; and 
enjoyed thei: pleaſure” I had - communicated: 
When ſhe had finiſhed; « May Trenquire,” 
ſaid ſhe to me, << if you have accepted Captain 

Thunder 121/146 To. be ſure Charlotte, I 
could not reject a man fo recommended.“ 
Oh, the Hottentot ! why, child, I would have 
boch Admiral and Captain put in iron: 4611 


they had recovered: their ſenſes.” Miſs Bel- 


ville anſwered, The Earl is too gentle for 
that“ Though in other reſpects ſhe is 
too cruel. „I agree with you, my Lord,” 
replied Sir Edward with a melancholy ſigh, 
ſeeming to forget where he was. I am forry 


either of you, gentlemen,” have reaſon to call 
me eruel; 1 am not conſcious of having de- 
ſerved that epithet; we cannot always make 
happy thoſe we wiſh.” And do you wWiſh me 


happy, Miſs Belville ſaid Lord Arundel. 


(Sir Edward aſked the ſame queſtion with his 


eyes) Indeed I do, my Lord, if it could be 
purchaſed* by any other means than thoſe you 
deſire; but that is out of my power to give 
you, I bowed to Sir Edward, and told him, 

I hoped he would be happy in every ſituation 


of life; at leaſt, gentlemen,” continued I, 


you have one conſolation that vou will de 
eaſily be deprived of, the comforts of friendſhips 


J have long experienced you, my Lord, and 


Sir Edward, are real friends; I need not ex- 


patiate 
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of your nonſenſe; we will. give you credit for 


wa FEMALE: STABILITY: 
patiate on dhe deligkts of that ſenſation to 


vou. True, my amiable Miſs/Belville,” 
anſwered my Lord, we have that comfolation. 
L can truly ſay, I have not à thought to which 
Edward: is a ſtranger. He turged to him 
with looks of affection: Sir Edward appeared 
won fed , (oh, how Lielt ſor him i) My 
generous Hatry, anſwered be, you are the 


deſt of friends! He pauſed, when: Charlotte 


ſeaſonably interrupted them; * Come; no more 


allen can ſayg let us take a walk in the gar- 
den; which [we immsadiately did. Sir Bd- 
ward, tock an opportunity of thanking me for 
my amiable. behaviour, as he called it, and 


| promiſed, if poſſible, to bury his fatal paſſion 


in his own breaſt. I am really very ſorry, to 


baye been the cauſe of miſery to him; he has a 


pleaſing countenance and expreſſive eyes which 
greatly reſemble Mr. Grenville's. On Har- 
riet, what a pang has the writing of his name 
occaſioned to my heart! Each paſt event 
ſtrikes on my imagination, and leads me be- 


yond the bounds of reaſon. I will not ſuffer 


my mind to dqwell on the circumſtance. fn 
At parting, Mrs. Evelin engaged to go to 
Belmont - abbey on Monday next. Why am 1 


continually expoſed to theſe gentlemens ſight? 
but it is not to he avoided. After Miſs Bun- 


eannon and ber compan ions had left us, a cha- 
nn 80 4 | | 0 riot 
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riot drove down the avenue, which Mrs. Evelin 
knew to be Sir Richard Freemer's.. The Cap- 
tain ſtepped. out of it, and begged to ſpeak to 
me. I went to him, and as I knew his buſi- 
neſs, took with me Louiſa's letter. (He was 
out of town when I firſt received it.) My 
dear Miſe Belville,” ſaid he, have you heard 
from Miſs Somners?” I informed him I had, 
and delivered her. meſſage to him. When I 
came to that part where ſhe gave him permiſſion - 
to write, he appeared in the greateſt tranſ- 
ports of joy; he was entirely ſatisfied, - and 
promiſed, as long as ſhe would correſpond. 
with him, he would. not diſobey her, nor 
attempt to follow her. I aſſured him I ſhould 
be rejoiced if he could do it with prudence ; 
but while it was entirely repugnant to his inte- 
reſt, it could not add to their happineſs, but 
the contrary. We returned to Mrs, Evelin, 
who, I believe, half fancies Freemer is in love 
with me. The Captain ſlept that night at the 
Grove, and left us in the morning, as Sir 
Richard, I find, is too ill to bear his abſence. 
I am glad poor Charles is ſo happy ; the plea · 
ſure ariſing from a ſincere and innocent affec- 
tion, is indeed exquiſite. | I hope I ſhall live 
to ſee him and my Louiſa adorn the marriage 
* as I have no doubt but n Rane, 


* 
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will. Let me know how you go on, and be- 
n to de nen ſincere and affectionate 


ADELane'B BLVILLE. 


4 * 
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OW fhall I benin way abun what joy 


her fetter has given to her Adeline? Words, 
my dear friend, are too inadequate to expreſs 


my feelings; and, had not the health of my 


Ae rf. Sommer beth ſo bad, it Would have 


had no alloy. That amiable man; I hope, 


Louifa, will be long ſpared to his children. I 


rejoice he is determined to leave Venice; for I 


was always apprehenfive a publiek employment 
would be a greater fatigue than he could Tupport. 


Pomp and gaiety are little calculated for a mind 
whoſe greateſt earthly blifs is ſevered from it. 


The heart that feels the loſs of its deareſt partner, 
is incapable of mixing with the undiſtinguiſfi- 
ing world, but ſeeks retirement and obſeu- 
rity. Although your amiable father has all the 
fortitude and ſtrength of mind peculiar to his 
fex, yet his exquiſite feelings render him as 


mich the flave of melancholy as one of us. It 
- Is not always a ſign of trueſt magnanimity 


7 


when 


E 1E STAEFTLTF V. tos 
wh * apf to bear their RO IO 
T7 __ afiſes from a want of ſuſ- 
veptibility. But though Mr. Somners feels as 
mrongiy as a human being can, yet he ſtruggles 
to luppteſs theſe —_ ſenſations when any 
dne is preſent: : but, alas'f that ſuppreſſion has 
coſt him ſevertly. May the benign power of 
the univerſe 3 him to us, and for our be- 
nefit continue him longer in this vain oy 

F or thy fake, my Louiſa, I hope he may be 

long ſuffered to abide in this cloathing of mor- 

; — 3 for, alas, what would not his lovely 
daughter be expoſed t in a ſtrange countr 
helpleſs and unprotefted? but 1 truſt, my 12 
loved, Heaven wilt avert ſo great a misfortune, 
and ſuffer us to enjoy his valuable life for ma- 
ny years to come. Let not your mind abate 
of its firmneſs, nor Veld to the calamities 
which ſurround you. The noble ſtand you 
have made already deſerves the higheſt admira- 
ration. Go on, my Louisa permit the dic- 
tates of your ſuperior un ading to get the 
better of the weaknefs bike ſex is ſaid pecu- 
* — to ee ad e ae che Weed 

I have 3 7 ente to 9 3 
tranſports on the n jþ u gave. him, N 
were exceſſive. He wilt w ter, Ls: by his own 
pen beſt expreſs his feel ii Poor Charles has 
r much „ nec but his vene- 
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ration for vou has got the better of eyery other 
ſenſation. 8 He has ; promiſed ee 0 obey 


Four: commands. 
T found he was entirely ſenſible. of the pro- . 
[> at with which you, had acted; and there · 


de wore h ts engage his bender, 1 


ventured 1 to inform him where; you. was going 
4 Captain Freemer,” ſaid I, 6 you. ſee, I have 
"Louiſa's —9 but if 
you engage n not to f fr from your. reſolution, | 

will ſuffer you to peruſe. th Whole.“ My 


| dear Miſs Belville, » —— he, <<. I do. ene 


gage, upon my word and honour, that, let 


What will be the conſequence, Iwill not on 


any account infringe the commands of Miss 
Somners; nor ever will attempt following her 


but with her own conſent.” e ſatisßed 
with this, and gave him your epiltleq 3. 5 
Incloſed ye you. will find letters from your Ade- 
line to Miſs Abinton; which relates all that 
has happened fince our ſeparation. I ſhall con- 
tinue to write to her, and afterwards ſend them 


to you.” I hope you will not. condemn me-for 


my conduct to Lord Arundel, who is there 
pictured ſo amiable. I am not capricious, but 


m heart deteſts the idea of love; vou, who 
experience that paſſion, will not wonder. at my 


| conduct, when you. are fo well acquainted with 


BY reaſon, No, Louiſa; , there ,is_ a ſtability 


..m my, * * e r to admit 


2 ſe- 
atm fa : * 
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| Oded haiti iu Belrtz My fiſt un 
happy partiality has too much injured my peace 


5 already; nor will J ever put it in the power of | 
that tyrant, love, to niake further  Jeprodutions 7 


on my eaſy diſpoſition. 

It has given me many / moments to 
have been the cauſe of diſtance between two 
perſons ſo truly worthy as Lord Arutidel and 
Sir Leas Wil mot; yet I flatter myſelf, the 
propriety and explicitneſs of my conduct to- 
Wards them both, will prevent any material 
chaſm in their friendſhip. The Earl is entirely 
attached to Sir Edward; nor does he in the 


leaſt imagine he has a'rival where he has ſo long 


- foand' a friend The ſituation of Wilmot” is 


fur the moſt tryin g to be obliged not only to 
cConceal his own paſſlon, but to feel himſelf 
conſcious of deceit, and continually to hear 
his Lordſhip's complaints when his own feelings 
are eq ualty acute on à ſimilar circumſtance ; 


but it is not Within my power to relieve him; 


and I am end ce give n ene Teen 
I eſteem, Ride) privy it ere e 
you! Ber, Eibe Mee; Bhelit} a8 for my guar- 
dan; 1 have nor pet ſeem him, as he is now 
| —— ih month. But, alas, I ſhall not 
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on buſineſs. | We erpect 


ioc a Mr. Somnerg in him; nor indeed where 
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priſoner ſuddenly, be could not have-expteſſed 
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No where, my. Tguiſas 1 kugw, dhe Seine 


would be yain and fruitlets. Von enquige af, 
ter Miſs Abintoy's welfare ; ſhe.is very well at 
preſent, and in a fair way. (according to my 
ideas of things) to commenss ne of che love 
ſick fair ones, © A very agrerable baronet bas 
made an imprefliongn her pſa ov 


5 aud 1 hope the yil he happy- vin ot pad 


Forget not to inform me of every chin that 


| befalls you in France; as the recital-will afford 


your: Adeline great entertainment. My lovely 


Louiſa cannot remain any where unnoticed 2 
you will find many admirerg among che French 


gentlemen: and fbr all what Admiral-Hatriſon 


may ſa ef em, they muſt be;rallawed! very 


polite. I am glad the old gentlemin: does not 
fee this { it would be: ſufficient to forfeit his 
eſtate, which you will find, by my letters he 


bas ſecured Ito me. üg t vg 
for the Frencb is really en 


Q Ot A 
ſingle qualification well: ketalow:chem. d 
thought Mrs“ Evelin would have drove! Bun 
out of the houſe, only by ſaying (as ſhe was igt 
norant of his hatred) (he ſhould eftrem it as 


2 great favour; if he knew any family that 
wanted a French maſter; to mention tht name 


of Monſieur Grulloid. Lf he had been taken . 


more ſurpriae ] at laſt he ſtammered qut, 45:4, 
madam I recommend a Frenchman ! -No, 
3 A ; faith; 
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_ Faith; I would ſee them all at the bottom of 
the ſea, with all my heart; but as to recom- 
mending a-foup-meagre dog, the devil take m 
if Ido.“ „ Theg your pardon, fir,” ſaid Mrs. 
Evelin, I did not know you diſliked them 
ſo much. Why, madam, I imagined every 
body knew I hated the French; at leaſt, they 
knew it pretty well laſt war: I gave them good 
cauſe to remember Admiral Harriſon: yes, yes; 
J ſtrutted between ſtem and ſtern of more than 
one ſine French galley,” This recollection 
ſeemed to bring him into good humour again; 
and we took great care to preſerve him ſo, while 
he ſtayed, by not introducing: the ſubject - 
again. Surely, my Louifa, theſe averſions ar- 
gue a very weak underſtanding; for general c. TA 
ſure is always illideral; and 'altho* the Ad. 
_ raPs Profeſſion may lend him to diſlike the © 
Hreneb nation, yorto-dapwetins body pee 
ple, as he dees, is very hlameable; and I Im 
apt to believe this ſeldom happens but in undd 
where ſtrong prejudices reſide, wirhout 2 fa. 
fietent flock of good ſenſe to regulate them. 
But let the Admiral reſt with all his peculiari- 
ties; I have had reaſon to deplore them: have 
they not ſeparated me from my Louifa, and het 
beloved father? have they not detained me in 
England, -when it might have been in my power, 
by a fond and continual attendance on the beſt 
of men, to have Toftened, in a great degree, 
„ we © | the 
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the; uneaſineſs he labours under? I might have | 
' ſhared my Louiſa's pains, and by a kind parti- 
eipation, have relieved. them: but, alas the 
eee prejudice of one man has ſtepped be- 
tween me and my wiſhes, and entirely fruſ- 
trated them. But it is paſt, and I ſhould ill- 
merit the favour of heaven-if I repined at what 
bas befallen me; Many calamities I have ſuſ- 
tained ; and tho?. my life has been marked with 
Various troubles, yet I hope. I am not diſſatiſ- 
fed. To be ns, my beloved friend, is 
to be happy: well am I convinced all ſtations 
may be ſo if they pleaſe; from the throne to the 
. cottage it is attainable. Heaven has wiſely or- 
dained comforts in all ſituations, and therefore 
Variegated the human mind, to render them ca- 
pable of enjoying their ſeveral. deſtinations. 
_ The. peaſant 1; enjoys his well-earned 
esl, while the loaded board of the nobleman, 
| that jnyites. with numberleſs variety, can give 
ng more to its partakers than the ſatisfaction 
ariſing from eating, which the inhabitant. of 
the cottage has amply felt; nay, perhaps in a. 
Fenn his homely fare, as the no- 
ble peer, from every luxury that nature and art 

can produce. But, altho, the humble ſwain 
nn, what he has been uſed tos it 
would be far otherwiſe with the Lord, if he was 
| xeduced to ſuch. a dinner as had ſatisfied the 
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tally different, it would be next to an impoſſi- 
vility to bring his mind to be contented with a 
Change ſa manifeſt; no, tho he ſhould be 
poſſeſſed of every virtue that can adorn huma- 
nity. He might forbear vociferous nn Pp 
but as long as he would feel the: difference, be 
muſt regret it. Nature might have qualified 
him for either ſituation, but education had 
adorned him for a court; and as all, I think, 
muſt allow our greateſt difference ariſes from 
education, we may venture to pronounce the 
man who had ſhared every enjoyment which 
reſults from refinement, and had been accuſ- 
tomed to ſhine in high ſcenes of life, who had 
exerted that diffuſive benevolence his exalted 
ſphere enabled him to do, would be miſerahle 
> deſcend ſo low. as the cottager's ruſtick ha- 
itation, and indifferent proviſion; I have no 
doubt, but the labourer would prefer his way of 
life.to chat of the nobleman, as his mind, in 
the rude and... uncultivated fate. of nature, 
would ſo il} become a grand fituation. I ob- 
5 a4 dear dane 55 nowe aur ur greateſt 
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perecived any ten Agrana; ge bet et $172 
| betal 'edueation has given chem. Nümberleſs 
exceptions there ares ho doübe, to this rule. 
We do ſee men, whole natural abilities are ſo 
great as te eu, bay, ſome times excel} with a 
Kttle itiſtrustion, 'thofe who" Have ſpent their 
whole life in a pitfeit of Khowledge:": But I 
rather apprehend theſe ĩnſtamees are Hot ſo com- 
mon, as entirely to ſet aſide my opinion,” . 
eannot perſuade myſelf that the impartial 
power, who created the ufliberſe, intended, in 
sur original ſtate, that the minds of his crea- 
eures mbuld be ſo taterralfy Rfferent. Intel- 
lectual àccompliſhments are fore equally dif- 
tributed than we are Willing to Mow.” 1 with, 
Louifa, you would entreat Mr, Sommers ws. 
vour me with his ſentiments dg. is fubhect, 
when! he is well eftouph:” 1 TholTHave wrote 
wo him, but 1 Was fearful He might” HR 
letter immediately, "and iure Kniflf Sy an 
Application to Wot en, ts Pete His Bead, in 
Feneral, ſuffers: greatly by writin "of * — 
_ Wrote'a long letter, but have been f 
| cuſtomed to expfe pes my my tchtiments 5 1. 25 
 Kirge, on every Tubſect, en 1 no leſt 
Spode ies Are needleſs, . "Taptain reerh 7 
below, N en e for je. A ANA my de 
of kiend; ieee eee fern to 
yes farther, er, Abd 1 the fincere regard of 
1 6 | ADELIS is WI 
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3 does FA batordit Ladd permit her 
adoring Freemer to write to her? Ten thouſand 
thanks, my charming Miſs Somners, for this 
condefcenfion, without which T fear I could 
not have ſupported your longer abfence. In- 
| deed I had determined to hazard my father's | 
_ 4Uiſpleafure, and follow you.: But your per- 
miffion to write, and the perſuafions of Mifs 
Belville, have prevailed ; and I am refolyed to 
obey you. Yes, my fweet Louiſa, I will rely 
on yout conftancy, and wait patiently till hap- 
pier profpedts ſmile on us. I ſee and admire 
your prudent conduct in its proper light, and 
ortttty as I loved you before, yet 1 find my 
affection increaſed, Oh, Lovifa, if we ſhould 
mert ho more! the idex diftrads me; -tniadnefs 
would be my lot ! I could not ſupport my ex- 
Mence,” without a proſpect of one day' calling 
mine. Forgive my apprehenſions; * "ik 


Fe tremble to think how man; things may bap- 


u feftect whit 2 diſtance woe art dfunder, 


pen to make me miferable. 1 do not, will not, 


doubt your love ; ic would be the molt anipar* 
3 4 8 donable 


f Ide 1157 ö 


Inna le injuſtice; 1180 1 cannot if dreading 
he adoration you will receiye wherever you. go, 
may baniſh the unhappy Freemer from your 
mind. Oh! Louiſa, pity and pardon an ap- 


pPrehenſion that ariſes from the violence of my 
| love, Believe, my ſweet girl, you will find 


no heart either in Italy or France, who will 


Te adore you with an affection like mine. Vour 


! will attract their admiration, and your 
accompliſhments their wonder, while your 
excellent. underſtanding and exquiſite ſen- 
ſibility will be but a ſecondary conſideration in 
the judgment of a people who regard things 
ſuperficially. Vet I cannot avoid feeling a 


painful anxiety left you ſhould withdraw your 


affeRions, and place them on ſome foreigner. 


Again I intreat your forgiveneſs for my unge- 


neous ſuſpicions: I know enough of your 
heart and. generous diſpaſition to convince me 


=_— wrong Jou. But, my amiable Miſs Somners, 


is the misfortune of violent love to torment 


- iefelf with ideal fears; lock on it in this light, 


and you will not deftroy ae 11 me refent- 


7 1 am truly UTR to find by your letter, 


your father is fo ill, Yes, my Louiſa, though 
perſonally unknown to that excellent man, I 
eſteem, his character and revere bis virtues, in- 


4 dependent, of his near affinity to the beloved of 


I bo Aays 
my. heart. 1 Pope * e 
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ſuangers 3 It will be ſome time ifi-my:power to 


offer a title and fortune to eee, 
his lovely daughter, that even Mr. Somners 
| himſelf may not think unworthy of her. 


I have 2 to mention concerning the 


fair Adeline, that moves my wonder, which 


is, her objection to the tender paſſion. Many 
gentlemen have made oyertures to her, but ſhe 
refuſes them all; yet in ſuch a manner that 
binds. them, faſter in their chains. Her ſweet- 


_ neſs and gentle demeanour prevents their hopes 


rom, being entirely deſtroyed, while her ſtea- 


dy refuſal almoſt drives them to. diſtraction. 
Among the moſt perſevering of her lovers is 
the Earl of Arundel : the character of this 


dould never raiſe a report to his diſadvantage. 
His perſon is in general thought particularly 
Sandfome ; his eſtate, a clear thirty _ thouſand 
eu; and vet, with all theſe recommenda- 


tions, the beautiful Miſs Belville flies his loye. 


"Why, i is this, my dear Louiſa? ſurely, ſhe muſt 
have ſome particular reaſons for her conduct; 
ſome latent prepoſſeſſion that renders her inflex- 

ible. ta the moſt animating: of ſenſations, The 
regard 1 really feel. for your amiable Adeline, 


makes me thus ſalicitous to know what mo— 
tives influence her refuſal. She has acted a 
| eee ee eee | 


\ nobleman. is ſa unexceptionable that envy itſelf 


e FEMALE STABILITY. 
Which L ſhould eſteem myſelf ungrateful, if I did 
Hot endesvour to return it: my chief motive for 
this enquiry is ©ccaſfioned by the following par- 
ticular cireumſtance. Having accidentally met 
the Barl of Arundel at a route, where the con- 
_ 'verſation turned on the beauty of Mifs Belville, 
theigentiemen loudly proteſted the was the moſt 
"angelick lady that had appeared for many years. 
I was filent, upon which one of them afked my 
opinion: I anfwered, as I had the honour to 
be well acquainted with Mifs Belville, 1 could 
not only fay F thought her che fineſt woman in 
England, but could likewiſe affert ſhe was the 
"mot accompliſhed, and that the charms of her 
mind were equalled only by thofe of her perfon. 
I obſerved Lord Arundel feemed greatly elated 
| 2 eee but no more paſſed at 
ans Tue next morning, r i SAR: a 
Tervant' informed me the 'Farl of Arundet was 
at che door, in his chariot, ant begged leave to 

to me. As T had never feen him till the 
preceding night, 1 was greatly ſurprized, but 
"defired he might be fhewn into the library, 
where I was: he foon appeared, and addrefſed 
ine thus: 4 vou no doubt wonder, Captain 
Pfreemerz d ſee a fan, thus early, at your 
houſe, Am you bearcely kriow by ſight.” 
5. men ee reaſon iy” (anſwered 1, 
£131 Lord- 
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" Miu de afur6'T Able at K "bes 
you" will Be featetl.“ 1 YGur reteption,” f- 
turned he, San the character T heard of 
Captain Freemer, to be a juſt one. We then 
fat don; and he proceeded thus}"<the queſ⸗ 
tion I am going to alk you, ür, m — 4 appeat | 
impertinent; ard what T have no right to de- 
mand ; but if you have ever experienced the fe- 
verity of love, you will anfwer me candidly.” 
I affure yu, my Lord, I have felt that paſ⸗ 
fion in its greateſt exceſs; and, if it is in my 
power, will anſwer your queſtion with truth 
and Candour.“ Th Tay y ou have felt that 
painful ſenſation Heh, Hir, tell me if it is not 
for Mils Betyilte ) you WE felt it Te « No 
upon my kqnour. * e Well, then,” reptica | 
he, © 1 am bappy: dear Freemer, vou have ; 
infinity obliged 1 me by this explicit; anſwer.” 
T rejoice, 3 my Lord, it has been in m Ls 
0 0, remove y your anxiety); | but give me. 
f& you, why you thought I I was devoted.t Ni 
eautiful Adeline 42 By.3 your 1 Ka: 5 
nie F anſwered he, 1 conject 
en ene e eee pee 
map, Who. e wich her afeRions 
LY e Mig Belyilie wk => 


| „Jeu in, e ol of . the hi e 

wn AtTor .  returne 

e tk het me „Waking all, night; 
"came t 


home full oof j Jea- 
the reſolution of 'wait- 
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ing on, vu and, concludedg if you were 
indeed | theamiable man had heard, you would 


remove my doubts by, a generous explanation. 


8 I ſhall: ever congratulate. myſelf for the fortu- 


nate expedient; and regard yqu as one to whom 
L have. infinjte. obligations. « My Lord, you 
greatly .over-rate..a matter ſo trifling. It is 
true, I am not the lover of miſs Belville, but I 
am ſincerely her friend; and I fatter myſelf ſhe 
honours. me with a ſhare of her val uable eſteem. 
| Thelady. who poſſeſſes her intire confidence i is the : 
| unrivalled miſtreſsof my heart: by hermeansI be- 
came acquainted with the fair Adeline, andob- 
tained her friendſhi Py which, I hope I ſhall pre- 
ſerve to the end of my life. Between theſe two la- 
dies there exiſts the moſt perfect love and amity; 
| not a thought of either is concealed. from the 
- other; ſchoal-fellows, and conſtant - compani- 
pp very | lately, when they were feparated 
a Particular e The la ady you 
menten f is Miſs Somgiers ;” anſwered be, 40 I 
haye heard Miſs Belville ſpeak of her Louifa in 
the moſt exalted terms; but ſhe is out of the 
n e at preſent, is ſhe not!“ 4 She je, 
thy. Lard; and fince/you have! diſcovered the 
tidy who poſe miy heart,” let me intteat/you 
Rem con fine it to your own' breaſt : ſoine private 
s oblige" me to make this tequeff. ee Vb 
may depend upon my filence,” ' replied he, 


ata” 


gti 
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the leaſt utieaſineſs.”. But may I not Pico 
through you, that Miſs Somners will inter- 
cede with her friend in my behalf ? The lovely 


Adeline has declined my paſſion, and forbids 


me to hope; but as 1 aer find ſhe favours 
any one more than me, I ſtill au ſtatter 


myſelf ſhe may at laſt relent. If I could 


gain Mr. Somners and his daughter to my 
intereſt, I ſhould not deſpair; for ſo impli- 
citly does Miſs Belville regard their recom- 


mendation, that it would have great — 1 


with her im my favour. I would write 80 
Sommers, but I am fearful; ſhe. would tbe 1 


fende at it. If vous Captain, "fel 


Aſe your intereſt, and not let Adeline know I 
had preſumed. to aſk Miſs Somners's mediation, 
I ſhould ever look upon you as the man to whom 
_ 1' owed. more than my life,” I promiſed 1 
would do all in my power for him; and we 
| 2 n ench other He is 

ing an intimacy which I ſhall 
— ohm he is far the moſt agree- 
able and amiable nobleman I know. I haye relat- 
ed the whole of our converſation, my beloved 
Louiſa, that you. might uſe your; own good 
ſenſe, in judging how far you would intercade 
for him, as you are beſt acquainted with the 
motives from which Miſs Belyills acts. All] 


de- 


2 — 


have to ſay, is, that Lord Arundel really feels | 
the wald een a Adeline, and 
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deſeryes hex love; the gentle heart of my 
Eouifa ill more effecually. plead for him = 
any, thing I can ſay. Farewel, moſt adored of 
women Suffer me to wait in full expectation | 
of an anſwer. as ſoon as ; poſſible ; and in. the 
mean time believe, no time nor unten can 


alter the affections af your, moſt devoted 
v 01 291 _ by (CHARLES Eperuzs. 
* lech nies ton Lindt 1 2 28 

Si. bees Thomrzos 10 ene Fazemsn. 
271% ren N Ne blur A edin. 

Me e blot Ablpr Perl. 
4 FOE 1 ht wich joy and 
rapture for your feet Eouifa's permi non te 
write to her, arrive Jan es 1 ds Euntg down 


been (cultivated with the greateff ente 


codinner. Ido, indeed, congratulate you en this 


„ eee in your affairs” may you be as 
happy us you merit, and no man's lot of feli- 
ctty in this Workd will excited vous, 1 have 
ſpent ſeveral days ur Pr D fines: L iwrotg 
| and am each” Hour more 3 
Pia Rbenten. The Feethefs of Grfpoſttion 
the is füftreſs of, "difcovers trletf im cv 
me ütters. Her maturaf unczerftanding 


— 
wxeellent mother, whoſe khöwledgę of the 
World is vety extenſive. Jofhed to 4 Hberal 
5 education, lde has 2 taſte for the fine arts be- 
Fond any woman 1 ever met with! She tas 
InftruRed ker "EVE 3 as well as 


orna- 
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ochamental knowledge5 and we muy juſtly 
pronounce that Miſs Abinton, though never 
near che capital, is qualified: to make a very 
diſtinguiſhed figure in the moſſt brilliant aſſem- 
bly Upon x aſdal, tha infinite penfectons 
the ppſſeſſes, awes me into ſilence; and I have 
vot dared to make-a declaration-af mylore. 1 
fink ſo, very, much. ona campariſan, with this 
lovely. gril: L am aſhamed . do be ſo ve 


ef hers); L haxe more than on 


give words to my feelings, bur —— 
ing che innocent dignity that ſhines in her 
be „ features, Lihave not deen able c 
ſpeak: a Mrd. O Frermer I find, on an im- 
partial reviews Lhave hitherto lived ia veryJiuale 
purpoſe the eonduct-of Mrs. Abiaton. to her 
indigent neighbours; has made me bluſh; for 
my. paſt-pegleR. It isctrue I. have beſtowed. 
| or rather » appropriated money Fon! Charitable 

uſogs hut lefsitheidilpoſal of it.toothers, when, | 
perhaps..the, diſtreſſed; haue bal Hs a n 
Marr of, mA ill-ennlidened: bounty z While hs 
lady, does nat gn) reliere Their diſtreſs, hut 
ne — thexſclt, adds to 
| wiſer man by far far 


; the heart of e ae aer wich ſenſar 
tions f. gere n anger. men- Fit hr 
the happieſt. of t if, I am not deſtined 
far ds pI ball * arten 
al | 5 enn 
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find, [Precuay/obverplcdantere: de- 
3 upon Miſs Abinton's reception of my 
love: if ſhe ſhould deſpiſe me, adieu to-every 
kope; my liſe will hereafter be à blank - but 
wy the" ſmiles om my! paſſion,” I would not 
change ſituation — of Emperor. She ſeems 
t regard me as ſhe dees every" perſon who en- 
deavours to oblige her: a feet complacency 
ſits on her face when Lappear, and ſhe grants 


VE Seeds eh apparent pleaſure, either to 


walk or ride. Her mother never oppoſes any 
Sf. ont Httle parties open and unſuſpecting 
del the ſeorns tire idea of doubting the ho- 
nur of others. | In:theſeiexturſions Harriet is 
| everchearfil,-and- delighted with my. attempts 
0 pleaſe her, She often tells me ſhe fears I 
mall tire my invention! to oblige to her, and 
Wiſhes it was in her power to return the many 
Favours I have heaped on- her. The gratitude 


8 i} dg itipels theſe 
_ Expreſſions, unmbbed with aitehderet ſenfation. 
 E have fo totally loſt my gaicty, that Mifs 
Thompſons are quitluticafy. - The folly of 
| love'(to uſe their expreſſions)- des Mien Entire | 
_ poſſeſſion of mi and Fame ae, The 

All-nature of Miſs nd longer an uſes me; 
no longer the beauty of Nature pleaſes my eye, 
ede, ie but in the ſo- 
* 51 : ciety 


* 
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ciety of my Harriet; I will tell her how much 
Ileve ber, and truſt to her ſweetneſs ſor a. re- 
return : but if ſhe ſhould daſh all my hopes at 
| once and forbid me too ſee her, I ſhall indeed 
de miſerable. Her mother may refuſe her [weet. 
child to my wiſhes and forbid me to think of 
herz but could I obey an injunction ſo iiaàrih, 
it is impoſſible to reſign my hopes; I muſt 
reſign my life. frſt. 1 can now truly ſympa· 
thize with your former anxieties; anxieties ſo 
ſimilar to my on. My aunt Thompſon is ag 
much in love with the mother of my Harriet, 
am with her; e are continually together, 
and fo great are the merits; of both ladies, that 
even. Miſs. Betty is infinitely ſond of them. I. 
hear the voice of Mrs, Abinton below; Imuſt 


- 


attend her. "xx w. FS; 


Load 2d. 4493 a $56 bn et Ta 
The amiable. woman came to inſorm my 
aunts, ſhe, and Harriet would ſpend: the day 
with them too to-morrow : if Jean aſſume 
courage enough, I wi:l inform Miſs Abinton 
how much I love her. Though more company 
is expected, I will diaw her aſide if poſſible, 
and endeavour to engage her pity. Wiſh me 
ſucceſs, Freemer.: before you have this my 
fate will be fixed. My time is expired in 
which I uſed, to leaye Aſhley- park, but can yo 
vonder at my ſtay.?,,, My affectionate aunts are 
lad to detain me on anz account, and moſt 
Aken you will nat fee me this age. Far wels 
be alfured you will ever be eſteemed RR 
8 | Janes Tromeson, 
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2 2. ee my Adeline blames er 
Hartiet's negligence, and had were than once 


thought her unt ind. Ho acknowledge the truth, 
my dear Miſs Belville, I did not know how to 


anſwer your laſt. I had flattered myſelf, Sir 
James I hompſon was entirely indifferent to 
me; and I wW˖maßs aſhamed to acknowledge, even 
to yon, he Was not. Four“ penetration had 
diſcoyered the ſecretthrough the thin diſguife, 
and you told me I already felt a Krong partia- 
lity for him. You judged right; 1 do, indeed, 
regard him - too tenderly for my peace: and 
what will my Adeline Tay; when I declere 1 
dave not the lenſt reaſon! to ſuppoſe I am be- 
loued by hini ? yet eam not conquer the fen+ 
Cal ſtel in his favour." Sir James treats 
me with the greateſt politenefs, but with no 
particular affections if he loved me, various 
as have been his opportunities, de inight have 
declared his affection; but *wherefore ſhould 1 | 
entertain am idea of that ſort * tis plain he re- 
gards me it no other light than that of a friend, 
and I ſlatter my feif I. ſhall do nsthing to for- 
feit his friendſtrip. Believe me, I could be con- 
. bis eſbeem. . he will b . 
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Th woman, who is honoured with tis love, 
muſt be indeed inſenſible if ſhe does not make 
4 him ſo. My mother ſees and pities my partia- 

Hty; My dear Harriet,“ ſaid ſlre, this mor- 
ning, von ftrive in vain to hide your feelings 
from my obferving eyes; yout - A Bas 

_ knows not deceit: I ſee you love Sir James:“ 
T coloured at chis unexpected ſpeech. . 'Nay;?? 
continued ne,; taking my hand, yon need 
not bluſh at à ſuſceptibility fol a man ſo wor- 
thy as he is: you would be to blame, in- 
deed,” for ſuffering your heart to be engaged by 
one leſs meritorious. But as it is, you need 
not apptehend my cenſure,” On, my dear 
mama, pity your poor girl, Who has not 
been able to preſerve her heart from the too 
agreeable youth: my eaſy nature rendered me 
leis guarded than L ought to be, and I am juſtly 
miſerable. Heaven forbid, my ſerdet child, 
exclaimed ſhe z- but hy are you thus uneaſy?” | 
« Have I not reaſon, madam? Do I not en- 
tertain a partiality for Aa man that returns it 
not? and can I be otherwiſe than miſerable ?” 
_ ©. Compoſer yourſelf, my dear, and we will talk 
over this matter calmly. Why ſhould you 
imagine Sir James is inſenſible to your merit ? 
I would not flatter you; but I rather think he 
is not. Why does he. conſtantly ſeek your 
company, if he looks-on you-with indifference ? 
I my e I rather "_ 
gar 
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gards you with the eyes of affection; but if he 
ſhould not, you have, I;acknowledge,. a diſa- 


— 9 greeable taſk to go through. Lo conquer gur- 
ſelves, is a very difficult matter; and though 


a neceſſary ſtudy, it is too often entirely ne- 


glected : yet, hard as it is, you muſt endeavour 


to aceompliſ it. I do not blame you for loy- 
ing Sir James; I allow him. to be ,a moſt ami- 


able and agreeable man: but if you find he 
returns it not, I ſhould. think you greatly defi- 
cient in reſolution, if you ſuffered your attach- 
ment to get the better of your health, and made 
Nellect, my Harriet, ho much harder it would 


be, was your affection mutual, and you were 
obliged to reſign your lover by the commands 


of a parent, although no reaſon could be given 
for ſuch an exertion of authority, but Whim 


and caprice; his fortune and family equal to 
your own, and nothing but a wayward diſpo- 
ſition to oppoſe your union; how much greater 
would your trials be than at preſent, when you 


have nothing but your inclination to combat 


againſt?” Oh, my dear madam,“ (anſwered 
10 ſighing) „1 fear your poor Harriet is fo 
weak, ſhe will be à long time conquering 


- '6bſtinate inclinations.” I can allow 
for you, my dear,“ returned The, “ T have 


myſelf experienced the difficulty of conquering 


a firſt love: indeed; 1 T 'fay, I a ei 


© #4 22 ; 
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an impoffibility; bur yet L did ſo far A 


better of myfelf, as to ſacrifice Colonel Abin⸗ 
ton · for a numder of years to the commands of 


my mother who Rated him: He was the moſt 


amiable of men; and poſſeſſed my heart entirely. 
For a confiderable time; he viſited me by my 
mother's approbation ; but fuddenly the in- 


formed me, I muſt reſign all thoughts of him; 
as ſhe had diſcovered his political principles 


were contrary to her's; and as the was very te- 
nacfous on this head; it was reaſon enough for 
| breaking off our connection. I ventured to ex- 
poſtulate on his merjts, and ſincere attachment 


to me, but ſhe told me, I muſt refolve to give | 


up the Colonel, or never expect her favout; 
As 1 loved her tenderly; I yielded to my duty, 
and reſolved to obey her; but when T informed 


the Colonel of her cruel deferynbiation, T found _ 
he was too fondly beloved by me; to bear the 
idea of a ſeparation. He wept, he knelt, and 


begged I would fly with him; but although he 


was, indeed, infinitely dear to me; I determin- 


ed not to act in contradiction to my duty. 


is Ceaſe, Colonel Abinton,” anfwered I, & ceaſe 


to perſuade me; I will not conſent to leave my 
mother's roof; but be aſſured no ether man 
ſhall ever poſſefs that heart you x have ſoentirely 


ſhall never behold you more; conſent, ' for 


Heaven's fake, to marry me privately; as I am 
Vol. I. . L 5 ordered 


engaged. * My Harriet,“ replied he, « I 


\, 


+ as 4 
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ordered abroad: perhaps if vou loſe chis "yy 
gortunity, we ſhall never again haye another. 
Your cruel, parent may force you into a hated 


185 marriage, and you will be loſt to. me for ever.” 


I was going to anſwer him when my mother 
ruſhed into the room, and after railing at him 
in the moſt violent manner, forced me half 
dead com his fight, and, confined me to my 
chamber till my lover was gone abroad; which 
he was obliged to do without once ſeeing me, 
or being able to convey a letter. For .two 
| whole years I underwent every miſery you. can 
imagine. The Colonel WAS. continually i in my 
thoughts, and I was inſenſible to every thing 
but my loſs, when the ill health of my mother. 
rouſed me from my ſorrowing lethargy. 
Though ſhe had been the means of miſery to 
me, and torn me from the man I loved; yet 1 
found my natural affection ſo ſtrong, that her 
apprehended diſſolution filled me with the moſt 
diſtracting fears. „She was pleaſed with the 
affection, I diſcovered during her illneſs, and 
often, regretted her conduct in regard to the 
Colonel. For two years longer ſhe languiſhed, 
uring which, time we heard nothing from my 
.dward.'.The regiments were ſtill abroad, A 
| L never received a line ae ue 46.1 
When Lhad attained my rromutpeſecond year, 
my mother paid the debt of nature. I lament- 
" her Hof e and, as the. . 
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no charms for me, I ſoon quitted it, and re- 
turned to London, where we had a numerous 
acquaintance. My fortune was a very good 
one, and I had quickly many admirers. . But 
- my dear Edward {till ingroſſed my love, though | 
I thought him no longer an inhapitant of this 
world. As I did not chuſe to live by myſelf, 


I boarded with a gentleman and lady, who had ; 1 


formerly been intimate with my mother. 


One day, on entering a room where we were 5 


going on a viſit, I beheld a gentleman ſtanding 

by the chair of a beautiful young lady, who 

thought greatly reſembled Colonel Abinton: 
the noiſe we made, cauſed him to look round, 


when, indeed, I was convinced it was no 


other. He knew me inſtantly, and flew to- 
watds me juſt time enough to prevent my 
falling on the floor. On recovering my ſenſes, 

1 found myſelf in his arms. As I opened my 
eyes, he exclaimed. She lives, my Harriet 
lives, and I ſhall * the happieſt of men. 
My emotions rendered me very unfit to remain 
in company; I therefore begged leave to retire. 


The Colonel attended me home, where we en- | 


joyed the exquiſite ſatisfaction that muſt natu- 
rally ariſe from the unexpected meeting of two 
_ perſons infinitely dear to each other, who had 
been ſo. long ſeparated; We related all that 
had paſſed during our cruel abſence, I found 
mm Edward * ſeveral letters to me; 

2 but 


\ — ü ; 
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but hot knowing I was gone from our former 
teſidenee, he had directed them there; which 
was the reaſon of my never receiving chem. 
Colonel Abinton would have pet ſuaded me 
es give kim my hand the next day, leſt any 


mis fortune ſhould intervene to prevent dur 
unſen; but I was reſolved te ſtay till my 


moutning was expired ; at the end of whith time 


we wete united.“ Here my mother ceaſed 
Ipeaking: I had attended te her little recital 
Vith the greareſt curioſſey, in hopes ſhe would 
have gone through ker life; but finding fie 
Nopt at ker marriage, I addreſſed Her thus: I 
am i ately obliged to you, madam, for the 
hiſtory you have Favoured me with, and I hope 
1 Hl profit by your excellent magnanimity, 
and pridefices but Will you not continue your - 
inſtructive narrative?“ «<< Some" other time, 
iy dear Harriet, anſwered the, I only 
ment to inform you in chat manher I pro- 
veeched in à eaſt more difficult than your's, ia 
brder 20 inſpire you with reſolution, if you. 
Fould be ordained to fo great a tryal, as 4 
-conguct over your hrart. I am happy to find 
this Irie dra Has bauiſhed, for a moment, 
ke e that clogds your Countenance -: 
Ido not expect you-ſtwuld conquer 
- Fox Sir Jars in a moment, if it ſhould bens 
ceſſury to de t: but you mult not piye your 
und do Fru left — AT 
"oy 5 * 
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your creator, who has hitherto preſerve} yay 
| free from misfortunes.” I promiſed my cx+ 
cellent mother to ſtruggle againſt my inclina- 
don; and, if poſfible, get the better of my 
weakneſs : and fo I will, my Adeline; thank 
heaven, Bir James is ignorant of my folly, and 
does not defpife me: | could not bear to be 
deſpiſed by him; indeed I could net. For- 
give me, my dear friend, for taking up ſo 
much ef your time with my own concerns; but 
I wilf ao longer engroſs it en ſuck a ſubject. 
Bir Edward Wilmer s letters have robbed me 
of many tears: Oh, Adeline, what a fituation 
is his! a man ſo amiable, fo good a heart, torn 
by defpair! how I feel for him! the Eart 
ſhares my pley; but the wretched Sie Ed- 
| ward has the greateſt part of it: he has the 

pangs of hopeleſs love, and violated friend- 
ſhip to ſuſtain; while my Lord has only the 
Giſappointment of his paſſion to regret. Great 
as that his, is ſituation is preferable to his 
friend's. Let meentreat you to ſoften, as much 
as poſſible, the rigour of Sir Edward's fate : 
reſtore him, by your ſweetneſs, to his own 
good opinion. I dare not plead for him, or 
Lord Arundel, my Adeline, would be offended 
at it: I ſhare in your uneaſineſs,' on the account 
of Mr. Somneys; but I am in great expectation 
che ſouth of France will intirely re-eſtabliſh: 
| 200 . and be the means of prolonging his 


od va. 
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valuable fe." Adieu, my Adeline; pity my 
weakneſs; I will endeavour to conquer my in- 

elinations, and bring my emotions within the 
bounds of prudence. Forget not to write every 
thing that occurs zt Myrtle-Grove; as both 
my mother and myſelf are very much intereſted 
in the concerns of my beloved miſs Belville. 
My mama has juſt informed me ſhe. is going to 
ſpend the day at Aſhley- park, and bids me pre- 
| pare to attend her. I ſhall hardly have time to 
dreſs for this important viſit; ah, my Adeline, 
far too important to me] but I am determined 
to behave with propriety; and merit the friend 
ſhip with Which you honour me. My mother 
begs her beſt love to you:; and.accept; a 
8 e ever 7 affectionate 
| 5 Hanner Anzsron, 


AF 


wy bz to a. Arzvros, "1 
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; "5M ates ch my Harriet's defire, 1 
will ſet down'all that occurs material enough 
for her inſpection. \ Yeſterday | we ſpent the 
day, according to our appointment, at Bel- 
mont- abbey: we arrived early, and were re- 
ceived with the greateſt cordiality by the whole 
circle. The Earl appeared happier than I had 
ſeen him for ſome days; but poor Sir Edward 
wore a —— * upon his counte- 
Vo E | Nance 
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mance that pained me very-inuch.. Charlotte 
_ - propoſed; walking in the wilderneſs behind the 
-houſe, which we accordingly did. As I had 
not ſeen this beautiful labyrinth before, Þ was 
ſtruck dumb with admiration. Picture to your- 
ſelf a large piece of ground ſhaded with high 
trees of various ſorts; at the foot of each grew 
every flowering ſhrub and beautiful plant with 
vhich the hand of nature has ornamented the 
earth: the perfumes ariſing from this combi- 
nation of ſweets were exquiſite; various little 
paths appeared in all parts of this enchanting 
place, as if no labour or pains had been em- 
ployed in forming them, but all was the work 
of unaſſiſting nature; a brake in the wood 
gave us the agreeable proſpe& of a diſtant caſ- 
_ cade, which, fell in foaming torrents from the 
top of an artificial rock, and emptied itſelf in 
2 large canal that run in ſilver ſtreams all 
through the paddock that fronts the houſe. 
_ Charlotte and the gentleman enjoyed my ſur- 
rize without ſpeaking, and we left the beau- 
Le: view of the water-fall, and again entered 
| intg the thickeſt part of the wood. After ſeve- 
; ral. intricate türnings and windings through 
! nartow paths, adorned on each fide by Flora's 
| gayeſt gifts, we ſuddenly appeared at the bot- 
tom of a noble walk arched entirely over, about 
fifteen feet from the ground, with jeſſamines, 


boneyſuckles, and every odoriferous yy 
war e L 4 
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ttt ee aide brightel 
derdure; the gray carpet beneath our feet ad- 
ded a freſhneſs e ee Hans inc 
. e raced heautied, by the 
—— LAT} 
the avenue; the door of which preſented two 
deautiful pillars of Jaowy marble arnamented = 
with gold; ſeveral little golden Cupids ap- 
_ - peared hovering round the top of the temple, 
which waceatizely built of alabaſter ; the ſteps - 
_  whereon: | the piliars| ſtood were elegantly 
formed; on the enen en * 
Rag pron; : | 


/ hob Lone and Harmony teig bre. 


which the Earl had no fboner audibly pronoun 
Ded, thag a fweet ſound of diſtant muſick ſtruck 

up; the airs they play ed were melapchoty, and 

' the effect they had is not to be deſeri „Far- 
Veulatly on Sir Edward, who appeared loft | in 
painful deſpondency. My wonder was 
Freaſed, when on approaching the temple I 
perceived a little figure dreſſed in white fawn, 
With wings at his ſhoulders, and his bow and 
_ arrow lying by kim, his arrow blanted and 
his bow unſtrung, riſe from behind à laurel 
Where he lay 3; and held an open pa- 
per in bis hand, which he Bk ob me. 1 
Pg eel Ver, * 
10 "Thy | 
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g eben cas mi, umme. 


N. a tho?” they ſurely kill ;. 
And can. that mind preſerve its wonted reſt? 
ASD de chat lake * ? 


| = 8 as Lowe ue; his . 
And dreads thy. anger if hefliſts“ his bour; 
Tot fill youthald:enclos'd the gen! rous heart,, 


Who ' groans in bondage, yet adores the for- 
| = 3 Be dr We „ . | 


Relent, fair nymphs and enter my retreat; 
Fay tomy injur d po r. gontrition dur. 
Nor fear a Alval beauty. there to meet. 
. e n chaten: to oui. 


Wh 11 TIN theſe Rus curpeid to 
the. recen of the little god,. but found 
Je was gene- I yow: brake, the ſilence we hag! 
preſerveg,..and: addrefled mylalf to. Miſs Dun- 
Kannon : Tell me, Charlotte, if we really ate 
upan crib ; or. do wwe tread the ground of ſome 
aeunchantreſs? every. ching I fee bears the ap- 

Denrance of gnpgic.. Vu. muſt thank theſe: 
USO mmagie las, Aggline,” Anplavered ſhe, * fer 
ey are the compares of in lan, A date 8 
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you; but we have not ſeen the inſide of the 
_ temple: if you are not afraid 2 enter the re- 
ſidence of Cupid; follow me.” 'We did ſo, 
and here I had freſh, reaſon to be amazed; the 
magnificence of the inſide \ was ſuperior to the 
out; the temple conſiſted of | one oval room; 
the ceiling of which was orhamented — 
lovely paintings from the Heathen hiſtory 
one corner we beheld. Thetis riſing from — 
azure bed to comfort! the mourning | Achilles 
for the death of his beloved friend; in another, 
Venus lamenting her dear Adonis; here weeps 
the poor diſtracted Ariadne, and there appears 
the roſy god of wine. The figures were ſo 
animated, and the expreſſion ſo lively, that for 
a moment one might have thought the paint 
had life, and they really regarded us from ſome 
ſuperior reſidence. In the midſt of the ceiling 
Venus appeared ſeated in her chariot; while 
the gentle doves bore her with fleeting pinions 
over the azure "clouds. AsT am a paſſionate 
admirer of paintings, I ſhould have chained 
my attention much longer to theſe inimitable 
| pieces of exquiſite workmanſhip, had not the 
nearer approach of the muſick called my eyes 
from their employment; but although T heard 
if nearer; I could not perceive” the performers, 
which gave an Air of myſtery truly applicable 
' to this romantic ſcene. png: F or heayen's ſake, 
my Lord, Jail. I, . explain bo 
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wrought with ſuch exquiſite taſte andelegance. Joi 
If it has given you any ſatisfaction, my 

lovely Miſs Belville, (anſwered he) I am 
happy; it was done merely to entertain you. 
Sir Edward and myſelf were the projectors; and 
if-it has had the, deſired effect, we are amply 
paid for the little trouble: we have been at in 
procuring it.. TLour politeneſs, my Lord, 
(anſwered I) is only equalled by the. delicacy 
of your taſte: for the entertainment I have 
chis day received, I:ſhall-look upon myſelf as 
under infinite obligations, both to your Lord- 


ſhip: and your friend.“ Such an acknow- 


ledgment, madam, (anſwered Sir Edward) a 
man would: hazard his life to obtain: talk not 
of obligations; they are ours, that you have 
deigned to regard our efforts to give you plea- 
ſure; with complacency 3 but if you will per- 
mit me, I will now lead you where you have 
not yet been. I gave him my hand; my 
Lord took Charlotte s. - Sir Edward . 

door I had not ſeen, and we entered another 
room as large as the. former, where we found 
an elegant collation prepared, and Mrs. Dun 
cannon, Mrs. Evelin, and Colonel Medway, 
aſſembled. Charlotte bluſhed at the unex— 
pected appearance of her lover, who. advanced, 
with an intention to ſalute her f butrihe fleur. 
back, exclaiming, No faith, Medway, none 
ef your tooling; what, brought you _ 


— 
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. A.carriage ani four good borſes, Mi Dun- 
cannon.” + Well but who invited you? 
«Your celle mother, my Charlotte.” 
_ <<. Your Cirarlotte, indeed! repeated ſhe, and 
turning ſhort upon ber heel, declared in a low 
tone, ſhe-was ſo glad to foe poor George, the 
Wh ee «-Upon.my 
word, (faid-your-Adeline): I ſhould have im- 
ginodquizethe conta, by your reception of 
the Colonel. hol nonſenſe, child 
there is nothing in chat: hewould give himſelf 
' wirs if I un not violentlyftately.?” «1 know 
l (anfvered I) who gives themſelves airs.” 
„Hold yeur tongue, Adeline, here come the 
Colonel to me as a man be greathy eee med: 
] was fearful be might imagine the Earl was 
on a more intimate footing chan he really was, 
and I took great pains to undecave him. 
Abe friend" of my friend, my Lord, (an- 
baren T) will be erer — — 
| noured we ch > Bite” —— 4 
regard Colonel Medway, independent” of "his 
_ own merits, on your account,” * Oh, m 
beloved Addcline, yes need mot take lach-cate 
to inform him I am no heart; he 
will too ſoon diſeever#t.?? . Ham, huſh, my 
Lord, cis e 
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Kave abrady difcovered {replied Colonel Med- 
way: chat in beauty and underflantong Mif 
BeJville has mot ſuperior.” Ob heavenst 
_ Qhatrllotte) how thoſe guardians 
of. the nation ib! Non [have told me at leaſt 

whole ſex ; ſo de not believe à word he ſays, 
Adeline. I am ſure hie infemal highneſs wes 
u ſoldier, and he, ou know, is the father af 
Jyes, and all his ret! coat deſcendants take aſter 
him. My charming Oharlotte (repliad ha, 


baking her band) * you are infinitely beauti- 


ful.“ „ What, as Venus? Ha! my picture s 
inithe next 4oom;;..an admirable likeneſs, I can 
aſſure you; come along, and you ſhall ſee it. 
There I am, loves und dart, awd fawers and 
| bowers,, and all the axtillery of hearts and 
Auarts, and Cnyids and ſtupids, like yourſelf.” 
_ Away. the ran, we all followed her, and with 
the other ladies walked over again the ſwaet 
waldergeſs.: the Colonel and. Mrs. Evclin. were: 
as much enamaured with the beauties I have: 
deſcribed. as me. had been. Me returned to the 
temple, where we were to ding, and were re- 
ceived. at the door hy the little fetJow: who had 
__ given me the vexſes. He lifted his ba as wr 
approached, but thnew it- at my feet. I- was 


| delighted with-the child, hich groved to be- 
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long to ſome perſon in the village, and had 
been inſtructed by the gentlemen how to bo- 
have. We paſſell a moſt delightful day in the 
temple of love, till our ſweet little entertainer 
fell aſleep: he was conveyed home about eight 
'&clodk; and we. wandered in this enchanted 
und till near twelve, the muſic playing all 
Wee Phe ſtillneſs of the night, and bright- 
neſs of the moon, added greatly to the ſplen- 
dour of the ſcene ; and it was with reluctance 
we took our leave, to return home, (which; at 
laſt we did.) As I have wrote ſo long a let- 
ter in a ſtile ſo very romantick, I will here 
cloſe my relation, and reſume my pen 5 
he: be fer Want „ 
EET! - ApBLINE Buoyaue, 
24 Tat Lot bets n 8 
ite . Buiviuuein « Continuation. T 1 
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1 Left you ſussenlyi roi Harriet, on the 

cloſe of our feet viſit to Belmont-abdey. I 
will now proceed to inform you what happened 

_ afterwards. At parting, Sir Edward found an 

_ opportunity to entreat my permiſſion to paſs 7 

half an hour with him this morning, as he was | 

_ obliged” to leave the "country for a time: (1 
turned my eyes of him, his was full of the moſt 

anxious expreſſion.) © I thought of my dear 

| . aa he looked ſo * could not 

* | make 


4 


1 
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3 «lhe din wretched. 


* 


„ Vou may come, Sir 
Edward; as a friend you ſhall ever be a wel- 


come gueſt.” | He kiſſed my hand in ſilent 
rapture: he would have ſpoke, but words 
were denied him. Compoſe” yourſelf, my 


amiable friend,” ſaid your Adeline: << remem- 


ber, by this emotian you pain the ſincereſt of 
hearts. Generbus girl!“ at laſt he ex- 
claimed, where is thy equal ?”---Mrs; Eve- 
lin interrupted us: I gave him a compaſſionate 
look as the carriage drove away; and kiſſed my 
hand to him in particular. When we had loſt 
ſight of the abbey, over which the moon caſt an 
appearance unuſually venerable; Mrs. Evelin 
addreſſed me thus: It aſtoniſhes me, ne 


line, that you are able to withſtand the delica 
paſſion of Lord Arundel! the proof he has mY 
ven you this day, would be enough to melt the 


heart of any woman but yourſelf.“ Ah, 


madam! I acknowledge the generous love of 
that nobleman merits a better return; but my 
fault is involuntary. | I cannot regard the Earl 


tenderly; do you blame me for what I cannot 
help? Your not being able to return his love, 


Miſs Belville, implies a prepoſſeſſion for ſome 
other; ſor 


not honour me with 
dear madam, I do ſolemnly, proteſt the man 


lives dn can * my love f nor 
4 euer 


with your uncommon ſenſibility, 
you eannot be ineapable of love: why will you 
your confidence? « My 


— - © a ag 2457 
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ever ill: I do got with.to know the diſqui- * 
 *tudes attendant on that pan I am far hap- 
pier as I am at preſent, than I ean paſhby be 
An amarxied fate; I muſt, herefore, abiglutely 

_ Kcline enery overture that is made to me, f 
that ſort. * And aſſign no other reaſon,” 
aid the, “ man preference to a ſingle ſtate ! 
ah, Adeline] Adeline! ven have not been in- 
Larways::---but y will not favour me with 
your "nankdence.” 4 ] beg, Mrs. Evelin, 
vau will mat imagine Im afraid of tæuſting 
vou; indeed h wrang me: I have reaſang, 
anailam, that mould pan me infmitely to xe - 
deal: I promyſe yay hall be informed. of chem 
Lowe day of m lafes wut Jet me aſſurę vou. 
no perſon Living. is the gauſe of my xefufal.” 
_ 4. Pandoy me, Miſs Beluille; I would not 
_ anperiinently pry inte any thing. von might 
ith to congeal;, hut Ihavecheerd ſamething of 
un attachment hetwaen youaud the honourable 
Mr. Grenville, youngatt fon of Lord Brom- 
field. could not reſtrain m tears at this 
mention. of bis name. Mg. Euelin was very. 
much aſlected grief. Forgive me, 
my dear Adeline, aid the, 4 I Aid nat mean 
to miſeiſowiolant adams: hut I am cenvieced,. 
whe never-you well flo re the honour to inform. 
me the partiaulam ef your former liſe, I ſhall 
eſeam myſeif hl iged to h. Compoſe eur 


2 


| dekold your Lifor 7 ene * 
eee to my chamber; but not 


to ſleep: no, Harriet ; my melancholy thoughts 


kept me waking. This was the 25 time I 
had heard his name, for mare than three years, 
and I could hardly ſupport my ſorrow. Each 
wound, juſt cloſed, broke out afreſh ; and my 
{ad heart bled anew at every vein, All the next 
day I fpent alone; as Mrs. Evelin ſuffers me 
to paſs my time as I pleaſe, Towards the eve- 
ning I rambled to a little apartment I have, 
at the bottom of the grove; and took my pen 

to inform you of our charming expedition to 
Belmont -abbey. I gave the reins to my ima- 
gination; and was determined not to inter- 

ſperſe my recital with one melancholy. enprel- 
ſion, if L could avoid it: 1 ſucceeded very well, 


but I could not conquer myſelf fo far, as en- 


 firely ta ſappreſs the converſation which paſſed 
in the carriage, 


Fink r oy 


henſiue 1 mall Fuller my ſorrow to impair my 


conſtitution; no, believe me, your Adeline | 


can feel her misfortunes without Foking 2 
| them: would it not be murmuring at the 

eres of providence, to Gacrifice my peace p- 
5 - tirely? We have at » but a Hort time to 


4 ay! in chis abode of Dreien: many, and va- 


ious axe the * we meet with, i in order to 
r | make 


— 


ol 
IA %%% „ 
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| make us wiſh'to leave it; bur ſo partial is wan, 
"he yet prefers a Rttle longer refidence here, to 
all the joys of immortality: but it is a deſire, 
I believe, out nature ſuggeſts. Even my Au- 
guſtus, good as he was, would have wied 
5 here 1 a 1 e l 


* 


. - 
' Sg ® > 4 * 

4 # * 1 þ > ; 
L q 1 


a Iz: : 144 1 Idas 


e recoils, en the lake of kate, 

To change a certain for a doubtful fate: 

A. conſcience clear alone thoſe fears can — 
From that we hope a heaven, or an n 


92 aii! 4 7 Her rte. ie e 5 prog eren 1 


tt enen EA 
5 And it wa s that clear clear conſcience 345 Which . 


Ae TR 1 55 tyrant of his terrors, 


when he approache that beſt of men.. . Death 


bas no horror: for the innocent. Mr. Gren- 
. ville met his fte with the intrepidity of a bero: 
"he Tuffered © only from the tenderneſs of his 


3 _ dif; of 9 11 in being torn from perſons ſo dear to 
PX 


In my idea, f "ſee. kim now before me. 
muſt take a walk in the garden to recover 


FS © ul 1. - 


my e 1 fear Sir Edward will come 


and find me in this melanchaly temper, He 
needs not an addition to bis ſorrows. | | wa 
have contemplated the beauty of varieg gated 
nature, my Hane, and dave 78 dr to 
inform you, my mind W 12 fs wonted | 


1 18 ws 2 mat 1 33 of 
compoſure... n 
8 4 — * 5 ** A 
018 84-47 om rar atm e ue 
- _—_— w . . 7 
6 3} £29 * ; ' has 2 7 
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1 * 
„ 2 
14 | „ 


Wich reſignation fraught, we dare the bl-r 


Of keen mis fortune in her various form; 
Taught by religious myſteries to know 


1 * * calm will dean red e 


44 


1 610 you 1 had, A. little apartment in, the 
grove, where I am now ſeated ;.it is very pretty, 


and agreeibly ſituated ;/ the original intent of 


the building, was to keep birds in; but as Mrs. 


Evelin was very fond of it, ſhe converted it into 


a tea room: the windows, which are but two, 
front a large gravel walk which leads you to the 


grove; over, the tops, a. jeflamine ſpreads wide 
- its pleaſing ſhade, and in wild luxuriance grows 


all up the ſide of this retirement. It is orna- 


mented, on one hand, by a running ſtream 


1 _ whoſe gentle murmuring inſpires the moſt agree- 


7 


* 


ſweet fountain that caſts its ſilver liquid in many 
a bubbling ſpark towards the ſæy: the harmoni- 


ous notes of nature's choriſters lead the de- 7 


lighted ſenſes to the moſt-pleaſing contempla- 
tion. The elegance and unſtudied beauty of 
nature appears through the whole: landſcape. 


Here do] paſs the moſt agreeable. moments of 
my tim. I have furniſned this little reſidence 
* „ my twa favourite amuſe- 


OY ments 


able ſenſations: the proſpect is cloſed by a 


0 
1 5 > * 
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ments: theſe with my pen, in general, em ih 
my morning hours, when the reſplendent ſun 
grows too powerful to ſuffer me to walk. 
I ſometimes ſet my thoughts down in a poetic 
ſtrain ; but you will find by the/two little eſſa 

I have given you, I am no ee 
the Muſes. I ſee Sir Edward appear at the top 
of the walk, I muſt lay aſide my pen. 
Well, Harriet, he is gone; the amiable man 
has left me very melancholy. He approached 
with A lk of woe: 1 begged him to be ſeated. 
« L have repented ever fince I parted from you, 
my dear Miſs Belville, che folly of my behavi- 
our; but indeed, madam, it did not proceed 


from ingreritude ; T was too much affected by 
generoſity to expreſs myſelf with any.co- 
ere r 
puted my want of words to an infenſibility of 
yoir-gagdneſs ; but, believe me, it aroſe from the 
violence of my feclings. Aut ASS leine, 
I hall boon far happier if 1 Bad felt leſs.“ 1 
2 and 1 artily with 
ate“ u Tobe bleed with your good 
wiſhes; "adam, Ita net what I would got 
o | 6 You are  fenfible,” Sir Edward, 
it is very natural we aud with wall te our 
friends, and among; that aumbecr IL hold you.” 
* Weener 3 will be ſilene 
with 


. 9 . 
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your friendlhip, whatever it coſts me. 
Suffer me in that charaQer to contribute to-your 
 Flicity as much as in my power,”. Von are 
very obliging, fir, and may depend on it I will. 
trouble your friendſhip if 1 ſhould have cerca - 
fron.” << You make me infinitely happy, ma- 
damn eee to inform you I 
leave to- morto: a diſagreeable 
affair calls me to London. Have you any vm · 
mands I can execute ? None, I thank you, 
ſir; I am ſorry we are u going to loſe you: but 
you will return again.. If you do not for- 
- bid me, I mall.“ „ I forbid you! no, Sir 
Edward, believe me, I ſhall le on your re- 
turn as a real acquiſition to our little payties.” 
„% You are uniformly good, madam : and may 
I kvpe Lord Arundel will not advance higher 
in your regard during my abſence ? yet, how 
ſelfiſh is that with ? -Forgive me, I am not yet 
able to imitate your exceſſve 23 
would die to promote Harry's Fehicity in every 
thing but with you 3 yet, dear us he is to me, 
I could not bear to ſee him favoured.“ % You 
may lay afide your feurs, Sir Edward; my re- 
folurion, as I totd you long ago, is fixed, nor 
can the united efforts of the whole world ater 
my determination, I fhalll ever regurd the Earl =» 
as my friend, but in t other light; and you 
know, Sir Edward Wilmot, how 1 have ex- 
profied myſelf N I thank you, 
1.4 | | 4 | 4 | Ade» | 


* 


with 


we 


= 
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Adeline, for your delicate forbearance in not 
repeating your determinate ſentence in reſpect 
to me; but if I have nothing to fear from Lord 
Arundel, perhaps ſome happier man For- 
give me for thus hinting my ſuſpicions to you; 
but a love like mine is too violent to be com- 
manded. 1 do forgive and pity you, Sir 

Edward, and I aſſure you no man liy ing ſtands 
higher in my eſteem than yourſelf and Lord 
Arundel; nay, I may ſay, my affection; I 
regard you both with the love of a ſiſter; and, 
if you will give me leave, ever will.” I am infi- 
.nitely obliged to you for- the tender attachment 
you have for me; and as it is not in my power 
to return it as you wiſh, ſuffer me to look on you 
as my brother.” I will, my dear, angelic girl: 
yes, I muſt learn to be content with the title 
you have given me, and reſt ſatisfied if poſſible. 
But will you, amiable Adeline, honour me 


e by. accepting a ſmall memorial of my eſteem ? 
NED I have a little box, given me by my mother in 


her laſt moments. Take this, my Edward, 
ſaid ſhe, „and preſent it to the woman on 
whom you beſtow your heart ; and may ſhe be 

amiable, and make you happy.” | She breathed 
her laſt in my arms; (excuſe my ſenſibility, 
Miſs Belville, ). ſhe was the beſt of women.” 
le wiped a tear from his check : my eyes caught 
the ſoft infection, and ſtreamed apace. He ſoon 
| OOTY: himſelf. wo As you are the n 


* - * 25 19 * *. 
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on whom my heart is beſtowed, che 8 is your... 
right,” thr heſitated. „0 not refuſe me this 
trifling latisfaction (continued he) if you have 


any pity.” /* I will not refuſe you, Sir Ed- | 


ward ; I accept. your preſent, on condition of 

returning it if you ſhould ever marry, to the 
lady you honour with our hand; it is your 8 
on theſe conditions.” . Mis Belville,. you. 


have obliged me beyond words by this unaf-, 
fected acceptance. His fine eyes ſparkled with 
pleaſure, and his countenance was animated 
with a glow of. complacency : You have a 
heart formed with the utmoſt ſoftneſs, madam ; 
pardons me for. robbing you of your tears juſt 
noms but I could not forbear mentioning Lady 
Wilmot's injunction in reſpect to the box, to 


account to you for my ef thing that was 

not entirely S -...! 

I Was going to reply, when Mrs. Eyelin and 
Sir Harry: entered the room. He approached 


the fair Adeline (ſaid he) could improve, I 
chink her beauties encreaſed ſince I laſt ſaw. 


her.“ I made him no anſwer. but a curtſey, 
and turned to Sir Edward, who aroſe, AT; 


good morning, Miſs Belville, 


muſt bid you 
(aid he); I will do myſelf the honour of ſend- 


ing the little parcel; madam, as ſoon as poſſij- 
yer” F told. him the * the more 1 
4 8 would 9 


*% 


/ 


me with the utmoſt conkidence, and taking my 
| hand, preſſed it to his lips: if it was poſſible 


4 


— 


rf $Taniiiey, © 


or $2 obliged to him.” His eyes thanket* 
me; 1 gave him my hand; t T wiſh you your 
health, Sir Edward, An, . fee your again ; 8 
hope that will be ſoon. He bowed on it, but 
- could not fpeak. * Why weare not going to 
loſe you; ſir? faid Mry, Evelin) Only for 
a time, madam; I half ſoon trouble * 
friends in this part of the World again.” 
„% We wall AIL rejcice, fir; ( added The) at your 
return.“ He bowed, and - haftily left us. 
Wuen he was out of fight; Mrs. Evelin pro- 
ceded: Why, my dear Adeline, furely- 
you have not à lover in Bir Edward Wilmot 
as well as Lord Arundel! his fine face ſeemed 
clouded with an air of ſadneſs, 48 if your cru- 
eſty had occaſioned it.“ N αν,,,)οον 
Fen imagine Sir Edward: is my lover, madamf 1 
We” am happy in his friendſhip, which to me is far 
preferadle.“ My ſiſter's miſtake (anfwered 
Sir Harry) is -eaſity accoumted for: if Bir £44 
Ward i is not your lovers every other man that 
heholds you is, and the might very well con- 
jectute this gentle mur ſhared the general fate.“ 
1 find, Sir Harry, yon have ter tone 
gallantry fince you have been in the country.“ 
* Gay rather my ſincerity, madam ; for What 
T juſt now uttered is my fexiots. opinion.” 
Im ſorry fer it, as the fewer lovers I have, 
| the more àgreeable it will be to me Ad 
| f n mankind 
10 
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to miſery prone If my diſlike to That RI call 
love will make them fo, they certainly will be 
miſerable, Sir Harry.” I muſt perſuade you 
to change yout reſolution, Miſs Belville: *tis 

ſhameful à young lady of your- beauty and ac- 


compliſhments ſhould paſs away her bloom in- 


ſenſible of the tender paſſion.” Tou will loſe 

your labour, fir, I de affure you; I am not to 
be perſwaded.“ Not at preſent, my dear, 
(interrupted Mrs. Evelin); ; but come, brother, 

you had better go into the houſe and pull off 
pour boots: 1 fee Adeline has been writing; 
ve only interrupt her.“ As I did not contra- 
dict that opinion, they both left me; and I fat 

. down to give you an account of what had hap- 
pened. The amiable Sir Edward hangs on 
| 4 wind; I wiſh he did not love me: I can ſee 
he does the greateſt violence to his inclinations, 
when he forbears to mention his paſſion. I am 
again interrupted; A letter from my Harriet ! 1 
1 muſt break off to read it.---And fo, you are 
indeed capable of the tender emotion in its 

greateſt exceſs l but why this ſelf-condemna- 
tion? What is there in your conduct blame 


able? Sir James is an amiable man; and, in 
all probability, feels for my dear Miſs Abin- 
ton as tender a paſſion as ſhe does for him: but 


if he ſhould not, your own good fenfe will teach 
you to overcome your: partiality for him, and 
deſtow it on Wie 3 rr rms but 
f Vor. I. 8 N . „ 


242. F-E MALE. STAB ELIF Ys; 
you muſt know I regard it as next to an ime, 
: poſſibility, that the Baronet ſhould behold | 
your uncommon merits with indifference, The 
endowments of mind and perſon you are miſ- 
treſs of, are ſo. great, that the man muſt be in- 
ſenfible indeed, who remains unaffected with 
them. Your mother's ſenſible, and well ap- 
plied relation of her former difficulties delighted 
me: I have no doubt but my Harriet will pro- 
fit by her excellent example, and act as be- 
comes the daughter of ſuch a woman. I am half 
aſhamed of my packet, it is ſo large; but Iwill 
f encreaſs it no he than to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| Affectionately „ eee 
5  ADELINE BELVILLE, 


Sir Ham EvzLin to Captain MonxTaGuz, 
* Myrtle=Greue. 


1 eee 1 haue the happineſs | 
of contemplating the charms, of Miſs. Belville ; 

0 reſiding in the ſame houſe with her, and 
enjoying her ſenſible converſation. , Upon my 
honour, I think her more lovely than ever: 

ſhe gains on my heart each moment I behold 5 

her; and unleſs ſhe favours my paſſton I ſhall 

be the. moſt miſerable of men. On my arxixal 
yeſterday, the firſt enquiry I made Was con- 
cerning her: my ſiſter told me ſhe was in a lit, 

tle apartment ſhe has at the bottom of the 
E . Je 
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_ grove, and Sir Edward Wilmot with her, 
3 immediately took poſſeſſion of my 
heart, and I could not reſt till I had perſuaded 


Mrs. Evelin to accompany me to their retire- 


ment, which ſhe according] y. did we found 
Sir Edward with Miſs Belville's hand in his: 


her beautiful eyes were caſt on him with an ap- 


pearance of benignity in them, for which I 
could have. run him through the body. Wil- 
mot was addreſſing her with apparent earneſt- 


neſs; his heart ſpeaking in his countenance; 
for to do him juſtice he is a handſome fellow : 


as. they were deeply engaged, they did not ſee 
us till we entered the room: the fair Adeline 
bluſhed, and daſhed a tear from her eye, as we 
approached, but in her haſte left the viſible 


traces of it on her del igate cheek. I enjoyed 


the diſappointment of Sir Edward, who ſoon 
after our entrance left. the grove, I cannot 
give you an idea how beautiful Miſs Belville 
appeared in my eyes: her dreſs was muſlin, 
with a laylock ſattin-petticoat, puckered; her 


hat was ornamented with ribbands of the ſame 


colour; a thin gauze ſhade, . trimmed with fine 
blond lace, was careleſsly thrown round her 
elegant ſhoulders; her feet adorned a pair of 
ſlippers made of ſattin the ſame as her petti- 


coat; and altogether, ſhe was the moſt love- 


ly woman I had ever beheld. How the blighted 
pars of Emily 1 oppaſed to the 


charms 8 


** 
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charms of the divine Miſs Belville! I really 
think a man would be amply paid for a whole 
life of ſuſpenſe, if at laſt he could obtain her 
heart. I was dreadfully apprehenſive T ſhould 
| have found a favoured lover in Sir Edward; as to 
the Earl, IT knew, he had received his final diſ- 
miſſion long ago: but my ſiſter has ſet my heart 
at reſt: ſhe ſays, ſhe -fancies I have no living 
rival: Adeline is only attached to the memory 
of an amiable youth; if that is the caſe, I do 
not deſpair, but with proper management ſhe 
may be brought to recall her thoughts from the 
grave of her departed lover,. and condeſcend to 
mourn the ſufferings of her exiſting one; at leaſt 
the tryal is well worth making: I ſhall uſe 
every artifice in my power to engage her heart; 
that once done, the reſt follows of courſe. On 
entering the houſe, for dinner ſhe appeared 
not diſpleaſed with my aſſiduities; and chatted 
with great freedom and good nature. I begged 
ſhe would favour me with her company in 2 
walk: ſhe immediately conſented, and we wan- 
dered about the environs of the grove for near 
two hours. I ventured ſeveral times to give 
_ diſtant hints of my attachment to her; but the 
always evaded it. I did not chuſe to hazard a 
direct declaration till ſhe was better prepared 
for it: I am eaſy now ſhe is in the country, 
as it will be next to a miracle ſor her to hear 
| "yy my to my 0 at this diſtance 
n 
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from the capital. Be ſure, Montague, you 
obſerve the motions of Miſs Ayſcough : if ſhe 
would take it into her head, ſhe would not 
ſcruple following me, and then make her fool- 
iſh fondneſs her , excuſe; but ſuch a circum- 
ſtance would -effeQually ruin me with Miſs 
Heelville. She is not like many of her ſex, who 

think it no diſadvantage to a man to have ſe- 
duced. ſeveral women; ſhe- is ſo ſcrupulouſly 
juſt, ſhe, would, I dare ſay, never ſuffer me to 
fay a civil thing to her, if ſhe was to know my 
ſituation with Emilia. I have propoſed a party 
on the water; I heard my Adeline ſay ſhe was 
fond of it; that was reaſon enough for me to 
propoſe it. She thanked me for my politeneſs 
with her ufual elegance. I told her the chief 
| happineſs of my life ſnoud be to procure her 
pleaſure ; and, if I could obtain a ſmile in re- 
turn, I ſhould be content. You are very 
polite, Sir Harry,” replied the ſweet creature; 
« if you load me thus with obligations, my 
gratitude will become bankrupt.” You may 
de ſure I was not ſilent on this head: and we 
went to our different apartments with all appa- 
rent complacency. She told my ſiſter ſhe was 
happy to find I was not a man of the princi- 

-ples ſhe imagined: on our firſt acquaintance, 

for my own ſake; ſhe was happy. Dear inno- 
cent! what does ſhe know of principles? Mrs. 
_ informs me her great delight is in diffu- 


M * | ſive 


| 
| 
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| five charity; that the poor people about have 


already felt her benevolence ; and whenever 
ſhe ſtirs out, ſhe is followed by the prayers and | 
good wiſhes of the whole pariſh, This is a 
virtue to which I. muſt lay claim, Nothing 

like attacking the dear creatures in their own. 
way. When Miſs'Belville ſees I am of the 
ſame kind and benevelent turn with herſelf, I 
ſhall obtain her confidence, and, by that means, 


find the way to pleaſe her. My heart is fo 


entirely engaged by the perfections of this lady, 


that I can think of nothing elſe. Prefent my 


compliments to Miſs Ayſcough; and be aſſured 
vou ſhall hear from me continually, to inform 
you how I proceed, and what depredations J 


make on the TS os: Inexorndeo r ans. 


ee 1 * 5 
SH a tts Yours, 
ir wok a rte wr Hanne Kran. 


a Eowanp WILMor to th; Right Hin al 


Fart * ARUNDEL. a a 

beru- here 

WI II lint hana, my Lord, to | 
receive a Letter from me ſo early after our 
ſeparation? I know you will: but how 
much greater will be your aſtoniſhment to 


Wa the contents | — Harry, I have 
| | deceived 
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deceived you ; your generous confidence has 
been beſtowed upon a villain. I have baſely 
endeavoured to ſupplant you in the affections 
of Mifs Belville, and am miſerable: but yet 
do me the juſtice to believe many were the 
ſtruggles I underwent before I could do this in- 
jury to the man whoſe friendſhip had been my 
| — happineſs, even from infancy. Vou 
have felt the racking ſenſation of love: it was 


that fatal paſſion which led me to break the 


Donne preſeribed by honour.” I would have 
died to promote your felicity, even at the time 
J was labouring to deſtroy je: this may appear 


a contradiction; yet, believe me, it is ſtrictly 


true. I knew I was doing wrong, yet, ſo ftrong 
was my love for the beautiful Adeline, I could 
| Hot reſtrain my feelings within my own breaſt, 

but ſuffered them to break forth to her on paper. 
Her anſwer and noble explicitnefs ſhewed my 
' erime to myſelf in all its blacknefs, and Thated 
and abborred my own conduct as much as I 
admired her' s. I ſhould immediately have in- 
formed you of my violation of confidence, 
and, by an open confeſſion, warn you againſt 
truſting your ſecrets in the hands of a deceitful 
friend, had not a falſe ſhame deterred me. "x 


ſtill was Honoured with your partiality, and 
ſhared in your concerns, long after my unwor- 


thy fall from rectitude. You have frequently 
| en Ns I avoided your. * Ah! Arun- 


M 7 | del, 
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del, you did not know the ſerpent you eſteemed, 


My refle&ions were too poignant; I could not 
bear your fight ; I thought every word and look 
of friendly import, a reproach to my conduct; 
yet ſtill did I not dare to explain my ſituation 


to you. I dreaded. to: loſe your - confidence, 


though I had ſo baſely abuſed it. Torn by 


. theſe conflicts, J accepted Mrs. Duncannon's 
Invitation to the Abbey. Youexpreſled, what 


you really felt, on the certainty of enjoying 
my company, while my chief inducement was 


" _ to behold Miſs Belville. I could not bear to 
think you ſhould enjoy a ſatisfaction I was de- 


prived of. I determined to go with you, and, 
if poſſible, prevent your making any further 
impreſſion on her heart, (which, though ſhe 


aſſured me to the contrary, I could not help 


imagining was the caſe). I went, my Lord, 
and you have more than once obſerved my 
melancholy, and love of ſolitude. Often did 


| you preſs me to declare the cauſe of my viſible 


uneaſineſs, which I as conſtantly evaded; When 


you propoſed the ſcheme of the wilderneſs. to 


entertain. Miſs Belville, I conſented with plea- 
ſure ; but when that was over, I again became 
2 prey to my former anxiety. . No longer able 
to bear the ſtings of my accuſing conſcience, I 
formed this plan of coming to London, and 
informing you by my pen, what my lips re- 
fuſed to utter. The uin . my depar- 

ture, 
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ture ſpent at Myrtle-grove, having obtained 
_ Miſs Belville's permiſſion. I confeſs to you 
E meant if poſſible to move her in my favour,. 
but finding every effort would be vain, I pro- 

miſed to be content with her fiſterly regard, 
which ſhe candidly, offered me. I told her I 
was obliged to go to town on buſineſs. Alas, 
how diſagreeable an employment is that of ac- 
cuſing yourſelf, when your own. heart con- 


© demns you |. Thus, my friend, (if you will 
no ſuffer me to call you fo) you have the 
whole detail of my deviation from. rectitude 


before you: the. miſery I have ſuffered, could: 
you poſſibly conceive it, would, I dare ſay, be 
eſteemed. by you a. ſufficient expiation of my: 
crime. But perhaps I flatter myſelf, and I 
am doomed to feel the pain of being deprived: 

of your friendſhip, joined to the cruel cer- 
tainty of unxequited love, and then I am the 


verieſt wretch that breathes the vital air, and 


muſt groan out my painful life in gloomy ſoli- 

tude, bereft of every comfort. I own I have 
- wronged. you, Arundel, but in one inſtance: 
only: I was not maſter of myſelf when I har- 
boured a thought detrimental to your peace; 
and had I not known. the lovely Adeline, I had; 
been the ſincereſt of friends. But why do I 


talk of what I ſhould have been? Is it not 


the teſt of friendſhip to encounter tryals, and. 
11 ee them? But, alas! if 1 argue thus L 
0 | M 5 ſhall. 
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ſhall be mad. If you cannot forgive the in- 
jury I have done you, my Lord, tell me ſo, 
and I defy: fortune to afflict me more. Only 
ſay, + Wilmot, I cannot forgive you, and 
' farewel love, friendſhip, and my native land; 
I will fly to ſome ſavage country, where the 
name of England, once fo dear to me, may never 
reach my ears, and avoid for ever the ſight of the 
exulting man who is to poſſeſs Miſs Belville. - 
Diſappointed in my love, and deprived of my 

friend by my own folly, how can I endure to 
continue in ſcenes where my days have paſſed in 
| pleaſing ſociety, before I knew the beautiful 
author of my crime and miſery! The poig- 
nancy of my feelings is not to be ſuſtained. 
Tell me, my Lord, what you will do; the 
moſt diſagreeable certainty is preferable to this 
painful ſuſpenſe. I dare not ſubſcribe this 
with more than EDWARD Wu nor. 


The Right Wen Earl of AzuNDEL to bir 
ER  EDwaRD WILMOT. 


Belmont-Asbey. | 


War * you 60 A e the pain 
of ſuſpenſe, Sir Edward, when by an open ex- 
planation you might have avoided it? You 


Rave only confirmed what I long expected: I 


obſerved your emotions on Mifs Belville's ap- 


e aa gt Ter de and 
19 7 | couls | 
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could not miſtake ſymptoins fo like my own. 
Yes, Wilmot, I ſaw and pitied your conflicts, 
but forbore to mention the diſcovery I had 
made, leſ I ſhould offend you. The injury 
you have done me is no more than a violation 
of confidence, which I heartily forgive. I 
informed you of my paſfion as ſoon as I felt it: 
you ſhould have done the ſame, | I well know 
the violence of love; nor do I wonder at your 
application to Miſs Belville, when you found I 
had been unſucceſsful : it was no crime to en- 
deavour to obtain a happineſs I was denied. 1 
told you ſhe had rejected me; you had therefore 
a right to try your tube with her; and I 
again repeat it, you were not to blame in any 
thing but your concealment; and though I am 
concerned at your want of reliance on my af- 
fection, yet I do not know if I might not have 
acted in the ſame manner, had I been ſituated 
exactly as you were: of this be aſſured, you 
have my entire forgiveneſs, and hold the ſame 
place in my friendſhip you have ever done. 
Talk not of leaving England; I hope you will 
bi „if it is on no other account than mine: 
th unfortunate in our tendereſt wiſhes, we 
may live to comfort each other. The gene- 
rous Adeline offers both her friendſhip ; I have, 
like you, promiſed to be content with it; but 
| ſometimes I cannot reſtrain the ſenſations of 
wx. heart from extending beyond the cold li- 
= mits 
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mits of friendſhip, and regarding ber with 
eyes of love: indeed it would be folly to ſay 1 
could ever ceaſe to iove her: while life is lent 
me ſhe will be the miſtreſs of my heart : while 
we continue alike hopeleſs, we will mutually 
agree to try our utmoſt to overcome the averſion 
this lady has to marriage ; and if ſhe ſhould be 
inclined to favour either, the-unfortunate lover 
| ſhall quit the kingdom, and leave his happy ri- 
val to poſſeſs the charming Adeline. I fear 
we may make this agreement without any dan- 
ger of either being benefited by it; ſhe will 
never change her reſolution in regard to us, 
and we are fated to be wretched. Let us then, 
ſince our fate is fo uncommonly adverſe, en- 
deavour all in our power to make our misfor- 
fortunes ſupportable to each other, by a ſincere 
regard and unreſerved confidence. I promiſe 
you, upon my honour, I will not by fraud or 
any underhand proceedings, endeavour to ob- | 
tain this lady's love; all 1 do ſhall be open, 
and with your knowledge; and I have no 
doubt but your conduct will be equally candid. 
I wonder not Miſs Belville has a lover in al- 
moſt every beholder ; fuch amazing perfections 
as ſhe poſſeſfes, muſt create general admiration. 
Surely ide will not always remain e 
fo feeling in every other reſpect; yet cruel as 
_ the is, I adore her: her conduct towards us 
doch cannot Irs N commended ; no 
a 
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| coquetry or ridiculous, affectation; no female 
with to preſerve a number of lovers: in ſhort, 
her uniformity of behaviour aſtoniſhes me, and 
encreaſes my admiration. Return, my friend, 
to Belmont-abbey ; z. apprehend not ſo much as 
a diſtant look from me, but: believe you are. as 
dear to me no as before this diſagreeable af- 
fair. All here unite in wiſhing you back; | 
among the reſt, the fair Adeline: the ſooner 
you return, the more agreeable it will be to 
your e devoted | 
| | | ARUNDE Ls 


Si Ewan WiLMOoT to the Right Homourable 
Bari of ARUNDEL. 


brunnen, 


Me. * generous Harry, you are indeed worthy 
the name of friend; your goodneſs makes me 
bluſh at my own inferiority; and 1 can hardly | 
bear it. Yes, I will accept your kind invita- 

tion, and return to Belmont-abbey ; yet I al- 
moſt dread to meet you; I muſt appear in ſuch 
a light, eſpecially to yau, who have ſo nobly 
preſerved the openneſs and ſincerity, of ; friend» 
ſhip. But you aſſure me I am as dear to you 
as ever: I will, for my-own peace, believe im- 
| plicitly what you ſay; 3 and ſeize, with the anx- | 
ious gripe of a miſer, my little hoard of happi- 
neſs. ; Your IT e Arundel! 5 


5 


254 FEMALE STABILITY. 


all date to look forward to in this world: dif: 
appointed in my fitſt tender attachment, I 


ſhould in vain attempt to withdraw my affec- 
tions from Miſs Belville, and beſtow them on 
any other woman: where ſhould T find one 
worthy to ſucceed her, in a heart like mine, en- 
tirely devoted to her? The thought is ridicu- 
lous: no, I ſhall for ever remain a ſtranger to 
the joys of wedded life: I know there is not a 
ſtation in mortality fo exquiſite as the union of 


two hearts, joined by the holy tye of Hymen 


but without” a mutual affection, how irkſome 


| and inſipid is the matrimonial life 


When JI found you had not ſucceeded in your 


application to Miſs Belville, I flattered -my- 
ſelf perhaps I might be more fortunate. Natu- 
rally of a ſanguine diſpoſition, I raiſed my ex- 


pectations to the height of happineſs ; and the? 
my pangs were great at times, for the wrong | 


I did you, in concealing my paſſion, yetT ex 


cufed myſelf to my own heart, by baſely jma- 
gining, if you was informed of my attachment, 
you would have prejudiced me with Adeline. 
Vou ſee, Harry, how low my fatal love had 


levelled me, to entertain a fuſpielon of your 


2 but it is the misfortune of guilt to 
YL the meaneſt ſubterfuges, a ation 

fk. This deluſton laſted not long; 

Mii Belvilte daſhed my high Taiſed hopes, and 


1 faw * erime to * in its ſtrongeſt light; 


> 
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you know the reſt; my Lord. Your open tem- 
per has once been injured ; but truſt me, it 
ſhall never be ſo again: you ſhall henceforth 
be the repoſitory of 21 my thoughts, nor will 
I conceal the moſt trifling occurrence from you. 


I joyfully ſubſcribe to your conditions, and a- 
; we will mutually endeavour, by continued 


tenderneſs and affiduity, to remove the diſlike 


Miſs Belville has to love; and if heaven ſhould 
have deſtined either the bappintls of her hand, 
the diſappointed lover ſhall leave his friend and 
miftrefs'to their felicity, and betake himſelf, a 
wretched wanderer, to foreign” realms. Oh, 

Arundel! I fear with you, we are fated to be- 
hold. the lovely Adeline devote her charms to 
ſome happier man, and our agreement will be 
vain, and benefit neither. I do ſolemnly aſ- 
ſure you, my Lord, I will not infringe that 
real friendſhip you have proved you poſſeſs; 

and never, by underhand proceedings, ſeek to 
bias Miſs Belville in my favour; but you ſhall 
be informed of every ſtep I take. To convince 


you of my ſincerity, I will relate a circumſtance 


that has given me the moſt ſenſible delight :---I 
have entreated Miſs Belville to accept a trifling 
preſent, as a mark of the real friendſhip I feel 
for her: ſome 'particulars attend this preſent, 
which I will explain, when J ſee you. In com- 
poaſſion to my diſappointment, ſhe conſented to 
1 58 n 1 mean to ſend it her vy the ſame 
| con- 


— 
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_ conveyance. that brings Jou this; and truſt. 


me, Harry, you ſhall know every minute cir- 
cumſtance that occaſioned this condeſcenſion in 


the ſweet Adeline: how great is her excellence! 
when 1 reflect on the many inſtances I have 
known of it, I am almoſt diſtracted; my love 
and deſpair encreaſe.— But I forget I am wri-. 
ting to a man who doats as fondly on the ſame 
amiable. perfections as myſelf. Forgive me, 
my Lord; Iwill not wound your ears by ex- 
preſſing my paſſion. How very hard is my fate !. 
ah that I had been inſenſible to her merit: 
Alas, how vain that wiſh ! I will be at the. 
abbey the day after to-morrow ;. ſo I ſhall not 
bave time to receive another letter from you. 
Preſent my affectionate regards to the ladies; 
and once more believe me, your very ſincere, 


eee I in, 


- Epwazy: Wirnor. 


Fir Enwarn Wuor 1% Mi fs Beiviis... | 


Burley Squares | 


83 deareſt 8 en you ſo. 
compaſſionately accepted, and with it my ſin- 
cere thanks for your amiable behaviour at our 
laſt meeting. Ah, Miſs Belville | why are you 
ſo harmonioufly gentle to your friends, yet ſo. 
cruel to your loyers ? But forgive me, madam,. 
* will not offend you by the mention of love. 
83 The 


- 


Tt. y ; + OT $ 
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The portrait in the lid of the box is an exact 
copy of the excellent original: permit me to 
indulge the filial feelings of my heart, in doing 


Juſtice to the beſt and moſt reſpected of mothers. 
Amiable in every ſtation in life, ſhe ſhone more 


particularly in the maternal character: ſhe was 
the friend, as well as parent of her Edward. 


As 1 loſt my father ere I could be properly ſen- 


ſible of ſo great a misfortune, all my regard was 
centered in this excellent woman: but it pleaſed 
heaven to deprive me of her early, and by that 
trial make me capable of bearing others, ſtill 

reater. Ah, my beloved Miſs Belville [---but | 
8 will not ſuffer my pen to take its courſe, leſt 
Texcite your anger, which I would die to avoid. 
I have long laboured under the preſſure of my- 
fel f-condemning heart, in reſpect to Lord 
Arundel; but not being able longer to endure 
the teprodthes of it, which continually re- 
preſented his noble friendſhip violated; I re- 
ſolved, in this abſence, to inform him in what 
manner 1 had acted; 1 did ſo, and with the 
ſtricteſt truth related the progreſs of my un- 
happy paſſion. My generous friend forgave me, 
and ſought palliations for my conduct: he not 
only reinſtates me in his former affection, 
but endeavoured to reconcile me to myſelf. 
Oh, Miſs Belville! my Harry is the beſt, the 
nobleſt of men ! though he adores you, yet he 
could forgive me who felt, and had dared 
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zvow to the infpirer of my tendernefs, the un- 
bounded 10e 1 experienced for her. Still does 
be rely on my honour, tho” Thave given him ſo | 
little reaſon to de alfured I poſſeſs enough to ſe- 
cure him. This is, indeed, worthy the name 
f friendſhip : Lord Arundel's conduct does 
Honour to human nature; and is enough to 
Convince" the greateſt infidel, that friendſhip 
does exiſt, even in theſe degenerate days. I ac- 
knowledge the inſtances are not numerous, but 
T truſt, nay, may confidently affirm, there is 


fuch 2 thing; and not ſilently aſſent to theſe 


declaimers againſt that moſt exalted affection of 
the ſout. I always imagine thoſe perſons who . 
fatly contradiẽt the exiſtence of friendſhip, are 
fo confined in their own minds, as to be inca- 
pable of a feeling ſo laudable, and diſintereſted. 
As we in general Judge ſrom what we ourſelves 
experience, (which, tho? a natural, i is not the 
juſteſt way of judging) we are apt to conclude, 
the ſentiments that are ſtrangers to us, can not 
exiſt 1 in the boſoms of others: this is the moſt 
gentle 1 way of accounting for the violent adver- 
faries Which that noble emanation of the divi- | 
; nity. continually meets. with; for ſurely, m 
dear Miſs Belville, this nearer reſembles the 
love of our great creator to his creatures, than 
than any other the heart of man is furniſhed 
with : an affection ſo pure, ſo elevated, fo diſ- 
f intereſted, muſt de — to the heavenly pu- 
| rity 
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rity of our maker. This is a theme which will 
give delight to the lovely Adeline; and T may, 
I truſt; expatiate on it, without fear of offend- 
ing. You, madam, are a ſtrong advocate for 
this feeling, which the antients held in fuch 
veneration, as to deem the man who poſſeſſed 
it eminently incapable of vicious, or mean 
practices: and even in theſe more depraved 
times, the good and ſenſible eſteem the few ex- 
amples they meet with of this ſort. I have 
taken up your time, moſt amiable Miſs Bel- 
ville! but when I am writing to you I am not 
maſter of myſelf. You have forbid me to ex- 
preſs myſelf on the ſubje& neareſt my heart: 
wonder not then, I ſuffer my pen to enlarge 
on the next- deareſt ſenſation which animates . 
my breaſt. You have all6wed me to aſpire to 
a ſhare in your friendſhip ; how invaluable the 
/ privilege! believe me, Miſs Belville, I would 
not wave that privilege to gain a diadem. You 
have promiſed to ſuffer me to contributes as 
much as poffible to your felicity: ah, my | 
charming Adeline? would to heaven it were in 
my power to fecure it to you beyond the caprice 
of fortune: I would go through every hard- | 
hip, every danger, to accompliſh an event ſo 
deſirable. I Will indulge the "delightful idea, 
and ſoface myſelf by the force of immagination. 
I thall fpeedily be bleſſed with the fight of my 
adored Miſs Belville, as Lord Arundel invites 
H | me 
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me to return to Belmont-abbey : I ſhall do ſo to- 


morrow and fly with the expedition of love 

to Myrtle Grove, where I ſhall have the hap- 
paineſs of perſonally aſſuring the divine Adeline - 
how enn am her ever devoted 


rr 41+ on DWARD WII Mor. 


oY James Tromrson to Captain FREEMER. 


1908; 
Afpley-Park. 


| I [Ra not. oo * to e F reemer, for 
more than three weeks, as I met with a diſagree». 
able accident. 1 left off with a determination 
of declaring my paſſion to the lovely Harriet, 
in, my laſt letter; 1 informed vou Mrs. Abin- 
ton and her daugh ter were to ſpend, the day 
with us: they accordingly came, and never did 
_ the ſweet girl appear ſo beautiful in my eyes, as 
on her entering the library, 4 bood (for ] 
took | my chariot to conyey them to Aſhley- 
park; as I feared they would be too much fa- 
77 5 with walking ; $ for the weather was un- 
commonly hot.) She approached me with a 
| modeſt confuſion which added graces to her ani- 
mated complexion... I relieved her, by ſpeak- 
ing firſt, 1. need not enquire after your 
| health, Miſs. Abinton; ſour appearance con- 
vinces me vou are well.“ cx You, are right, 
Sir James; I am N. well.“ A gentle 
gh ſtole from her N boſom —1 took no 


notice 
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Kochen of this: circumſtance; but eiinded e 
I have taken the liberty, madam, to bring my 
chariot, to convey you to Aſhliy-park; as 
the intenſe heat of the weather makes walking 


diſagreeable; and ſhall think myſelf happy, if 
you and Mrs. Abinton will do me the honour 


of accepting it.” - We are infinitely obliged 


to you, fir, for your politeneſs; and I dare ſay fr 


my mother will accept the uſe'of your carriage 


with the greateſt pleaſufe. Before I could an- 
ſwer Mifs Abinton, her mother entered the 


room: ſhe expreſſed herſelf elegantly. on this 


little civility, and I feated the ladies in the car- 


riage, and attended them on horſeback. We 


had juſt gained the verge of the park, when the 
eu noiſe of dogs in full cry aſſailed our 


My horſe; which had been a famous 
* immediately ſhewed a ſtrong inclination 


to follow the chace: I attempted to reſtrain, 


him, but the beaſt was ſo very refractory, 1 


found it impoflible ; I therefore called to the 
ladies not to be alarmed, for there was no dan- 
ger; and giving my horſe the reins, was in- 


ſtantly conveyed among the ſportſmen. The 


creature followed the hounds full ſpeed, till 
coming to a hedge, with a ditch on the other 
fide, I ſaw he was preparing to leap it; and as 


I knew eit was impracticable, I immediately. 
threw myſelf from his back, and left him to 
1e the ſport "EA himſelf, Vaſortanately 1 

£ fell 
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fell againſt the ſtump of an old tree with great 
violence; I found I had hurt my arm very 
much, and, indeed, apprehended I had broke 
it, as I was unable to riſe. However, by the 
_ adfliſtance of my ſervants I got up, and lowly 
| proceeded, | in exquiſite pain; towards the park. 
We had not gone far before I beheld the cha- 
riot driving towards us; upon which I ordered 
John to go and inform the ladies of what had 
happened, while I ſat down, as I was not 


capable of walking farther. I found I had a 


great cut in my face, from which the blood 
deſcended: in roſy. currents, and ſtained my 
coat, which was light, in the moſt tremendous 
manner. The pain of my arm hindered me 
from obſerv ing this inferior hurt, and I ſhould 
not have di ſcovered it but for the appearance of 
r 5 0 oO yo) vr lute fy, 411 
The charibt was now come up, when Miſs 
Abinton and her mother fle out of it. Upon 
ſeeing the borrid figure I made, the tender 


' + Harriet ſtarted back, exclaiming, „Oh Hea- 


vens, Sir James is killed!“ The loſs of blood 
had made me very faint, and I had leaned 
againſt a tree, hardly able to ſupport myſelf, 
Her voice occaſioned me to look up, when 1 
beheld the lovely girl extended on the ground, 
pale and ſenſeleſs. This fight almoſt diſtracted 
me, and I in vain attempted moving towards 
| ber. ef my arm rendered — inca- 
| | f © pablo 
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pable of ſtirring. Mrs. Abinton endeavoured 
to recover her by can de luce, but it had no 
effect. She begged me to ſuffer my ſervants to 
lift me into the chariot, and leave her with: 
Harriet; but I abſolutely refuſed, and threat; 
ened to run any of my raſcals through; the 
body, who dared to lay hands on me. 1 
ſaw they were preparing to do ſo, and thought 
it high. time to frighten them. The two fel- 
| Jows drew back from me with the utmoſt pre- 
cipitancy : and Mrs. Abington ſeeing me de- 
termined, forbore to ſay any more about it 
ordering one of the men to ſupport the ſtill 
beautiful, though inſenſible, Harriet; and ad- 
vanced to me, taking her handketchief from +. 
her pocket, tied it round my head, which ſtop- | 
ped the effuſion of blood. Finding my arm was. 
ſwelled, ſhe cut the fleeve of my coat; and, 
after examining it, told me I need not fear 
any danger, for it was only violently ſtrained. 
She then inſiſted on my conſenting to be feated 
in the chariot, which-with much difficulty was 
done; I all the time ſwearing at the ſervants, 
if they did not bring Miſs Abinton directly, I 
would be the death of them. Finding I would 
not be ſatisfied, Mrs Abinton conſented the 
lifeleſs Harriet ſhould be brought to us; then 
ſeating herſelf between us, ſupporting both her 
daughter and me, we then flowly proceeded to- 
wards. the park. I — my feelings 
n when 
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when I found Miſs Abinton did not recover: 


the ſenſe of pain for myſelf was for a time 
© ſuſpended ; and I felt only for her. The for- 
titude of her mother amazed me; ; and, if I 

ſhould live a hundred years, I ſhall never for- 
get the magnanimity of her behaviour. Alas! 


madam,” eried I, „ your charming daughter 
is dead l I have been the curſed 'eaule of de- 
ſtroying the lovelieſt of women. This idea 
had taken ſuch entire poſſeſſion of my mind, 
that I was almoſt frantick with my grief. My 


| love, my deareſt Harriet,” exclaimed 1541 
have killed thee | thy ſpotleſs ſoul has taken its 


flight and joined thy kindred heaven. Oh! I 


am the moſt wretched of men!“ My violent” 

emotions prevented my going on, and I was 
unable to pronounc another word. Compoſe 
Fourſelf, Sir James,” ſaid Mrs. Abinton, — 4 

child will ſoon recover; ſee ſhe revives; do 


not ſhock her by the violence of your expreſ- 
ſions. Had I been capable of uttering all my 


heart was full of, theſe words had effeQually 


filenced me. The lovely Miſs Abinton raiſed 


her eyes, and fixing them on her mother with' 
a a look of frantick ſorrow, pronounced as fol- 
lows 3/4 Oh! my dear mama, is he not dead? 


the moſt amiable of men is now no more yes, 
I faw'him bathed in his blood ! She burſt into 
a violent flood of tears, which prevented her 


fainting a ſecond. time. Had I been ever ſo 


\ 


1 . . much 
. 0 , 
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"64 much inclined to ſpeak, this exclamation would 
' have kept me ſilent, Oh, Freemer, her words 
Vibrate on my ear. The dear compaſſionate 
eyes of my Harriet overflowed at my imagined 
death, Her mother aſſured her I had only re- 
ceived a. trifling hurt, and begged her to be 


1 compoſed. - The ſweet charmer thanked . Hea« 


ven, and perceiving me by her, bluſhed ex 
\ tremely. 

We eee all the Mig | 
Thompſons ran to the chariot, crying and 
b their hands; even Miſs Betty was 
grreatiy affected; but finding I was not dead, 


f which ſhe declared ſhe expected, ſaid . this was 


the conſequence of riding ſtarting blood ani- 
mals; if I had been content with ſome good 
cart horſe, I ſhould not have had my limbs 


broke, nor my ſkull fractured. Great as my 


pain was, I could not forbear ſmilin g at this 
ill-timed remark, and attempted to leave the 
. Chariot. | The lovely Harriet offered her hand, 
and begged me to lean on her: Miſs: Betty ad- 
vanced with the other ladies to give her aſſiſt- 
_ - ance; but upon ſeeing the condition I was in, 
' retreated. back with a « Oh Heavens! ſiſter, 
Sir James is all over blood; you will dirt. your 
: new ſacque; let John and Thomas help him 
out, and get him to his room.“ * Oh! ma- 
dam, anſwered the affectionate Miſs Abinton, 
F N e ans 7” 1. goye 
| . | N - her 
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| her a lock chat expreſſed the feelings of my 
love. She eaſt her gentle eyes on che ground, 
and withdrew her offered hand. Miſs Betty - 
turned ſhort from me, and mumbled, «Str 
James was more frightened than hurt, arid The 
would leave che reſt to behave as they pleaſed; 
but, for her part, ſhe would not ſtay to fpoll 
, her clothes for the ſake of ceremony.” Away 
the went. They got me with difficulty to my 
apartment, where all proper remedies were ap- 
phied; and I was foon made a more bearable 
figure. My aunts immediately ſent for a fur- 
geon: on His arrival, he affected great dignity, 
and, with a myſterious air, — Hay not 


poſſible for a man of che moſt profound judg- 
ment to decide abſolutely in a caſe where the | 


fymptoms appeared ſo very dubious. He launch 


eld forth in a learned diſcourſe on the danger of 
contuſions and wounds of this ſort. I ſaw his 
execrable nonſenſe alarmed the ladies, all but 
Mrs. Abinton; and, therefore, told him I 
wiſhed to know if my arm was broke; and did 
not ſend for him to have an account of the va- 
4 rious diſcaſes to which. human nature was ſub- 
2 He humbly "begged my pardon, and 
2 me he could not definitely Ppronounce; | 
pet "hoped it was not fo bad: but as the fwell- 
ing was great, it was not in che power of 
any perſon to decide. Tired wich his imperti- 
8 IL. told bim: I did not care what the event 

11 ** 2 "woe 
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would turn ont; and would be glad to ige him . 
to-morrow. My aunt Betty, abe im 4 at 8 
Spinien of this Fentleman, as: he oth Roe 41908 
bd ruſs from filling down Rain, revered 5 
me for my impoliteneſs, and, by way of con- 
Aolation, attended Mr. Fracture to the dobr.1 
was happy to find the ocher company that was 
expected, could not come, as I had a pro 
of enjoying the c company ef Miſs Abinten ſome 
purt of che day. 1 begged the ladies to return = — 
When 1 was in bed, where my aunts inſiſted on W 122 
my immediately going. Mrs. Abinton now . & 
- took we hand of the fair Harriet, Wi lockt 
ill very pale and in from her late fit, and led 2 
ber out of the room. My whole foul ſeemed 
to go with her, and the momentary comfort - 
felt in her preſence, vahiſhed as ſoon as ſhe left 
me. They abfetted themſelves two whole 
| hours, in hopes I ſhould get ſome reſt; but my 
mind was too much affected to ſuffer me to 
ſleep, had the fituation, of my body been lefs 
painful. Sometimes I flattered myſelf the be.: 
haviour of Miſs Abinton was more than mere 
compaſſion; but I had ſo oſten ſeen her deeply 
affected by the misfortunes of others, I hardly 
dared venture to ſuppoſe her concern for- me 
- proceeded from a tenderer motive, Tired -out 
with my own painful -refleQions, I diſpatched 4 
ee to return; 4 ORR: Fe: 
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1s; but would nöt stay as Mrs. Abinton "IM 


clared they muſt. guard againſt a fever, which 
0 ir While; they 


peared ſerious! and: reſerved; not ſuffering ber * 
eyes to wander near me. This behaviour ſtab-⸗ 

Ieh to the henrt. I. itnagined-ſhe r ; 
her . to, conyince me 
1 — OS... 31 
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eee a very Jong letter and muſt 1 

here break off, as I find my arm rather painful 

«but. will again take the pen to give y the 
of my configement, . Adieu- £235 
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